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In this 
talk:

What? 
– what kind 

of courses we 
are talking 

about
proper+es

Why? 
– why go into 

trouble to 
organize such 

a course?
mission

How? 
–

administrative 
procedures & 

deadlines, 
to-do list for 
organizers

Examples:
1. HIF-8038 
Fall 2019

2. HIF-8040 
Spring 2023



1.
What kind 
of course 
is this? 

- advanced (MA degree holders and higher)

- offered only once (not regular course)

- collective (taught by a group of instructors)

- internaFonal (both local and invited instructors from 
abroad, both local students and students from abroad)

- thematic (focus on a certain scholarly topic / theme or 
object of study)

- heavily depends on external funding

- requires initiative of academic staff, often a team effort



2. Why do we organize such courses?
Highly enriching and 

beneficial experience for 
everyone involved 

(organizers, instructors, 
and the students)

A bridge between 
academic staff and 

students

We can address most 
contemporary hot 

scholarly topics relevant 
for our research projects

Bonuses for students: 
networking, receive 
feedback on their 

individual projects from 
top experts in the field

Bonuses for instructors: 
share their expertise and 

most recent work with 
advanced students, 

upgrade visibility of their 
findings

Bonuses for organizers: 
getting in-house 

experience in organizing 
and teaching, extending 
learning possibilities for 
our local PhD students



3. How? – administrative procedures



In the paperwork, the organizers specify:
• course title
• cource code and level
• type of course (single cource vs course in a study program)
• required / recommended previous knowledge
• course contents
• learning outcomes (knowledge, skills, competence the students obtain)
• teaching and working methods
• course work (what students should accomplish in this course)
• assessment and exam
• retake
• syllabus
• language of instruction



To-do list for organizers (1)
1. Find concept / topic to adress in the course
2. Make a list of instructors, make preliminary agreements with them on their 

contribution and titles, abstracts for their classes
3. Apply for and get funding if needed (goes to honoraria for the invited instructors, their 

air-fair and accommodation and food expenses, coffee breaks, course dinner, 
administrative support from UiT, grading of course papers)

4. Submit course description for approval of university administration (specifies course 
title, number of ECTS, course structure, format, required background knowledge, new 
skills to learn, form of examination, etc.)

5. Create a curriculum
6. Create webpage, logo (optional) before UiT makes an official page for the course
7. Enroll students via mailing lists, academic networks (for linguistics: Linguist list, 

International Cognitive Linguistics Association, national organization for doctoral 
students, social media channels, personal connections)



To-do list for organizers (2)
8. Be (or appoint someone to be) a contact person for answering emails of interested 

candidates
9. Make a schedule of classes that works for all instructors
10. Make readings available to students in advance of the course
11. Control the content of the official cource page at the university study catalogue
12. Book rooms for classes
13. Order food / coffee for coffee breaks & lunches, dinner
14. Assist in booking accommodation for invited instructors (if necessary)
15. Assign students to supervisors (instructors)
16. Approve topics of students' cource paper projects
17. Collect evaluation questionnaires of the course filled anonymously by the students
18. Organize grading of course papers 



Example 1: PhD course HIF-8038 (September 2-4, 2019)
"Aspect across languages and linguistic schools"
• free of charge (apart from regular semester fee 

for any student at UiT)

• LingPhil course: financial support granted by the 
Norwegian Graduate Researcher School in 
Linguis:cs and Philology (LingPhil ), 7051 Euro

• Organizers: by Anna Endresen, Laura A. Janda
Antonio Fábregas, James David McDonald

• started organizing in Fall 2018 to run Fall 2019
• intensive three-day course

• AYer the course, there was a workshop on 
aspect that PhD students were welcome to 
aZend at their expense (“Aspect in the Arc\c” 
organized by the same team with course 
instructors as invited speakers, September 5-6, 
2019, 18 talks). program, book of abstracts Official course page at UiT study catalogue:

https://en.uit.no/education/courses/course?p_document_id=620639 

https://www.ntnu.edu/lingphil
https://site.uit.no/clear/wp-content/uploads/sites/449/2019/11/ASPECT-IN-THE-ARCTIC-Final-program.pdf
https://site.uit.no/clear/wp-content/uploads/sites/449/2019/11/Abstracts-ASPECT-IN-THE-ARCTIC.pdf
https://en.uit.no/education/courses/course?p_document_id=620639


HIF-8038: Course plan
https://site.uit.no/clear/wp-content/uploads/sites/449/2019/11/HIF-8038-course-plan.pdf

• a three-day intensive course
• offer 6 lectures (2 hours 

each) and 3 tutorial 
sessions (2 hours each)

• in-person
• Each day consisted of 

• 2 lectures, 
• lunch, and 
• 1 tutorial session for 

students' presentations 
and discussions of 
students' projects with 
course instructors.

https://site.uit.no/clear/wp-content/uploads/sites/449/2019/11/HIF-8038-course-plan.pdf


HIF-8038: Course content
The course will discuss peculiar proper0es of gramma0cal aspect, one of the most versa0le and 
striking gramma0cal categories of natural languages. The primary objec0ve of the course is to 
present recent accounts of aspect in terms of various theore0cal frameworks, including 
contemporary cogni0ve and formal approaches. The focus will be on rich empirical data from a 
variety of languages, including Germanic, Slavic, Cel0c, Romance and Indo-Iranian languages (in 
par0cular English, Russian, Bulgarian, ScoFsh Gaelic, Spanish, and Hindi) as well as some non-
Indo-European languages. The course will cover both broad-ranging issues regarding aspect as 
well as research findings of the instructors. Each instructor will hold a lecture and a tutoring 
session for students. The topics of the lectures are the following:

1. "On the primi.ves of aspect across languages and their acquisi.on" (María J. Arche, University of Greenwich)
2. "(Im)perfec.vity across languages and theories" (Antonio Fábregas and Laura A. Janda, UiT)
3. "The interface of lexical seman.cs / clause structure and aspect" (Mila Dimitrova Vulchanova, NTNU, Norway)
4. "Aspectual categories across languages: seman.c vs. morphological criteria" (Gillian C. Ramchand, UiT)
5. "TAME in a mul.lingual parallel corpus" (Östen Dahl, Stockholm University)
6. "A cogni.ve account of statements of fact in the Slavic East-West aspect division" (Stephen M. Dickey, U of Kansas)



HIF-8038: Objectives of the course
By the end of the course the student has obtained the following:
Knowledge
The student has
• an overview of major theoretical approaches to grammatical aspect;
• an advanced knowledge of how the category of aspect is grammatically represented in a wide 

range of languages;
• an overview of recent research findings on aspect and different theoretical approaches to aspect;
• knowledge of different analyses of specific aspectual phenomena and data.

Skills
The student is able to
• apply different theories and methodologies to his / her own research on aspect;
• actively participate in academic discussion related to the topic;
• formulate and present his/her own research questions and research findings;
• write a course paper / scholarly article of reduced length under supervision.



Example 2: PhD course HIF-8060 (February - May 2023)
"Construc4cography: Advanced topics in Construc4on Grammar"
• free of charge (apart from regular semester fee 

for any student at UIT)

• financial support of the Directorate for Higher 
Education and Skills (https://hkdir.no, UTFORSK 
grant, 2021-2025)

• started organizing in Oct. 2021! to launch it in 
Spring 2022 (initially planned as a hybrid course)

Ø Jan 2021 – dealine for proposing courses for Spring 
2022

• fully digital (due to new timing in 2023 & 
travel restrictions)

Ø January 15, 2022 – deadline for paperwork to adm. 
to run course in Spring 2023

Ø Febr 23 – approval of the course at adm
Ø Sept 1 – creating official page at UiT's system
Ø Dec 1 – deadline to register for international 

students

Official course page at UiT study catalogue:
https://en.uit.no/education/courses/course?p_document_id=620639 

https://hkdir.no/
https://en.uit.no/education/courses/course?p_document_id=620639


What is a linguistic construction?

• Constructions are recurrent patterns of phrase and sentence 
structures learned by native speakers in the process of language use.
• Examples from English:

1. It’s sweet of you to call. (the nice-of-you construction, see Goldberg & Herbst 2021)
2. Mary is tough to ignore. (the tough-construction, see Goh 2000)
3. He does not get up for lunch, let alone breakfast. (the let alone-cxn, see Fillmore et al. 1988) 

• Constructions of each language form a system termed construct-i-con.
• A discipline that focuses on representing such systems (building 

constructicon resources) is called constructicography.



A construc*con for Russian –
free, open access digital 

resource that offers a 
searchable database of over 
2,000 mul*-word syntac*c 
construc*ons (= recurrent 

paBerns of phrase and 
sentence structures) 





More informative page at the 
CLEAR research group website: 
https://site.uit.no/clear/course-constructicography/

Cource schedule
• The course will be arranged as a series of 8 digital

weekly webinars (90 min each) that will take
place over two months (February 28 to April 25)
at 17:00 CET

• followed by a two-day intensive part
(8 academic hours of teaching + 4 academic hours of
tutoring).

• Overall, the course will offer 12 lectures (90 min
each) and 2 tutoring sessions (90 min each):

Day 1: 4 academic hours of teaching and 2 academic 
hours of tutoring
Day 2: 4 academic hours of teaching and 2 academic 
hours of tutoring

https://site.uit.no/clear/course-constructicography/


More informaQve page at the 
CLEAR research group website: 
hZps://site.uit.no/clear/course-construc\cography/

Target students
• The target group of the course

includes PhD students in languages
and linguistics from Norway or other
countries.
• Any PhD student with an interest in

Construction Grammar and/or
Constructicography is encouraged to
attend.
• Prior knowledge of Construction

Grammar is recommended, but not
required.

https://site.uit.no/clear/course-constructicography/




Admission requirements (come from UiT)

• The course has a maximum of 25 seats. 
• If the number of applicants exceeds the number of places 

available on the PhD course, applicants will be ranked 
from category 1 to 4.
o Category 1: Students admitted to the PhD Programme

at UiT
o Category 2: Participants in the Associate Professor 

Programme that fulfil the educational requirements
o Category 3: Doctoral students from other universities
o Category 4: Applicants with a minimum of a Master´s 

Degree (or equivalent). (A Norwegian Master´s 
Degree of 5 years or 3 (Bachelor Degree) + 2 years 
(Master’s Degree).



Course work
1. LECTURES & READING ASSIGNMENTS
Each lecture is accompanied with a reading 
assignment (one or two scholarly arccles) 
that has to be completed prior to the lecture. 
2. TUTORING SESSIONS & PPT PRESENTATION
At the end of the course, the students are 
required to make a presentacon of their 
project that will also serve as the topic of 
their course paper. PowerPoint slides is a 
requirement for the presentacon.
3. COUSE PAPER ("HOME" EXAM) – next slide



Assessment and exam
PhD students will be awarded 5 ECTS if they
• read the required scholarly articles prior to

the classes;
• attend 80% of teaching sessions;
• make a short presentation of their

project that will also serve as the topic of
their course paper. The presentation will be
delivered digitally via zoom.;

• submit a course paper written in English on
the topic discussed with course instructors
(approx. 15 pages (6000 words), 12 point
font, Times New Roman, line spacing 1.5).
The course paper will be assessed on a
Pass/Fail basis.
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Take-home message:

1. The preparatory phase 
can take a year (due to 
administrative procedures)
2. A way to bring your 
research to students and 
colleagues
3. Flexibility
4. Something in between a 
conference and a regular 
university cource
5. Both academic and 
management enterprise
6. Worth the effort


