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M 3A€C HaLW OTHOWEHN?
(PronPers-3 Acc) swaer, Cl | Ko ero uae, novemy oua Tak nocrynuna,
4 w2

ThL? Kakoe y Te6 nnan

P | To-TO 4 OHO, 4TO OT MEHSI HHYETO He 3aBUCHT.
3apava B8 HAKAK He pewanace.

10. (epmcTaenoe) (Prep) uTo (we) VP, Tak 370 (4e) XP/CI | “ero foub He caenana, Tak 1o ke y6panacs

1. (kaK) no e, (1ak) CI | Kak nio e, 370 eué He 6ena.

12. (e/camoe) spems Cop VP-Inf | Camoe Bpems BepumTs Gonsuume Aena

Number of matching constructions: 2277

What is a construction?

Constructions are structural nits of language, prominent linguistic patterns that form sentences and phrases. Constructions are
arguably stored in speakers' minds as prefabricated units. Some constructions are simple like the English construction My name is
John. Others are more complex like the English nice-of-you construction, as in It nice of you to call. Constructions often have a fixed
part (the anchor) and variable parts (slots). For example, /15, of, and toare anchor words, whereas nice, you and callare filers of the
slots. Because fillers can vary, one can employ the same construction to produce various utterances, such as /t’ bad of him to come
late or Its sweet of them to ask.

Y10 TaKoe KOHCTPYKLUn?

370 CTPYKTYPSI, KOTOPSIS, Kak KUPIASHKW, 06PA3YIOT NIDGATOXEHMS W WX JY3CTH. ECTE MPOCTSIE KOHCTPYKLIH, HanpMep, Mers
30ByT [1e75, €CT CROXHbIE — OH HET-HeT 43 4 CIIDOCHT. BGe OHM WMEIOT GMKCHPOBaHHYIO (AKOPS) M epeMesHble HacTh (croT):
AKOPA 30BYT W HET-HET 413 # OKPYXeKbl COTaNM C 33paHee 33aHHLIMI CBOACTBaMH. 110-PAIHOMY IAMONHAR CTIOTHI OAHOR
KOHCTPYKLIHH, MOXHO FOBOPHTS PaaHbie Bewin: Moro 404Ky 308yT Mauua, I108apa 308yT Haan [1eTpoBM«...nk: S HeT-HeT 4a
OLINGYCb, HeT-HeT 43 1 cKaXewls KaKyIO-HGYb EpYHLY.
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3a paxyHok

Results

1. 40ro 406poro VP-PRV.Fut | A To BOHH, 4r0 AOBPOIO, NIOAYMAIOTb, L0 TH 3a6YB PO HHX.

2.5k Ta/Te/T0i/T0 NP | JKUTTA, AK TO/ LIBIT, LU0 3eMA1I0 KPACHTb.

3. Hemxe (He) VP? | HeBxe nioav roBopaTs npasay?

4. NP-Nom Habupatycs (Habpatics) NP-Gen | Xnonuuk pic i Ha6upascs cun.

5.3 ornsay Ha NP-Acc, Cl | BiH He CTaB LbOro poBuTH, 3 OrIAAY Ha BaHanbHicTs cuTyaLlii

6. Haue6To/HeHave XP/C | Tpo MeHe Hae6To 3abynm

7. XP/C Hiu/Haue6T0 XP/Cl | o 06nmudio ONleKCia IPOMAMHYO, HAUEBTO Tikb, He3aA0BOMeHHS.
8. VP ynacnigok NP-Gen | YHacniAok noaii noCTPaxaany Kinbka nacaxupis.

9. Tex mexi NP-Nom, Cll | Tex MeHi nomiunuk!

10. ouie Tak NP-Nom/Verb/Cop: (CI)! | Oue Tak aveo!

Number of matchina constructions: 70

¢
Jy»"

A constructicon is ke a dictionary
with constructions instead of words.

KOHCTPYKTUKOH A5 yKpaiHCbKOI MOBU

KOHCTPYKTUKOH — Lie penosuTopiii 6aratociBHiX rpaMaTiiHyx KOHCTPYKLIii MOBM. CTBOpeHHS
KOHCTPYKTUKOHIB Pi3HUX MO — HOBA ranyab MHTBICTUUHIX AOCTIAKeHb, 3CHOBAHE Ha TeOpii
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Construxercise!

B B Hands-on learning of Russian constructions

1.
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3.

Theoretical framework: CxG

The Russian Constructicon

e The interface

* Turning a list into a structured inventory:
semantic annotation

The Ukrainian Constructicon
* Equivalents

Pedagogical application
e Challenges



1. Preliminary remarks: Theoretical background

= Construction Grammar theory (Fillmore et al. 1988, Croft 2001, Goldberg, 2006):

= A grammatical construction is
* the central unit of language structure and description

* arecurrent conventional pairing of form and meaning (or function) learned in the
process of language use

" The constructions of a language form a structured system termed a construct-i-con,
that accounts for the entirety of the language (Fillmore et al. 1988, Langacker 2008,
Goldberg & Herbst 2021).

= A construct-i-con is
* a system of constructions in a language and
* a thorough description of this system, in the form of a digital database



What is a construction?
Evolving understanding of the phenomenon

* Goldberg 1995: 4

“Phrasal patterns are considered constructions if something about their form or |
meaning is not strictly predictable from the properties of their component parts or
from other constructions”.

* Goldberg 2006: 5

“Any linguistic pattern is recognized as a construction as long as some aspects of its
form or function is not strictly predictable from its components parts or from other
constructions reco%nized to exist. In addition, patterns are stored as constructions
even if they are fully predictable as long as they occur with sufficient frequency.”

“Any conventionalized form-meaning pairing in a language, at any level of
complexity, from morpheme through lexeme through phrase to discourse structure.”



What is a construction?
Summarizing today’s understanding (in CxG)

* A construction may be compositional or non-compositional
e Constructions can be fully idiomatic or fully schematic
* Constructions can be frequent or infrequent

* All meaningful units of a language are constructions
* An entire language can be described in terms of constructions

The discussion goes on:

Haspelmath, M. 2023. “On what a construction is.” In Constructions 15.1.




Example: the nice-of-you cxn in English

It’s nice of you to be worried about my health.

... it’s sweet of him to call ...
Really, it’s silly of you to ask ...

It’s smart of Amazon to try anything it can to get people to associate Amazon
with food shopping.

Good of you to join us today.

Goldberg, A. E., & Herbst, T. (2021). The nice-of-you construction and its fragments.
Linguistics, 59(1), 285-318.



We can offer preliminary answers based on

data from the Russian Constructicon (2277

Th e O ret I Ca ‘ p re m |Ses multi-word grammatical constructions)

constructicon.gi

4 N\
CxG: numerous t]r\oro(l;gh stu_dles Iof individual What are the major types of )
constructions found in various languages meanings that multi-word
\ ) grammatical constructions can
encode?
\_ J/
( ) e N
Yet I_|ttle is known about ho.w the seman_tlcs o_f the What semantic types of
entire system of constructions unfolds in a single constructions are attested
language. more often than others?
\ / . y
- \ Do various types of
We need a relatively large inventory of constructions constructional meaning form a
of a single language, and a detailed description of coherent system?
this inventory, a constructicon.



https://constructicon.github.io/russian/

What is a construct-i-con? cf. lex-i-con

* A constructicon is:
e a structured inventory of constructions in a given language

e Constructicons exist for:

* English

* German

e Swedish The Russian Constructicon is by
* Japanese far the largest,

* Brazilian Portuguese with over 2200 constuctions

* Russian

Ukrainian



Theoretical grounding

ﬁEninsh Subject Auxiliary Inversion family of constructions

* Fillmore’s (1988: 37) [ cow (Goldberg 2006)
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Goals

* To answer Fillmore’s challenge to describe an
entire language in terms of constructions, we
have built a large-scale constructicon resource
that represents a major portion of the
grammar of Russian.

* Throughout this process we have endeavored
to represent the semantic and formal
relationships among constructions, following
Goldberg’s model.

e Result: the Russian Constructicon, a structured
inventory of over 2200 constructions and their
organization into families, clusters, and
networks.

L
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Results

3. (a) kak e NP-Nom? | A kak xe mama?

4. (a) npu 4ém 3pecb/TyT Cop NP-Nom? | lpu 4éM 3aechb HalM OTHOLWEHUA?

5. (a) Noun-Nom/kTo (xe) (PronPers-3.Acc) sHaet, Cl | KTo ero sHaet, noyeMy oHa Tak nocrynuna

6. (a/TaK) uTo HacuéT XP? | YTo HacuET NATHULLI? Kakue y Te6s nnaHbI?

7. NP-Nom Cop noxoxuit-Short Ha NP-Acc (NP-Ins/no NP-Dat) | Bacs noxox Ha nany.

8. (BOT) T6-TO M OHO, 4TO CI/XP | TO-TO M OHO, 4TO OT MEHS HUYEro He 3aBUCHT.

9. (Bcé) Hukak He VP-Ipfv | 3apayva BCE HUKaK He peluanachb.

10. (eauHcTBeHHOE) (Prep) uTo (He) VP, Tak ato (He) XP/Cl | Yero aoub He caenana, Tak 310 He y6panach.
11. (kak) no mHe, (Tak) Cl | Kak no MHe, 310 ewwé He 6epa.

12. (He/camoe) Bpema Cop VP-Inf | Camoe Bpema BeplumMTb Gonblume fena

Number of matching constructions: 2277

What is a construction?

Constructions are units of promi linguistic patterns that form and phrases. C ions are
arguably stored in speakers’ minds as prefabricated units. Some constructions are simple like the English construction My name is
John. Others are more complex like the English nice-of-you construction, as in /t’s nice of you to call. Constructions often have a fixed
part (the anchor) and variable parts (slots). For example, /t’s, of, and to are anchor words, whereas nice, you and call are fillers of the
slots. Because fillers can vary, one can employ the same construction to produce various utterances, such as /t’s bad of him to come
late or It's sweet of them to ask.

YT0 TaKoe KOHCTPpYKLUU?

9T0 CTPYKTYpbI, KOTOPbIE, Kak KUPNMYNKM, 06pa3yioT NPeAnoXeHMs i ux YacTu. ECTb NpocTbie KOHCTPYKUMM, Hanpumep, MeHs
308yT [leTsA, a ecTb CNOXHble — OH HET-HET Aa 1 cripocuT. Bce OHU UMeloT (AKopb) 1 nept vacTu (cnotbi):
AKOPA 30BYT U HET-HET Ja M OKPYXXeHbI C/I0TaMU C 3apaHee 3a/jaHHbIMU CBOMCTBaMM. 10-pasHOMy 3an0NHASA CNOTbI OAHOM
KOHCTPYKLUM, MOXKHO FrOBOPUTL pasHble Beluu: Moro 404Ky 308yT Mawwa, lToBapa 30ByT UsaH [1eTpoBuy... unu: 5 HeT-HeT Aa u
oLmnbyce, HeT-HeT Aa u CKaxellb KaKyro-H16YAb epyHAY.

@& constructicon.github.io/russian/ L rBAE >0
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CONSTRUCTICON

2. RusCon: General information ’ RUSSIAN

* The Russian Constructicon is a free open access electronic resource that offers a
searchable database of Russian constructions

e Content: 2277 multi-word grammatical constructions & descriptions of their
properties & corpus-based illustrations

* Target audience:
o linguists (researchers of Russian and other Slavic languages, typologists),
o students and teachers of Russian as a foreign language,
o specialists in natural language processing (NLP)

* Time spent on creating it: 2016 — 2022

» User-friendly interface: https://constructicon.github.io/russian/

* Code: open access, can be repurposed for other languages


https://constructicon.github.io/russian/

Team behind the project

Laura Tore Ekaterina Olga Radovan Daria Valentina Anna Francis
Janda Nesset Rakhilina  Lyashevskaya Bast Mordashova  Zhukova Endresen Tyers

* University of Tromsg - The Arctic University of Norway (research group CLEAR)

* National Research University Higher School of Economics (School of Linguistics)

sag: UIT The Arctic @ HIGHER SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS
‘3’4\,_ .f UnlverSItyOfNOrway NATIONAL RESEARCH UNIVERSITY


https://site.uit.no/clear/
https://ling.hse.ru/en/
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References |Famili StatuslID Nuli Name |Nan4111ustration IG]os{ Engli| Norwegil CEF1 Definition in Rus|Definition in Eng1 Definition in Norwegian IExamplc 1 |Examplc 2 |Examplc 3 IExamplc 4 IExamplc 5 (Morphology |Synt.t
Zhukova, Val{Cemp{ EB 83 |NP-Nom Cop Bcé Adj-Cmp/VP A/NP-NIIIym cTaHOBHIICS BCE CHIIb Koncrpykuus o] This construction|Konstruksjonen uttrykke:{ On ynei6aet| CHavana ex Hukura Cei Kcratn mnd Omnoneran{ NP, Nom, CopCopula
No references| AE 84|(VP) Bce NumCrd NP-Gen (VP)|OH Kynui JeTAM He NATh Ki Konctpyxkuus cre| This construction | Konstruksjonen fremhevq [lo crannuu|3a Takue 60| Ha Bup eii £ 3auem tpati Eciu B 1999 VP, NumCrd, Head a
Zhukova, Val{Contif EB 85|Bcé VP-Ipfv Bcé \ C camoro npuesza B [Texun to X ¢4 X hele |A2 | Koncrpykuns Beif This construction|Konstruksjonen uttrykker) M kto-To cB{ A 3axap Bct A oH Bcé [c|A Exuk Beg Ho uto e § VP, Ipfv Head a
Zhukova, Val{Contif EB 86|Bcé VP-Ipfv na/u ~VP-Ipfv Bcé \Mansumk Beé mén aa meén. to ke¢a gjore X|B1 | Koncrpykuus Beif This construction | Konstruksjonen uttrykket{ [Haranes]Pd Crapuk nep — Bort [4]P Xorenocs nj Koporaes nj VP, Ipfv Head a
Endresen, An{Impor] AE 87 |Bcero mums NP Bcer( OHa BCero JIMIb MeJICeCTp: just a|bare X, f{A2 | Koncrpykumus o6o| This construction | Konstruksjonen betyr at ¢ JTio6as kuur| B nepssie M — Pa3sse B — Bsl aktp] 'enepan noy NP Head a
Endresen, A.n‘ Impory AE 88 |Bcero-nascero NP Bcer( 3To OBLT BCEro-HaBCEro CT4 mere] bare X, f{A2 | Koncrpykuus o6o| This construction|Konstruksjonen betyr at t{— He 6oiics ITorom s np| Mama B3sun{ inTeprer — 5 6511 B TO | NP Head a
Endresen, An{Stand{ AE 89 [NP-Nom Cop Bcem Noun-Dat.Pl {NP-NBcem 6opmiam Gopu. The HFor en X|A2 | Koncrpykuus uen| This construction|Konstruksjonen benyttes | Keun n3 I'o| Y Hac komu | Ee oren — K| ITpesuzent | 9to 6511 Be{ NP, Nom, Cop|Copula
No references| AE 90|Bcneacreue NP-Gen Cl BCle| BeneicTBHE TaKoro 1moBesie as ar(pa grunn|B2 | Koncrpykuus yka| This construction|Konstruksjonen peker pa|B ocrHoBHOM [Muorue u3 Emé xnent(Beneacreud Beneacrsug NP, Gen, C1 - |Clause
CM. moaxiacq AE 91 |rne 661 Hu VP-Pst, Cl e I'me 651 OH HH MOABNIAICH, C wher{Uansett H1B2 | Konctpyxkuus 060| This construction|Konstruksjonen betyr at ¢ I'me 651 Hu [1I'ne 651 Mu1 |I'ie 651 1 0y I'ne 651 Hu [| 1 rae 651 HY VP, Pst, Cl Biclaus
No references LFEM 92 |rne-to XP re-1 5 npuay rae-To B BOCEMB B some|bortimot [B2 | Koncrpykuus 060| This construction | Konstruksjonen betyr at t| 51 ero ue Buj Ite-to [9ep| Yrpo npum) 3arem pasng He mory 1oy XP, PP, Adv, N\ Head a
Paxuwmna E. |Cempy EB 93 |ropasno Adj-Cmp/Adv-Cmp ropaj ToT oM ropaszo ynobHee Koncrpyxkuus ycu| This construction| Konstruksjonen forsterke| Kpome Toro,| Oka3ssiBaerc B peansHo# ABTOOYCHI, iEcm{ 10, 9T Adj, Cmp, AdyHead a
Endresen, An|Willin EBI 94 |roroBHOCTE NP-Gen VP-Inf roroj [oToBHOCTE pouTenei 6op one's | Xs bered|B1 | Koncrpykuus o6o| This construction | Konstruksjonen betyr at [| Kaxaas sxeH ['oroBHOCTE A oTHOmeH MuBectuum ITogobusie i NP, Gen, VP, If Matrix
No references| EV4 95 |rpex Cop He VP-Pfv.Inf! rpex|I'pex He BHITHTE! It's a{vi ber gjgB2 | Koncrpykuus o6o| This construction | Konstruksjonen betyr at t{ I'pex He [Bod Babymika ct‘ Bce Tax CM4 ITocne atux|Ho npexae | Cop, VP, Pfv, 1| Copula
Cwm. takxe I'y|A fam| EB 96 | nasaii(te) VP-Fut.1.Pl! nasal [{aBaiiTe noiaeM B KHHO! Let's |la oss X A2 | Koncrpykuus o6o| This construction|Konstruksjonen betyr at [| A mue ckopd laBaiite [of — Kcenus, [laBaiire [n¢ Jasaiite [off VP, Fut, 1, Pl |Clause
Cwm. takxe IIqA fam| EB 97 | naii(te) (PronPers-2.Nom) (NP-D| naii(] daii sonenars! Letnjlameg X|C1 | Koncrpykuus Beif This construction|Konstruksjonen uttrykker Ceiigac my4j Otcrans 0'r|— Hy? — j— MHaii [Te] Bekunarurg NP, Dat, VP, I Clause
Endresen, AnjImpor] EB2 98 | (c)marsca-Pst PronPers-Dat ator 1} (c)aa [lancs Tebe 3T0T HeyauHuK Therd NA B2 | Koncrpykuus Beif] This construction | Konstruksjonen uttrykke:{ Hancs [ei]E — A monoko A Bce ocras — IX, 3ps, B Cnamucs [1qPst, PronPers, ] Clause
No references The )] EB| 100|manexo 10 NP-Gen nane| Emé 65110 ganeko 1o joMa be fai langt til A1 | Konctpykuus coo| This construction|Konstruksjonen formidle]— JIanuo, s1|— Teneps ¥ ITucarens n Ham, ecin © Emé nanexq NP, Gen Head a
Endresen, AnjLittle, EB| 101 |ganexo ne Adj/Adv nane| OH 1aneko He YMHBIH CTy/d hard Bl | Koncrpykuus o6o| This construction | Konstruksjonen betyr at t| [Pycckoe kp{ S mymato, > IIpezacrasne Ito ganeko Oxkazanocs,|Adj, Adv Head a
Cm. moaxiacq AE| 102|Cl, napom uro XP/Cl Cl, n{JTromu Besjie OJHHAKOBEIE, ]l althoitrass i at |C1 | Koncrpykuus o6o| This construction | Konstruksjonen betyr at  Booomie meH JKena, napo|[B myme KdB Te rozs! ¢| [Uapromyck Cl, XP, NP, VP Connec
No references| EV4| 103 |NP-Nom penarts Bug, uro Cl NP-NOH genaet BHA, YTO CIIyIIa be m¢ X later sqB2 | Koncrpykuus o6o| This construction|Konstruksjonen betyr at [| Ky3ska Hany [Tetskun pe Babymika ur JTugt nosuc IToaromy ka NP, Nom, Cl |Matrix
Endresen, An| RecorLFEM| 104 |nenats Hedero/HeKkyza aeBarhes, ( aena) [lenars Hedero, HaM HYKHO| It can Det er in{B2 | Koncrpykuus o6o| This construction | Konstruksjonen betyr at ¢ /{a aenars H{ J{o KoHIa nl Bce 3namy, | Takue orpo] M onsrs xe| Cl Clause
Endresen, An{ DisaplLFEM| 105 |menars PronPers-Dat Cop Hedero) aenaj[lenars Tebe Hedero! X shqHar X ik{B2 | Koncrpykuus Beif] This construction | Konstruksjonen uttrykker| — Ona [mozx 51 ve 3uan u Ho Tyt ae| — [lenars [| [ IlInuonn| PronPers, Dat, | Clause
Cm. rakke cr{X BT AE| 106|(Bce/Bes) neno/cyts Cop B ToM, 9] (Bce/| [Ien0 B TOM, YTO OHA Mepex The p problemg B2 | Koncrpykuus Beij| This construction | Konstruksjonen holder fr{Ieno B Tom,| B Tamamﬂ{ He Tax MHO|ITouemy Hy: Kommnekcr] Cop, Cl Matrix
Cwm. takxke cr{Introd AE| 107|geno Cop He B NP-Loc (, a B NP-] zeno| [leno He B ONO3JaHHSX. This {det gjeld¢{B2 | Koncrpykuus o6o| This construction | Konstruksjonen betyr at ¢ — Ectb xej Mue o1H ci| T'oBopsr, 41 Cro et Ha3| A 6yaymierd Cop, NP, Loc |Copula
No references| LFEM| 108|nensru Ha NP-Acc neHb| OH OTKIa/iBIBall IEHbTH Ha mone|penger til A2 | Koncrpykimus o6o| This construction | Konstruksjonen betegner|Ona roBopu] Yurs Bce 6y Kpynusie rj 1 norom, H4 Toraa on nq NP, Acc Head a
No references| AE| 109|NP-Nom pepxars NP-Acc npu ¢ NP-NOH aepXHT MBICIH ITpH ced keep Bl | Koncrpykuus nmd This construction | Konstruksjonen har direk| Bee aro 3aii| [Bonsusie | [[IpaButemy Hekotopsie | lo ofunnal NP, Nom, Acc | Predice
No references AE| 110|gepxy napH, (uro) Cl nepx epxy mapH, uro Tel B Hero Bio{ I lay {jeg skal WC1 | Koncrpykuus Beif This construction | Konstruksjonen uttrykker Iep:xy napy Jepxy napj epxy nap] ITurep oty epxy napy Cl Clause
No references| AE| 111|mo cux nmop Cl 10 ¢y JIo CHX Top MHE IPyCTHO. up til|...ennd |B1 | Koncrpykuus o6o| This construction|Konstruksjonen betegner| Mens Bor crj {o cux mop| o cux nop| Kak emy ynq Boo6me-To | Cl Clause
Cwm. Takxe cT{ A lot AE 112 | no gero (xe) XP! 110 4q {o yero THI 3110i! How [For X! |B2 | Koncrpykuus noz| This construction | Konstruksjonen fremhevq Tosko kora| [{o gero xe| o gero xe|( [lo gero xe|ITaBen Aney XP, Adj, Nom,|Head a
No references| AE| 113|g0 NP-Gen Cl 10 N|Io 3aBTpaka HeNb3s BKIIIOY till X|for X /tilA2 | Konctpykuus o6o| This construction|Konstruksjonen betegner |[MHoraa s M|— Hens3s j) Joxoauno B Ceyne go(— Jlaauo. [|NP, Gen, C1  |Clause
No references| LFEM| 114|noBonsHo (PronPers-2.Dat) VP-If 1oBo| {oBONBHO XanoBarhes! Enoujslutt 4 X |B1 | Koncrpykuus 060 This construction|Konstruksjonen betyr at t| Hy, naguo, 1 Ou nporsny Hy, rocniong On aposxan | [JoBoisHo [{ PronPers, 2, D{Clause
No references| AE| 115|gomxHo 68ITS, Cl 04 BEL, I0JDKHO GBITH, 9TOTO H must |det ma v§B2 | Koncrpykuus Beif This construction | Konstruksjonen uttrykkeq Ona, nomwxH| 10, A0IKH| JIOIDKHO 65{ Bxoausie 18 — Hdecars 1 Cl Clause *
PN P - P R O e e e [ [ o [ ! P, e




2. Code and data

« Source code: https://github.com/constructicon/russian
« Source data: https://github.com/constructicon/russian-data

Code: open access, can be repurposed for other languages

< C 88 @ github.com/constructicon/russian-data < C 8 @& github.com/constructicon/russian

O Product Solutions O Product Solutions

Open Source Pricing Open Source Pricing

[ constructicon / russian-data  Public [ constructicon / russian ' Public

<> Code (O Issues 17 Pullrequests () Actions (@ Security |~ Insights <> Code (O Issues 6 1 Pullrequests () Actions (O Security |~ Insights

Go to file m ¥ main ~ ¥ 2branches © 0 tags Go to file

¥ main ~ ¥ 2branches © 0 tags

ﬁ bast new data import

I .github/workflows

data

.gitignore
LICENSE
README.md
check-yaml.sh
combine-data.py
convert-db.py
database.csv
read-yaml.py
requirements.txt

split-data.py

0D OO DO DO D DO D OO

yamllint-config.yml

:= README.md

get rid of the debug script

new data import

ignore venv/

license under CC-BY; closes #19
add DOI badge; closes #17
silence too long line error from yamllint
provide example usage

change order of equivalents

new data import

add data

require black

provide example usage

silence too long line error from yamllint

license CC-BY || Dataverse DOI |

Data for https://github.com/constructicon/russian

Generation of YAML files

v 78bbc72 3 weeks ago YY) 90 commits

2 years ago

3 weeks ago
3 years ago

2 years ago
last year

8 months ago
2 years ago

5 months ago
3 weeks ago
3 years ago
3 years ago

2 years ago

8 months ago

First the Google spreadsheet is saved as Excel sheet. Then the Excel sheet is opened and saved in CSV format.

@ zojabutenko change carousel order

B .github/workflows

I .idea

B content

I static

I templates
.gitignore
LICENSE

config.toml|

0O
0O
[ README.md
0O
0O

requirements.txt

‘= README.md

Constructicon

v €610d79 on Dec 7, 2022 O 251 commits

update workflow to 0.15.3

upd

instructions final

allow one more level of nesting in data trees
change carousel order

ignore static/processed_images/

readme stub and license

clarification

fix twitter preview; closes #53

mv requirements.txt one level up

Searchable database of multiword grammatical constructions of Russian.

Using these libraries

¢ https://www.getzola.org/ (static site)

« https://vuejs.org/ (front-end user interface)

« https://vue-treeselect.js.org/ (for tree-select in advanced search)

« https://github.com/bvaughn/js-search (for searching)

* https://getbootstrap.com/ (CSS)

o A m e AN -

9 months ago
7 months ago
5 months ago
7 months ago
4 months ago
3 years ago
3 years ago
2 years ago
2 years ago

3 years ago

mn-_naﬂmﬂlr) oA e



Filling in the gaps

 Dictionaries, grammars, and
textbooks focus primarily on
lexemes, lexicalized idioms,
inflectional paradigms, and
grammatical patterns

* Multi-word expressions with
open slots are less reliably
represented in standard
resources

It seems that a few things
just fall through the cracks
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Choice of linguistic material

* Most constructions we have collected contain several words that form a phrasal
unit or a sentence.

* We focus on the most strategic and frequent constructions important for L2
learners.

* We prioritize “partially schematic” constructions (Ehrlemark et al. 2018).
* lie between idioms and fully compositional expressions
* have both an open slot(s) and a fixed lexical part(s)
e constraints on the fillers
e often: non-transparent or irregular syntax
e often: non-compositional semantics

Fixed part (anchor)

* bez pjati minut NP — lit. ‘without five minutes X’

Open slot & restrictions
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 »# Constructicon +
< C 88 @ constructicon.github.io/russian/ P KEBO® >Q
RUSSIAN Browse Advanced search Daily dose Statistics Instructions
CONSTRUCTICON

L € 4

Search in names and illustrations Level [AYeYeIUjdn page giVGS general
He roBopsA o information about the resource

About

Results

3. (a) kak xe NP-Nom? | A kak e mama?

4. (a) npu 4ém 3pecb/TyT Cop NP-Nom? | [Mpu 4éM 3pecb HalLM OTHOLWEHUA?

5. (a) Noun-Nom/kTo (e) (PronPers-3.Acc) 3Haet, Cl | Kro ero 3HaeT, noyemy oHa Tak nocrynuna.

6. (a/Tak) uyto Hac4eT XP? | YTo Hacuyér nATHUUDBI? Kakue y Te6s nnaHbl?

7. NP-Nom Cop noxoxwuit-Short Ha NP-Acc (NP-Ins/no NP-Dat) | Bacs noxox Ha nany.

8. (BoT) T6-T0 M 0HO, 4TO CI/XP | TO-TO M OHO, YTO OT MEHA HUYEro He 3aBUCMUT.

9. (Bcé) HuKak He VP-Ipfv | 3apaya BCE HMKaK He peluanach.

10. (eauHcTBeHHoe) (Prep) uto (He) VP, Tak ato (He) XP/Cl | Yero aoub He caenana, Tak aTo He y6panach.
11. (kaK) no mHe, (Tak) Cl | Kak no MHe, aTo eLLé He 6epaa.

12. (He/camoe) Bpems Cop VP-Inf | Camoe Bpems BepluMTb 6onblune aena.

-~ m

Number of matching constructions: 2273



00 L Constructicon X +

& C' & constructicon.github.io/russian/about/ & & s>« O <
RUSSIAN Browse Advanced search Daily dose Statistics Instructions About
CONSTRUCTICON

About the project

. What is the Russian Constructicon

About the project

—

1. What is the Russian Constructicon
2. Code and data

The Russian Constructicon (RusCon) is a free open-access electronic resource that offers a searchable
database of multiword grammatical constructions of Russian, with over 3600 constructions (and more

3. Team behind this project
being continuously added).

4. Howto cite The constructions are accompanied with thorough descriptions of their properties and illustrated with

corpus-based example sentences. Descriptions are provided by linguists and translated into English
and Norwegian. The constructions are organized in families, clusters, and networks based on their
semantic and syntactic properties. Search functions make it possible to filter constructions for a
variety of features including semantic types, syntactic patterns, morphological categories, semantic
roles, and CEFR levels of language proficiency.

(&)

. Key publications
6. Talks

7. Student projects
The resource is designed for both researchers and L2 learners of Russian and strategically targets

8. Yto Takoe Pycckuit KOHCTPYKTUKOH highly frequent but non-transparent constructions that are most essential for learners of Russian. We
focus on those language specific constructions that have both fixed and variable elements. The fixed
part of a construction is called the anchor. The anchor can be specific words or it can be the structure
of a construction like word order or reduplication The variable elements of a3 construction are called



O  # Constructicon +

® < C B8 @ constructicon.github.io/russian/ P EBA®>QO S -
a RUSSIAN Browse Advanced search Daily dogg
. k Select any construction, click on
it and the description will
appear at the bottom of the
same page

W

o

Search in names and illustrations Level

He roeopsa o

O 6 ©

Results

@

3. (a) kak xe NP-Nom? | A kak e mama?
4. (a) npu yém 3aecb/TyT Cop NP-Nom? | [lpu 4éM 3aechb HalLM OTHOLIEHUA?

5. (a) Noun-Nom/kTo (xe) (PronPers-3.Acc) aHaet, Cl | KTo ero 3HaeT, noyeMy oHa TakK nocrynuna.

6. (a/TaKk) uro HacuéT XP? | Y10 HacuyéT nATHUUBLI? Kakue y Tebsa nnaHbi?

7. NP-Nom Cop noxoxuw-Short Ha NP-Acc (NP-Ins/no NP-Dat) | Bacs noxox Ha nany.

8. (BoT) T6-TO 1 OHO, 4TO CI/XP | TO-TO M OHO, YTO OT MEHA HUYEro He 3aBUCMUT.

9. (Bcé) HuKak He VP-Ipfv | 3apava BCE HUKaK He pellanacs.

10. (eauHcTBEeHHOeE) (Prep) yto (He) VP, Tak ato (He) XP/Cl | Yero fnouyb He caenana, Tak aTo He ybpanacs.
11. (kak) no mHe, (Tak) Cl | Kak no MHe, 310 eLé He 6eaa.

12. (He/camoe) Bpems Cop VP-Inf | Camoe Bpema BepluuTh 60nb

-~ -

V ®

G

Browse a list of over 2200

Number of matching constructions: 2273 .
constructions



s Constructicon ar
< C 88 @ constructicon.github.io/russian/ P EBI® >0 2
RUSSIAN Browse Advanced search Daily dose Statistics Instructions About
\ ONSTRUCTICON

Each construction has an ID number, a

name (a general morphosyntactic formula)

lllustration and a short recognizable illustration.

Its

. abbl Pronint | Aenan paboty xopdQEl, a He abbl Kak.
. an aa NP-Nom! — AW fa repon! — K[EKHYN AMPEKTop B BOCTOpre.
BasuaTb ner

3Y\. ax PronPers-Nor@NP-Nom! | Ax Tbl nganeun!
a

o — P i S PBeTUTD!
35. 6or BecTb Pronint | OHuM npuHecnu B nakeTte 60r BECTb YTO.
36. 6onee yem Adv/Adj/Pred | Bonee yeM NOHATHO

37. 6onbHo Adv/Adj/Pred | BonbHO CNoXHo

38. NP-Nom 6pocutb VP-Ipfv.Inf | A 6pocun Kyputsb.

20 Anncurclmn \/D.infulnfl | Enace Ananiared

Number of matching constructions: 2273

23

2

414
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NAME 6e3 natu MUHYT NP - be3 nsitv MUHyT Bpay

DEFINITION (Russian) KoHCTpyKuusi 0603HaYaeT, YTO HEKOTOPbIN [y‘-IaCTHVIK]partiCipant B 6nukanueM 6yayLieM CMEHUT CBO CTaTyC Ha [HOBbIN, Kak NpaBuio,
60nee BbICOKUIM CTaTYC|siatus. OBbIYHO peyb MAET 0 nonyyeHumn npodeccun (npumep 1), NPOABUXKEHUN NO KapbepHOW NlecTHULLE (MpUMep 2) UK NOBbILLEHUN
cTaTyca B JIMYHbIX UM POACTBEHHbIX OTHOWeHUAX (Npumepbl 3, 4). BoipaxeHue «6e3 NSTU MUHYT» CUHOHUMWUYHO COBY «MoYTK». Kak ecnu 6bl Ha Yacax
0OCTaBasioCb BCEro NATb MUHYT A0 HACTYNIeHUS HOBOIO CTaTyca.

DEFINITION (English) This construction means that some [participant]participant Will, in the near future, experience a change in status to a [new and usually higher
status]eyauation- Usually the expression refers to obtaining a profession (example 1), career advancement (example 2), or an elevation in the status of personal or
family relationships (examples 3, 4). The phrase “6e3 naTn MuHyT” is synonymous with “noytun”, as if there were only five minutes left on the clock before the
onset of a new status.

DEFINITION (Norwegian) Konstruksjonen betyr at [en deltaker]p,icipant | N@ermeste fremtid vil f& endret sin status til [en ny og som regel hgyere status]e,ajuation-
Som regel dreier det seg om a fa en yrkestittel (eksempel 1), klatre pa karrierestigen (eksempel 2) eller @ oppna en hgyere status i privatliv eller familieforhold
(eksempel 3 og 4). Uttrykket '6e3 nsaTu' er synonymt med ordet 'nouTtu’, som om klokka viser at den nye statusen vil inntre om bare fem minutter.

EXAMPLES
1. [MuTSAparticipant — CTYAEHT NOCNEHEro Kypca MeANHCTUTYTa, 6e3 NATU MUHYT [Bpay]siatys.
2. — [Bbllparticipant 6€3 NATM MUHYT [06napaTens «Ockapar]siatys. — Bbl MHe nbcTuTe.
3. Y)Xe yepes ceKyHAY OH NMOHSAN, YTO 3TO Oblg il
4. Munxaunn HasapoB npuLuesn Ha NpasgHuk E

noTpe6oBan cebe nuBa co CKUAKOI. CEFR — The Common European Framework of
5. HoBble npaewuia 3actaBndarOT 6e3 NATU Reference for Ianguages, Al_cz

[ (J Show additional information]

Click here and see additional information.

> Q

it



EQUIVALENTS (Norwegian)
nesten X

EQUIVALENTS (English)
near-X / almost X / X-to-be

Additional information

COMMON FILLERS
« Bpay
* UHXeHep
« ajBokar
« npodeccop
« KaHauaar Hayk
* CTYAEHT
* BbINYCKHUK
* MEepBOKACCHUK
* JKeHa
« oTey
« nana
o KEHUX
* POACTBEHHMKM
* CeMbA
* MWIKOHEP

SEMANTIC TYPE
« Salient property
o Status

SYNTACTIC TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION
« Head and Modifier Construction

SYNTACTIC FUNCTION OF ANCHOR
« Modifier 25



SYNTACTIC STRUCTURE OF ANCHOR
« Prepositional Phrase

More additional information

PART OF SPEECH OF ANCHOR
» Preposition
» Numeral
« Noun

DEPENDENCY STRUCTURE
1. [root [obl [case Bes] [nummod naTu] MmunyT] NP]

DEPENDENCY STRUCTURE OF ILLUSTRATION
1. [root [obl [case Bes] [nummod naTu] MuHyT] Bpay]

COMMUNICATIVE TYPE
« Not applicable

USAGE LABEL Colloquial

COMMENT
'CM. NOXOXYHO KOHCTPYKLUMIO 32

REFERENCES
« No references
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BrpYKLIMS 0603HAYAET, YTO HEKOTOPbIV [yHacTHUK|pamepant & ooy
PUYb UAET O NonyyYeHun npodeccum (npumep 1), NPOABUXKEHUM NO KapbepHOW NIecTHULEe (NpUMep 2) UK NOBbILLEHUN
oweHunsx (npumepsbi 3, 4). BbipaXkeHune «6e3 MATY MUHYT» CUHOHUMUYHO CJIOBY «MOYTW». Kak ecnin 6bl Ha yacax
N/IEHUA HOBOTO CcTaTyca.

DEFINITION (Russian)
6onee Bbl -

cTaTtyca B Open slot
iy & restrictions

DEFINITION (English) This construction means that some [participant]participant Will, in the near future, experience a change in status to a [new and usually higher
status]eyauation- Usually the expression refers to obtaining a profession (example 1), career advancement (example 2), or an elevation in the status of personal or
family relationships (examples 3, 4). The phrase “6e3 naTn MuHyT” is synonymous with “noytun”, as if there were only five minutes left on the clock before the
onset of a new status.

DEFINITION (Norwegian) Konstruksjonen betyr at [en deltaker]p,icipant | N@ermeste fremtid vil f& endret sin status til [en ny og som regel hgyere status]e,ajuation-
Som regel dreier det seg om a fa en yrkestittel (eksempel 1), klatre pa karrierestigen (eksempel 2) eller @ oppna en hgyere status i privatliv eller familieforhold
(eksempel 3 og 4). Uttrykket '6e3 nsaTu' er synonymt med ordet 'nouTtu’, som om klokka viser at den nye statusen vil inntre om bare fem minutter.

EXAMPLES
1. [MuTSAparticipant — CTYAEHT NOCNEHEro Kypca MeANHCTUTYTa, 6e3 NATU MUHYT [Bpay]siatys.
2. — [Bbllparticipant 6€3 NATM MUHYT [06napaTens «Ockapar]siatys. — Bbl MHe nbcTuTe.
3. Y>xe yepes CeKyH/ly OH MOHS, YTO 3TO 6bin [BUTanuitlparicipant, @ABOKAT, 6€3 NATU MUHYT DkeHnx Hapexabl UropeBHbl]siatys.
4. Muxaunn HasapoB npuLuen Ha npasgHuUK BMecTe CO CBOeN AeByLIKon TaHen. — [Mbl]participam— 6e3 NATU MUHYT [ceMbsl]siatys, — CKasan oH 6apMeHy u
notpeboBan cebe NMBa CO CKUAKOMW.
5. HoBble npaBwua 3acTaBnAloT 6e3 NATU MUHYT [Bnagenbues]siatys COKpalaTb BpEMSA PEKOHCTPYKLMMU 34aHUM.

CEFR LEVEL A2

() Show additional information

it
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NAME 6e3 natv MuHyT NP - 5e3 naTv MuHyT Bpay ||tera”y: without 5 minutes X

DEFINITION (Russian) KoHCTpyKuusi 0603HaYaeT, YTO HEKOTOPbIN [yqaCTHMK]pamcipam B 6nukanueM 6yayLieM CMEHUT CBOI CTaTyC Ha [HOBbIN, Kg
60nee BbICOKUIM CTaTYC|siatys. OBbIYHO peyb MAET 0 nonyyeHumn npodeccun (npumep 1), NPOABUKEHUN NO KapbepHOW NleCTHULLE (NpUMep 2) unu r
cTaTyca B JIMYHbIX UM POACTBEHHbIX OTHOLWEHUAX (MpumMepsbl 3, 4). BoipaxeHue «6e3 NATU MUHYT» CUHOHUMMUYHO CIIOBY «MoYTH». Kak ecnu 6bl Hi
0OCTaBasioCb BCEro NATb MUHYT A0 HACTYNIeHUS HOBOIO CTaTyca.

DEFINITION (English) This construction means that some [participant]participant Will, in the near future, experience a change in status to a [new and usually higher
status]eyauation- Usually the expression refers to obtaining a profession (example 1), career advancement (example 2), or an elevation in the status of personal or
family relationships (examples 3, 4). The phrase “6e3 naTn MuHyT” is synonymous with “noytun”, as if there were only five minutes left on the clock before the
onset of a new status.

DEFINITION (Norwegian) Konstruksjonen betyr at [en deltaker]p,icipant | N@ermeste fremtid vil f& endret sin status til [en ny og som regel hgyere status]e,ajuation-
Som regel dreier det seg om a fa en yrkestittel (eksempel 1), klatre pa karrierestigen (eksempel 2) eller @ oppna en hgyere status i privatliv eller familieforhold
(eksempel 3 og 4). Uttrykket '6e3 nsaTu' er synonymt med ordet 'nouTtu’, som om klokka viser at den nye statusen vil inntre om bare fem minutter.

EXAMPLES
1. [MuTSAparticipant — CTYAEHT NOCNEHEro Kypca MeANHCTUTYTa, 6e3 NATU MUHYT [Bpay]siatys.
2. — [Bbllparticipant 6€3 NATM MUHYT [06napaTens «Ockapar]siatys. — Bbl MHe nbcTuTe.
3. Y>xe yepes CeKyH/ly OH MOHS, YTO 3TO 6bin [BUTanuitlparicipant, @ABOKAT, 6€3 NATU MUHYT DkeHnx Hapexabl UropeBHbl]siatys.
4. Muxaunn HasapoB npuLuen Ha npasgHuUK BMecTe CO CBOeN AeByLIKon TaHen. — [Mbl]participant 6e3 NATU MUHYT [ceMbsl]siatys, — CKasan oH 6apMeHy u
notpe6oBan cebe NMBa CO CKUAKOMW.
5. HoBble npaBwua 3acTaBnAloT 6e3 NATU MUHYT [Bnagenbues]siatys COKpalaTb BpEMSA PEKOHCTPYKLMMU 34aHUM.

CEFR LEVEL A2

(J Show additional information

> Q
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NAME 6e3 natu MUHYT NP - be3 nsitv MUHyT Bpay

DEFINITION (Russian) KoHCTpyKuusi 0603HaYaeT, YTO HEKOTOPbIN [yLIaCTHVIK]partiCipant B 6nukanueM 6yayLieM CMEHUT CBOI CTaTyC Ha [HOBbIN, Kg
60nee BbICOKUIM CTaTYC|siatys. OBbIYHO peyb MAET 0 nonyyeHumn npodeccun (npumep 1), NPOABUKEHUN NO KapbepHOW NleCTHULLE (NpUMep 2) unu r
cTaTyca B JIMYHbIX UM POACTBEHHbIX OTHOLWEHUAX (MpumMepsbl 3, 4). BoipaxeHue «6e3 NATU MUHYT» CUHOHUMMUYHO CIIOBY «MoYTH». Kak ecnu 6bl Hi

English: five to + Numeral

literally: “without 5 minutes X”

OCTaBasoCb BCEro nATb MUHYT A0 HACTynJ1€eHNA HOBOIo cTaTyca.

2

© ®

DEFINITION (English) This construction means that some [participant]paicipant Will, in the near future, experience a change in status to a [new and usually higher

status]eyauation- Usually the expression refers to obtaining a profession (example 1), career advancement (example 2), or an elevation in the status of personal or

family relationships (examples 3, 4). The phrase “6e3 naTn MuHyT” is synonymous with “noytun”, as if there were only five minutes left on the clock before the
onset of a new status.

DEFINITION (Norwegian) Konstruksjonen betyr at [en deltaker]p,icipant | N@ermeste fremtid vil f& endret sin status til [en ny og som regel hgyere status]e,ajuation-
Som regel dreier det seg om a fa en yrkestittel (eksempel 1), klatre pa karrierestigen (eksempel 2) eller @ oppna en hgyere status i privatliv eller familieforhold
(eksempel 3 og 4). Uttrykket '6e3 nsaTu' er synonymt med ordet 'nouTtu’, som om klokka viser at den nye statusen vil inntre om bare fem minutter.

bez 5 minut vra¢-"

a doctor to tge"

L/

Kypca MeMHCTUTYTa, 6€3 NATU MUHYT [Bpay]s:atus.
atenb «Ockapa»|siatys. — Bbl MHe NIbCTUTE.

5bIn [BUTanuilpariicipant: aABOKAT, 63 NATM MUHYT [KeHnx Hapexabl MropeBHbilsiatys.

< BMecTe co cBoel AeByLIKOi TaHel. — [Mbli]participant 6€3 NATU MUHYT [ceMbs]siar s, — CKasan oH 6apMeHy u

MUHYT [Bnagenbues]s;ai,s COKpallaTb BpeMsA PEKOHCTPYKLUU 34aHWA.

> Q

L
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NAME 6e3 natu MUHYT NP - be3 nsitv MUHyT Bpay

English: five to + Numeral ¢=-

literally: “without 5 minutes X”

DEFINITION (Russian) KoHCTpyKuusi 0603HaYaeT, YTO HEKOTOPbIN [yLIaCTHVIK]partiCipant B 6nukanueM 6yayLieM CMEHUT CBOI CTaTyC Ha [HOBbIN, Kg
60nee BbICOKUIM CTaTYC|siatys. OBbIYHO peyb MAET 0 nonyyeHumn npodeccun (npumep 1), NPOABUKEHUN NO KapbepHOW NleCTHULLE (NpUMep 2) unu r
cTaTyca B JIMYHbIX UM POACTBEHHbIX OTHOLWEHUAX (MpumMepsbl 3, 4). BoipaxeHue «6e3 NATU MUHYT» CUHOHUMMUYHO CIIOBY «MoYTH». Kak ecnu 6bl Hi

OCTaBasoCb BCEro nATb MUHYT A0 HACTynJ1€eHNA HOBOIo cTaTyca.

DEFINITION (English) This construction means that some [participant]paicipant Will, in the near future, experience a change in status to a [new and usually higher

status]eyauation- Usually the expression refers to obtaining a profession (example 1), career advancement (example 2), or an elevation in the status of personal or

family relationships (examples 3, 4). The phrase “6e3 naTn MuHyT” is synonymous with “noytun”, as if there were only five minutes left on the clock before the
onset of a new status.

DEFINITION (Norwegian) Konstruksjonen betyr at [en deltaker]p,icipant | N@ermeste fremtid vil f& endret sin status til [en ny og som regel hgyere status]e,ajuation-
Som regel dreier det seg om a fa en yrkestittel (eksempel 1), klatre pa karrierestigen (eksempel 2) eller @ oppna en hgyere status i privatliv eller familieforhold
(eksempel 3 og 4). Uttrykket '6e3 nsaTu' er synonymt med ordet 'nouTtu’, som om klokka viser at den nye statusen vil inntre om bare fem minutter.

bez 5 minut vra¢-"

’a'd

1

aexabl UropeBHbl]statys.
ITU MUHYT [CeMbsl]statys, — CKasan OH 6apMeHy U

W 34aHUN.

> Q

L
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NAME 6e3 nsatu MuHYT NP - 5e3 nisTv MuHyT Bpay ||tera”y: without 5 minutes X

DEFINITION (Russian) KoHCTpyKuusi 0603HaYaeT, YTO HEKOTOPbIN [yqaCTHMK]pamcipam B 6nukanueM 6yayLieM CMEHUT CBOI CcTaTyC Ha [HoB
60nee BbICOKUIM CTaTYC|siatus. OBbIYHO pedb MAET 0 nonyyeHumn npodeccun (npumep 1), NPOABUXKEHUN MO KapbepHOW NlecTHULEe (Npumep 2)

English: five to + Numeral =zceo-c

bIl, Kg
unn

cTaTyca B JIMYHbIX UM POACTBEHHbIX OTHOLLEHUAX (MpuMepbl 3, 4). BbipaxeHue «6e3 NATU MUHYT» CUHOHUMUYHO CJTOBY «MOYTU». Kak ecnu 6bl Hi

OCTaBasoCb BCEro nATb MUHYT A0 HACTynJ1€eHNA HOBOIo cTaTyca.

DEFINITION (English) This construction means that some [participant]paicipant Will, in the near future, experience a change in status to a [new and usually higher

status]eyauation- Usually the expression refers to obtaining a profession (example 1), career advancement (example 2), or an elevation in the s

tatus of personal or

family relationships (examples 3, 4). The phrase “6e3 naTn MuHyT” is synonymous with “noytun”, as if there were only five minutes left on the clock before the

onset of a new status.

DEFINITION (Norwegian) Konstruksjonen betyr at [en deltaker]p,icipant | N@ermeste fremtid vil f& endret sin status til [en ny og som regel hgyere status]e,ajuation-
Som regel dreier det seg om a fa en yrkestittel (eksempel 1), klatre pa karrierestigen (eksempel 2) eller @ oppna en hgyere status i privatliv eller familieforhold
(eksempel 3 og 4). Uttrykket '6e3 nsaTu' er synonymt med ordet 'nouTtu’, som om klokka viser at den nye statusen vil inntre om bare fem minutter.

5 mlnut papa —

L

a dad to be s

L

it
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Semantic types Syntactic type of construction
Semantic roles Syntactic function of anchor
Morphology Syntactic structure of anchor
Level Part of speech of anchor
Results
3. (a) kak >xe NP-Nom? |gd .
4. (a) npy 4éM 3aecb/TyT : : :
Mool The user can combine several filters in the same search
6. (a/Tak) 4to HacuYéT XP? | YT0 HacuyéT NATHULbI? Kakue y Tebs nnaHbl?
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CONSTRUCTICON
Al

Get 5 random records for level B1

f Get random records Click the button and get 5 randomly selected

B2 | constructions that match your level.

C1
C2
vy Kak )Xe NP-Nom? | A kak xe mama?

4. (a) npu yém 3aecb/TyT Cop NP-Nom? | [pu 4éM 3aech HalLK OTHOLIEHUA?

5. (a) Noun-Nom/kTo (e) (PronPers-3.Acc) 3Haet, Cl | KTo ero 3HaeT, noyemMy oHa TakK nocrynuna.

6. (a/TaK) uro HacuéT XP? | YT1o HacuyéT NATHUUbLI? Kakue y Tebs nnaHbl?

7. NP-Nom Cop noxoxui-Short Ha NP-Acc (NP-Ins/no NP-Dat) | Bacs noxox Ha nany.

8. (BoT) T6-T0 U OHO, 4TO CI/XP | TO-TO M OHO, 4TO OT MEHA HUYEro He 3aBUCHT.

9. (Bcé) HuKak He VP-Ipfv | 3apava BCE HMKaK He peluanacs.

10. (eamHcTBeHHoe) (Prep) yto (He) VP, Tak ato (He) XP/Cl | Yero aoub He caenana, Tak aTo He y6panach.
11. (kak) no MHe, (Tak) Cl | Kak no MHe, aTo ewé He 6epa.

12. (He/camoe) Bpems Cop VP-Inf | Camoe Bpems BepuuTh 6onblune aena.

- LN R TR NN - o — - -— AN A .. . ——_n -——

Number of matching constructions: 2273

About
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183. NP-Nom Moub-Pst 6b1 u He VP-Ipfv.Inf | Mor 6bl u He cnpalumMBaTbh 0 MOEM HaCTPOEHUW.
647. VP Pronint nonano | Bacs wnert nucbMa KoMy nonano.

1253. VP ot NP-Gen | Horwu gpoXar ot cTpaxa.

1932. Ha cnyyant NP-Gen VP | Ha cnydyan noxas 6epure 30HT.

2025. a Hy 6bicTpo VP-Imp! | A Hy 6biCTpO Aenan fomMaluHee 3agaHue!

Bl v Get random records

@ O

©

Number of matching constructions: 5

G

The results appear in the window on the right.



2.2. Turning a list into a structured inventory:
semantic annotation

NB! Our findings of multi-level relationships among constructions that organize
them into networks
undermine Haspelmath’s claim that constructions merely form a list (the terms

“inventorium” and “constructionary” instead of “construct-i-con”).

Haspelmath, M. 2023. “On what a construction is.” In Constructions 15.1.




Practical needs of sorting cxns into groups

How exactly to turn a list of collected items

into a structured inventory? »
This is a practical challenge that all existing

constructicons face. '

Other constructicons are closely connected to a FrameNet resource and focus on verb
argument constructions.

FrameNet has been suggested as an alternative (Fillmore and Atkins 1992; Fillmore et al.
2012).

In other constructicons, constructions are classified semantically according frames they
envoke (Ohara 2014, 2018; Boas et al. 2016; Torrent et al. 2014, Lee-Goldman & Petruck
2018).




Why frame semantics is not enough

Morphological construction; 7

Discourse «Echo» construction; 24
Clause and Modifier; 76

atrix and Sentential Complement; 87

Head and Modifier;

858 Connection construction; 124

Biclausal construction; 137

Predicate Argument Construction;
8%

CI/XP with parentheticals; 203

Copula Construction; 236
Clause; 352

Russian lacks a fully developed
FrameNet resource

A variety of syntactic patterns in
the Russian Constructicon

Predicate Argument Constructions
vield only 8% (184 items) of the
entire database.

How can we analyze semantics of
the entire inventory of
constructions?

37



Bottom-up approach to structuring the network

Nanoscale
Structures

Bottom-up




How: 1. Bottom up approach

e OQur aim

o to analyze constructions on their own terms, allowing patterns to emerge
from the data, not imposing other models

* Methodology

o We annotated individual constructions by assigning semantic tags that
capture relevant aspects of their meaning

o The annotation of constructions was carried out by a panel of three native
speakers

o The taggers worked together as a team over a long period of time
o Reaching a consensus about annotation of each construction



How: 2. Verification of results

* Results are verified against typological
studies of grammatical categories

* We often adopt and adjust terminology
used in typological studies of
grammatical meanings for annotation of
constructional meanings

(cf. the “universal grammatical inventory”
Plungian 2011: 65; 1999: 311-312).

What types of meanings encoded
grammatically in other languages can

be expressed in Russian by means of
syntactic constructions?

NP-Nom voz'mi i VP-Imp
'NP-Nom take-Pfv.Imp.Sg and VP-Imp'
lvan voz'mi i kupi novuju masinu!

'lvan suddenly bought a new car'

Semantic type "unexpected outcome" >
"mirative"” after the category that is expressed by
grammatical markers (DelLancey 1997; Aikhenvald

2012)

Semantics of a construction is often a result of
a complex interplay of elements that belong to
different levels (grammatical markers, lexemes,
discourse units, word order, prosody).

40



How: 3. The "back and forth" challenge

* Expansion of the database helped to verify the classification by recurrent coming
back to the identified classes and individual constructions and re-annotating
them if needed. Once we reached a

critical mass (about

1000 constructions),

newly added
constructions are
analyzed in terms of
orpus-based expansion W System-based expansion a|ready established
semantic types.

N of
constructions

0% 60%

m Initial inventory

We cannot claim that our inventory of semantic tags is exhaustive,
but the major semantic types and their relationships ARE identified.

41



Semantic types of constructions: 20 largest types visualized

Degree of Intensity
Assessment

Attitude

Comparison

Salient Property

Reaction to the previous discourse
Manner

Temporary characteristics
Measure

Discourse structure
Temporal expressions
Phase of action

Cause

Spatial expressions
Condition

Causation

Epistemic modality
Concession

Timeline

Mirative

59
57

134
125
120
116
107
106
96
87
84
81
79
69

151

100 150

167
164

@ N of constructions (raw numbers)

280
224
222

Distribution of
constructions across the
most frequent general

semantic types
represented by more
than 50 constructions

250 300

42



Semantic types of constructions grouped into classes and subclasses

1.4. Logical relations

1.6. Sets and elements

1. Qualia

1.1. Situation structure 1.2. Major roles

* Timeline + * Addressee +

- Taxis+

* Actionality + * Possession

*  Pluractionality + * Comitative

* Phase of action + * Caritive

* Result+ * Non-standard subject +
* Actuality

* Cause

* Purpose

* Consequence
* Condition

* Concession +

Additive
Inclusive
Exceptive
Exclusive
Subset
* Options
* Quantification +

1.5. Properties

1.7. Magnitude

. Comparison
o Equality

* Comparison +

Salient property +

* Non-existence +
* Measure +
e Calculation +

4. Discourse

5. Parameters

Inequality

4.1. Discourse organization

Similarity
Imitation

bf opinion +

* Discourse structure +
* Intersubjectivity

*  Objectivity

* Source of information

O
O
O
O

Contrast

4.2. Discourse clauses

ProhiB
Threat
Request
Apprehension +
Curse

* Reaction to the previous discourse +

* Routine +

* Degree of intensity +
* Degree of accuracy +

A visualization of 55
semantic types of
constructions
groupped into
subclasses and

classes

182 semantic
subtypes of
constructions
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e Semantic types
o QOverview
o 1. Semantic class QUALIA
= 1.1. Subclass Situation Structure

An overview and description

= 1.2. Subclass Major Roles of semantic types and

= 1.3. Subclass Situation Modifiers .

= 1.4. Subclass Logical Relations subtypes of constructions,
= 1.5. Subclass Properties .

= 1.6. Subclass Sets and Elements grOU ped | ntO NUM be red

= 1.7. Subclass Magnitude
2. Semantic class MODALITY AND ITS NEIGHBORHOOD

= 2.1. Subclass Core Modal Meanings

= 2.2. Subclass Neighborhood of Core Modal Meanings
3. Semantic class SUBJECTIVITY

RN |oNda, Laura A., Anna Endresen, Valentina Zhukova, Daria
= 4.1. Subclass Discourse Organization

= 4.2. Subclass Discourse Clauses Mordashova, Ekaterina Rakhilina. 2023. From data to

5. Semantic class PARAMETERS
List of references

classes and subclasses.

o

o

[e]

o

theory: an emergent semantic classification based on the

‘ large-scale Russian constructicon. Constructions and
Semantic types Frames 15(1), 1-58.

[¢]

Overview
44
In Advanced Search, you can search for constructions with a specific meaning, for example constructions that express comparison, evaluation, temporal
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e Semantic types / CeMaHTMYeCKUe TUMbl KOHCTPYKLIUKA

o 0630p . . .
= o 1. CemaHTu4yeckui knacc KBAJTMA (QUALIA) DeSC” pt'O NIS a ISO
® = 1.1. Nogknacc CTpykTypa cutyauum (Situation Structure) . .

= 1.2. Nogknacc OcHOBHbIE pony y4acTHUKOB cutyaumm (Major Roles) aval Ia b I ein
= 1.3. Nogknacc MoaudukaTopbl cutyauum (Situation Modifiers) .
® = 1.4. Nogknacc Jlornyeckune otHoweHus (Logical Relations) R ussian
= 1.5. Nogknacc Xapaktepuctuku (Properties)
> = 1.6. Nogknacc Onepauun ¢ MHOXecTBaMu U ux anemeHTamu (Sets and Elements)
= 1.7. Nogknacc BennunHbl (Magnitude)
O o 2. CemaHTuyeckuit knacc MOOAJIbHOCTb N CMEXKHBIE KATEFTOPUM (MODALITY AND ITS NEIGHBORHOOD)
= 2.1. Nogknacc LieHTpanbHble MoganbHble 3HadYeHus (Core Modal Meanings)
® = 2.2. Nogknacc CMexHble ¢ MoganbHocTbio kaTeropun (Neighborhood of Core Modal Meanings)

o 3. CemaHTuyeckuit knacc BbIPAXXEHUE CYBbEKTUBHOCTW (SUBJECTIVITY)

€3 o 4. CemaHTHyeckmit knacc JUCKYPC (DISCOURSE)

= 4.1. Nogknacc Mapkepbl opraHnsauum auckypca (Discourse Organization)
Q. = 4.2. Nogknacc KnaysanbHble KOHCTPYKLUMKU C aucKypcuBHom dyHkumeint (Discourse Clauses)
5. CemaHTuyeckuit knacc MAPAMETPbI (PARAMETERS)
Cnucok nutepartypbl

o

o

Semantic types / CeMaHTU4YecKue TUMbl KOHCTPYKLUA

0630p

Ha cTpanuue MNpoaBuHyTbIn nouck (Advanced Search) MOXHO UCKaTb KOHCTPYKLIMM, KOTOPbIE BbIpaXkatoT ONpeAe/ieHHOe 3HaYeHne: Hanpumep,

ASMADLIALIIAO NMNI1IALUIYY DNRAOAM AOLILINA I'A1A1 I 1A N, nnnnﬁugln TIAFILE AUUALIALIIAIIA ATARLIA AMAM/T DLIRAWATL IALIATVWIIIAIA RAALL LIAALIDAARA "r\nnngu'ruunr\vmnnu
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1. Qualia

1. Semantic class “Qualia”

1.1. Situation structure

1.2. Major roles

1.4. Logical relations

1.6. Sets and elements

Timeline +

Taxis +
Actionality +
Pluractionality +
Phase of action +
Result +
Actuality

1.3. Situation modifiers

Spatial expressions +
Temporal expressions +
Manner

2. Modality and its neighborhood

Addressee +
Instrument

Possession

Comitative

Caritive

Non-standard subject +

3. Subjectivity

Cause
Purpose
Consequence
Condition
Concession +

Additive
Inclusive
Exceptive
Exclusive
Subset

Options
Quantification +

1.5. Properties

1.7. Magnitude

Salient property +
Temporary characteristics +
Comparison +

4. Discourse

Non-existence +
Measure +
Calculation +

5. Parameters

2.1. Core modal meanings

* Root modality +
*  Epistemic modality +

2.2. Neighborhood

¢ \olition
e Causation +
*  Prohibition +

* Threat

* Request

* Apprehension +
* Curse

* Assessment +

e Attitude +

* Polarity value +

* Source of opinion +
* Mirative

4.1. Discourse organization

* Discourse structure +
* Intersubjectivity

*  Objectivity

* Source of information

4.2. Discourse clauses

* Reaction to the previous discourse +
* Routine +

* Degree of intensity +
* Degree of accuracy +

— constructions
that describe the
properties of the
given objective
physical world,
external to the
speaker
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2. Semantic class “Modality and its neighborhood”

1. Qualia

1.1. Situation structure

1.2. Major roles

1.4. Logical relations

1.6. Sets and elements

¢ Timeline +

* Taxis +

* Actionality +

*  Pluractionality +
* Phase of action +
* Result+

* Actuality

1.3. Situation modifiers

* Spatial expressions +
* Temporal expressions +
*  Manner

2. Modality and its neighborhood

* Addressee +

* Instrument

* Possession

* Comitative

* (Caritive

* Non-standard subject +

* Cause

*  Purpose

* Consequence
* Condition

* Concession +

* Additive

* Inclusive

* Exceptive

*  Exclusive

* Subset

* Options

* Quantification +

1.5. Properties

1.7. Magnitude

* Salient property +
* Temporary characteristics +
* Comparison +

* Non-existence +
* Measure +
¢ Calculation +

3. Subjectivity

4. Discourse

5. Parameters

2.1. Core modal meanings

*  Root modality +
*  Epistemic modality +

2.2. Neighborhood

Volition
Causation +
Prohibition +
Threat

Request
Apprehension +
Curse

* Assessment +

e Attitude +

* Polarity value +

*  Source of opinion +
* Mirative

4.1. Discourse organization

* Discourse structure +
* Intersubjectivity

*  Objectivity

* Source of information

4.2. Discourse clauses

* Reaction to the previous discourse +
* Routine +

* Degree of intensity +
* Degree of accuracy +

47



3. Semantic class Subjectivity

1. Qualia

1.1. Situation structure

1.2. Major roles

1.4. Logical relations

1.6. Sets and elements

* Timeline +

* Taxis +

* Actionality +

*  Pluractionality +
* Phase of action +
* Result+

e Actuality

1.3. Situation modifiers

* Spatial expressions +
* Temporal expressions +
* Manner

2. Modality and its neighborhood

* Addressee +

* Instrument

* Possession

* Comitative

* (Caritive

* Non-standard subject +

3. Subjectivity

* Cause

* Purpose

* Consequence
* Condition

* Concession +

* Additive

* Inclusive

*  Exceptive

*  Exclusive

*  Subset

* Options

* Quantification +

1.5. Properties

1.7. Magnitude

* Salient property +
* Temporary characteristics +
* Comparison +

* Non-existence +
* Measure +
e (Calculation +

4. Discourse

5. Parameters

2.1. Core modal meanings

*  Root modality +
*  Epistemic modality +

2.2. Neighborhood

* Volition
* Causation +
*  Prohibition +

* Threat

* Request

* Apprehension +
* Curse

Assessment +
Attitude +

Polarity value +
Source of opinion +
Mirative

4.1. Discourse organization

* Discourse structure +
* Intersubjectivity

* Objectivity

*  Source of information

4.2. Discourse clauses

* Reaction to the previous discourse +
* Routine +

* Degree of intensity +
* Degree of accuracy +

constructions
that encode the
subjective
evaluation of a
situation, its
elements or
participants by
the speaker.
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4. Semantic class Discourse

1. Qualia

1.1. Situation structure

1.2. Major roles

1.4. Logical relations

1.6. Sets and elements

* Timeline +

* Taxis +

* Actionality +

*  Pluractionality +
* Phase of action +
* Result+

e Actuality

1.3. Situation modifiers

* Spatial expressions +
* Temporal expressions +
* Manner

* Addressee +

* |nstrument

* Possession

* Comitative

e Caritive

* Non-standard subject +

* Cause

* Purpose

* Consequence
* Condition

* Concession +

* Additive

* Inclusive

* Exceptive

*  Exclusive

*  Subset

* Options

* Quantification +

1.5. Properties

1.7. Magnitude

2. Modality and its neighborhood

3. Subjectivity

* Salient property +
* Temporary characteristics +
* Comparison +

4, Discourse

* Non-existence +
* Measure +
e Calculation +

5. Parameters

2.1. Core modal meanings

* Root modality +
*  Epistemic modality +

2.2. Neighborhood

* \olition
* Causation +
*  Prohibition +

* Threat

* Request

* Apprehension +
* Curse

* Assessment +

e Attitude +

* Polarity value +

* Source of opinion +
*  Mirative

4.1. Discourse organization

Discourse structure +
Intersubjectivity
Objectivity

Source of information

4.2. Discourse clauses

* Reaction to the previous discourse +
* Routine +

* Degree of intensity +
* Degree of accuracy +

— constructions
that function at

the discourse level:

e structure the text

e organize the
communication

 refer to a broader
context than a
single sentence
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5. Semantic class Parameters

1. Qualia

1.1. Situation structure

1.2. Major roles

1.4. Logical relations

1.6. Sets and elements

* Timeline +

* Taxis +

* Actionality +

*  Pluractionality +
* Phase of action +
* Result+

e Actuality

1.3. Situation modifiers

* Spatial expressions +
* Temporal expressions +
* Manner

* Addressee +

* Instrument

* Possession

* Comitative

e (Caritive

* Non-standard subject +

* Cause

* Purpose

* Consequence
* Condition

* Concession +

* Additive
* Inclusive
* Exceptive
*  Exclusive
*  Subset

* Options

e Quantification +

1.5. Properties

1.7. Magnitude

* Salient property +
* Temporary characteristics +
* Comparison +

2. Modality and its neighborhood

3. Subjectivity

4. Discourse

* Non-existence +
* Measure +
e Calculation +

5. Parameters

2.1. Core modal meanings

* Root modality +
* Epistemic modality +

2.2. Neighborhood

¢ Volition
e Causation +
*  Prohibition +

* Threat

* Request

* Apprehension +
* Curse

* Assessment +

e Attitude +

* Polarity value +

* Source of opinion +
*  Mirative

4.1. Discourse organization

* Discourse structure +
* Intersubjectivity

*  Objectivity

* Source of information

4.2. Discourse clauses

* Reaction to the previous discourse +
* Routine +

* Degree of intensity +
* Degree of accuracy +

imply a scale that
serves as a point of
reference for a
property or a situation
characterized by a
construction

can apply to and
"build over" other

meanings
‘ Qualia )
B [ |
_8 Modality and its
() neighborhood
B N |
Q) _
Q- ﬂ Discourse -
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Multiply motivated constructions

Many constructions (over 40%) belong to more than one semantic type, and
therefore carry two or more semantic tags and corresponding sub-tags.

Example:
Cl, i privet
'Cl, and hello’
On uze davno vzjal u menja etu knigu, i privet! Uexal v otpusk.

'He borrowed my book a long time ago and suddenly disappeared [lit. and
hello]. He left for vacation.'

1) type Non-Existense: subtype Disappear -> class Qualia;
2) type Mirative -> class Subjectivity

Semantic types and their classes often overlap at the level of individual constructions,

and we can examine what kinds of overlaps are more frequently attested than others.




Distribution of constructions across 5 classes

Size of each class and degree of overlap with other classes

Qualia NN 1419
Modality and its neighborhood I 301
Subjectivity NG 435
Discourse I 357
Parameters I 337

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600

W N of constructions (raw numbers) * All Seman.tlc classes have
% of overlap: constructions that
simultaneously belong to

Qualia 1010 B GEE  29%
Modality and its neighborhood 195 35% more than one CIaSS'
Subjectivity 1206 ss% g Subjectivity and
Discourse [I83 a9% Parameters have the
Parameters 7SHIPIVE 78% - IargESt amount of
e am we s e oo e e overlap.

N only this class m N of overlap with other classes
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Grouppings of cxns: 3 levels

Family:

* the smallest grouping of (usually 2-9) cxns that are nearly synonymous;
* some members may also share similar syntactic structure and anchor words;

e cxns in a family may share not necessarily all properties but various subsets of these
properties (family resemblance)

* focus on horizontal relationships between cxns, but can also include inheritance links
Cluster:
* a group of families that displays a radial category structure,

* with a core prototypical family of cxns and related families that are more or less
peripheral and encode additional semantic nuances

Network:

 a structured group of clusters sharing general semantics such as Prohibitive, Comparison,
Assessment, etc.

* Often contains a prototypical cluster and related clusters joined by semantic links or
shared families



Class of constructions

Modality and its neighborhood

* 301 constructions

e Can be modelled as a radial category —
central "core" modal meanings and
their neighborhood

* Includes 10 semantic types (visualized
as boxes)

* Arrows indicate subtypes of semantic
types

 Numbersin () —type frequency of each
type in terms of individual
constructions

e Solid lines — connections between
types within this class

* Dashed lines — overlaps with other
classes (indicated by dotted blue lines)

Threat (26)

Causation
(86)

direct indirect
(49) (37)

Request
(21)

Volition (35)

‘////’

necessity:
internal (3)

..
.
.
----
-
.
"
-

prohibitive

ttenuated

(28)

Prohibition
(55)

(41)

Root modality

prohibitive

10
( v’\/'/' prohibitive (17)

" Discourse: Routine
s Subjectivity: Attitude

Curse (10)

continuative

«
.
.
.
.
Le
o
B
.
e
.

apprehensive

Apprehension
(20)

preventive

Epistemic

necessity:

permission

possibility/ (12)

external (22) (4)

-e
.
e
e

Actuality (3)

modality (84)

high degree \

of certainty
(52)

low degree
of certainty
(32)

------------
------------------
------
“ay
"
"
"

e
"
e
L
"
-
.....
“u
“a
"
"au
LTS
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Cluster 1

Cluster 2

Legend:

——» semantic transitions

1:2 (7 constructions)
General rules
Ne VP-Ipfv.Inf!
‘No X-ingV

syntactic/formal similarities

— — = — weaker relationships

overlap with other

overlap with Inte

1:4 (7 constructions)

networks of cxns

/

predicative /

/
2 generalization
/  option

1:3 (10 constructions)

erlap with Request
D d Milder tone

‘No X-es!’

Prohibition of smallest portion
(Ctoby) nikakoj-Gen NP-Gen!

generalization

intensification

1:1 (5 constructions)

Prevention of intended

(NP-Dat) ne stoit VP-Ipfv.Inf [

‘There’s no point in X-ing’ attenuation

—

predicative

continuative

activity
Ne smet’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf!
‘Don’t you dare X’

imperative

opposition to
resistance

A network of 57 Russian
prohibitive cxns that form

12 families grou
2 clusters

repetition

v

opposition to

ped in

1:6 (3 constructions)

Prohibition against repeating
Ctob(y) PronPers bol’se ne VP-Pst!
‘No more X-ing!

overlap with Warning

2:2 (7 constructions)
Quantitative, milder tone

continuative

2:1 (4 constructions)

aggression

continuative

v

Stop unwanted activity

xvatit (PronPers-2.Dat) VP-Ipfv.Inf] 1
‘Enough X-ing!’

attenuation

further attenuation

2:3 (2 constructions)
Delimitative

imperative

brosit’-Imp VP-lpfv.Inf!
‘Stop X-ing!’

temporary

po-Verb-Pst i budet
‘You've done enough X-ing’

po- prefix

2:4 (3 constructions)
Stop temporarily
podozdat’-Imp VP-lpfv.Inf
‘Stop X-ing for a while’

imperative ™ N
option N

imperative option,
po- prefix option

2:5 (3 constructions)
Prohibition and Disapproval
NP-Dat li Cop VP-Inf?

‘Who are you to X?’

further aggression

overlap with Attitude

2:6 (3 constructions)
Prohibition and Threat
Ja PronPers-Dat VP-Fut!

‘You do X and you will regret it!’

overlap with T




57 Russian prohibitive constructions form 12 families visualized as boxes.

1:2 (7 constructions)
General rules 1:4 (7 constructions)
Ne VP-Ipfv.Inf! Prohibition of smallest portion 1:5 (3 constructions)
‘No X-ingV (Ctoby) nikakoj-Gen NP-Gen! Anticipation of resistance
‘No X-es!’ PronPers-Nom ne VP-Fut!
‘You’re not going to do XV
1:3 (10 constructions) 1:1 (5 constructions) 1:6 (3 constructions)
Milder tone Prevention of intended Prohibition against repeating
(NP-Dat) ne stoit VP-Ipfv.Inf activity Ctob(y) PronPers bol’se ne VP-Pst!
‘There’s no point in X-ing’ Ne smet’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf! ‘No more X-ing!”
‘Don’t you dare X’

2:2(7 Fon_StrUCt'_‘l’gs) 2:1 (4 constructions) 2:5 (3 constructions)
g/t;iirt't;;ar::s;::_'z;;:;) \r/‘;lpfv.ln fl Stop. unwanted activity Prohibition and Disapproval
‘Enough X-ing!’ brosit’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf! NP-Dat li Cop VP-Inf?
i ‘Stop X-ing!’ ‘Who are you to X?’
2:3 (2 constructions)
Delimitative 2:4 (3 constructions) 2:6 (3 constructions)
po-Verb-Pst i budet Stop temporarily Prohibition and Threat
“You've done enough X-ing’ podoZdat’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf Ja PronPers-Dat VP-Fut!
‘Stop X-ing for a while’ ‘You do X and you will regret it!’




12 families comprise 2 distinct clusters that form a single network

Constructions in Cluster 1
ask a hearer to refrain 172 (7 constructions)
from doing something, General rules 1:4 (7 constructions)

Ne VP-Ipfv.Inf! Prohibition of smallest portion 1:5 (3 constructions)

prOthlt a future action. ‘No X-ing!’ (Ctoby) nikakoj-Gen NP-Gen! Anticipation of resistance
‘No X-es!’ PronPers-Nom ne VP-Fut!

Cxns contain the marker “You're not going to do X
of negation

1:3 (10 constructions) 1:1 (5 constructions) 1:6 (3 constructions)

Milder tone Prevention of intended Prohibition against repeating
(NP-Dat) ne stoit VP-Ipfv.Inf activity Ctob(y) PronPers bol’se ne VP-Pst!
Ne smet’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf! ‘No more X-ing!’

‘Don’t you dare X’

‘There’s no point in X-ing’

Constructions in Cluster 2 Snfaltee 2:1 (4 constructions) 2:5 (3 constructions)
prOhibition of an On—gOing aCtiVity Stop unwanted activity Prohibition and Disapproval
. . el el s brosit’-Imp VP-lpfv.Inf! NP-Dat li Cop VP-Inf?
(termed continuative prohibition, cf. ‘Stop X-ing! ‘Who are you to X?
Rakhilina 2013, Khrakovski 1986),

Cxns lack the marker of negation

2:4 (3 constructions) 2:6 (3 constructions)

Stop temporarily Prohibition and Threat
podozdat’-Imp VP-lpfv.Inf Ja PronPers-Dat VP-Fut!

‘Stop X-ing for a while’ ‘You do X and you will regret it!”

po-Verb-Pst i budet
‘You've done enough X-ing’




Cluster 1

Cluster 2

Thick boxes indicate prototypes.

1:2 (7 constructions)
General rules

Ne VP-Ipfv.Inf!

‘No X-ingV

1:4 (7 constructions)
Prohibition of smallest portion
(Ctoby) nikakoj-Gen NP-Gen!

1:3 (10 constructions)

Milder tone
(NP-Dat) ne stoit VP-Ipfv.Inf
‘There’s no point in X-ing’

‘No X-es!’

1:1 (5 constructions)
Prevention of intended
activity

Ne smet’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf!
‘Don’t you dare X’

1:5 (3 constructions)

Anticipation of resistance
PronPers-Nom ne VP-Fut!
‘You’re not going to do XV

1:6 (3 constructions)

Prohibition against repeating
Ctob(y) PronPers bol’se ne VP-Pst!
‘No more X-ing!

2:2 (7 constructions)
Quantitative, milder tone

xvatit (PronPers-2.Dat) VP-Ipfv.Inf!
‘Enough X-ing!’

2:3 (2 constructions)
Delimitative

po-Verb-Pst i budet
‘You’ve done enough X-ing’

2:1 (4 constructions)
Stop unwanted activity

brosit’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf!
‘Stop X-ing!’

2:4 (3 constructions)
Stop temporarily
podozdat’-Imp VP-lpfv.Inf
‘Stop X-ing for a while’

2:5 (3 constructions)
Prohibition and Disapproval
NP-Dat li Cop VP-Inf?

‘Who are you to X?’

2:6 (3 constructions)
Prohibition and Threat

Ja PronPers-Dat VP-Fut!

‘You do X and you will regret it!’




Prototypical prohibition

1. The speaker prompts the interlocutor to not carry out
an undesirable activity.

2. The interlocutor is an individual person or a specific
group of people.

3. The speaker has more authority / life experience /
higher status in the social hierarchy than the person to
whom the prohibition is addressed (e.g. boss vs.
subordinate, adult vs. child).

4. The prohibition is spoken in a strict commanding
peremptory tone.




Lines with arrows show semantic transitions between families of cxns.

1:2 (7 constructions)
General rules 1:4 (7 constructions)
Ne VP-Ipfv.Inf! Prohibition of smallest portion 1:5 (3 constructions)
— ‘No X-ingV (Ctoby) nikakoj-Gen NP-Gen! Anticipation of resistance
— ‘No X-es!’ PronPers-Nom ne VP-Fut!
8 ‘You're not going to do X!’
g generalization
[@) g o opposition to
intensification repetition
. opposition to
1:3 (10 constructions) 1:1 (5 constructions) r:s.}i)stance 1:6 (3 constructions)
Milder tone Prevention of intended Prohibition against repeating
(NP-Dat) ne stoit VP-Ipfv.Inf activity Ctob(y) PronPers bol’se ne VP-Pst!
‘There’s no point in X-ing’ attenuation J Ne smet’-Imp VP-lpfv.Inf! ‘No more X-ing!’
‘Don’t you dare X’
: i aggression
2:2(7 .con:structllons) 2:1 (4 constructions) &8 2:5 (3 constructions)
Quantitative, milder tone . . oy ess .
. Stop unwanted activity Prohibition and Disapproval
xvatit (PronPers-2.Dat) VP-Ipfv.Inf! brosit £ Infl i P
o ‘Enough X-ing!’ Sttenuation rosit’-Imp VP-lpfv.Inf! NP-Dat li Cop VP-Inf*
- ) ‘Stop X-ing!’ ‘Who are you to X?’
3
0
= further attenuation further aggression
O temporary
2:3 (2 constructions) .
Delimitative 2:4 (3 constructions) 2:6 (3 constructions)
po-Verb-Pst i budet Stop temporarily Prohibition and Threat
“You've done enough X-ing’ podoZdat’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf Ja PronPers-Dat VP-Fut!
‘Stop X-ing for a while’ ‘You do X and you will regret it!’




Cluster 1

Cluster 2

Lines without arrows indicate syntactic/formal similarities between families of cxns.

1:4 (7 constructions)

Prohibition of smallest portion 1:5 (3 constructions)

(Ctoby) nikakoj-Gen NP-Gen! Anticipation of resistance

‘No X-es!’ PronPers-Nom ne VP-Fut!
‘You’re not going to do XV

predicative generalization

[ . opposition to
intensification repetition

v

. opposition to
1:1 (5 constructions) PP 1:6 (3 constructions)
. . resistance S . .
Prevention of intended Prohibition against repeating
activity Ctob(y) PronPers bol’se ne VP-Pst!
attenuation Ne smet’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf! ‘No more X-ing!’
‘Don’t you dare X’
predicative) ) ) . -
continuative imperative
continuative continuative
2:1 (4 constructions) aggression | 7.5 (3 constructions)
Stop unwanted activity Prohibition and Disapproval
attenuation brosit’-Imp VP-lpfv.Inf! NP-Dat li Cop VP-Inf?
‘Stop X-ing!’ ‘Who are you to X?’
further attenuation ) . further aggression
imperative temporary
2:3 (2 constructions) -
Delimitative 2:4 (3 constructions) 2:6 (3 constructions)
— . el et
po-Verb-Pst i budet 0o- prefix Stop temporarily Prohibition and Threat
“You've done enough X-ing’ podoZdat’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf Ja PronPers-Dat VP-Fut!
‘Stop X-ing for a while’ ‘You do X and you will regret it!’




Dotted lines and arrows indicate weaker relationships (properties observed in some cxns in a family).

1:4 (7 constructions)
Prohibition of smallest portion 1:5 (3 constructions)
— (Ctoby) nikakoj-Gen NP-Gen! Anticipation of resistance
- ‘No X-es!’ PronPers-Nom ne VP-Fut!
8 ‘You're not going to do X!’
g predicative generalization
—_ N opposition to
© generalization intensification Ppos!
’/ option repetition
v
. opposition to
1:1 (5 constructions) repsr':stance 1:6 (3 constructions)
Preyt?ntion of intended Prohibition against repeating
activity Ctob(y) PronPers bol’$e ne VP-Pst!
attenuation Ne smet’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf! ‘No more X-ing!
‘Don’t you dare X’
predicative . .
continuative imperative
{ continuative continuative
2:2(7 E:on:structllons) 2:1 (4 constructions) aggression | 2.5 (3 constructions)
Quantitative, milder tone . . > oy ess .
. Stop unwanted activity Prohibition and Disapproval
xvatit (PronPers-2.Dat) VP-Ipfv.Inf] & brosit’ fu.Inf! li £
o ‘Enough X-ing!’ attenuation rosit’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf! NP-Dat li Cop VP-Inf*
- ) ‘Stop X-ing!’ ‘Who are you to X?’
3 S
= further attenuation \ further aggression
@) imperative temporary . . \
2:3 (2 constructions) |mp'erat|ve .
Delimitative 2:4 (3 constructions) option ~ 2:6 (3 constructions)
po-Verb-Pst i budet po- prefix Stop temporarily R — Prohibition and Threat
‘ ’ . ’ B 7 ’_ = - - |
You've done enough X-ing POdOZd?t Imp VP Ipf\{.lnf imperative option, {a Pronpers-Dat VP F.Ut _
Stop X-ing for a while . . You do X and you will regret it!
po- prefix option




Cluster 1

Cluster 2

Thick arrows indicate overlap with

other networks of cxns.

These horizontal links are formed
through transitional cxns with

multiple motivations.

erlap with Request

—

predicative

Milder tone

‘There’s no point

1:3 (10 constructions)

(NP-Dat) ne stoit VP-Ipfv.Inf

in X-ing’

continuative

1:4 (7 constructions)
Prohibition of smallest portion
(Ctoby) nikakoj-Gen NP-Gen!
‘No X-esV’

intensification

opposition to
resistance

1:1 (5 constructions)
Prevention of intended
activity

attenuation

Ne smet’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf!
‘Don’t you dare X’

imperative

overlap with Intensity

1:5 (3 constructions)

Anticipation of resistance
PronPers-Nom ne VP-Fut!
‘You’re not going to do XV

opposition to
repetition

1:6 (3 constructions)
Prohibition against repeating
Ctob(y) PronPers bol’se ne VP-Pst!
‘No more X-ing!

2:2 (7 constructions)
Quantitative, milder tone

‘Enough X-ing!’

xvatit (PronPers-2.Dat) VP-Ipfv.Inf! &

continuative

2:3 (2 constructions)
Delimitative

further attenuation

attenuation

2:1 (4 constructions) aggression

Stop unwanted activity

brosit’-Imp VP-Ipfv.Inf!

‘Stop X-ing!’

N
imperative temporary ) '~
imperative ™ N

2:4 (3 constructions) option N

po-Verb-Pst i budet
‘You've done enough X-ing’

po- prefix

Stop temporarily

podozdat’-Imp VP-lpfv.Inf imperative option,

‘Stop X-ing fi hile’
Op 7-ing for a while po- prefix option

l continuative

2:5 (3 constructions)
Prohibition and Disapproval
NP-Dat li Cop VP-Inf?

‘Who are you to X?’

further aggression

2:6 (3 constructions)
Prohibition and Threat

Ja PronPers-Dat VP-Fut!

‘You do X and you will regret it!’

overlap with Attitu

overlap with T

ning




Semantics: the speaker views the activity of the interlocutor as excessive, or too

Exa m p | e Of 3 fa m | |y long, and suggests stopping this activity and moving on to something else

Quantitative cxns ‘Enough X-ing’, mild attenuated prohibition
"measuring" predicates; coding of the interlocutor optional or impossible

“ Construction name Illustration

114  dovol’'n-o (PronPers-2.Dat) VP-lIpfv.Inf!

enough-ADV you-DAT X-1PFV.INF
‘Enough X-ing (for you)V’
344  Xvat-it (PronPers-2.Dat)

be _enough.PFv-FUT.35G you-DAT
‘Enough X-ing (for you)! That will do!’

1247 xoros-@ VP-lpfv.Inf !
g00d-SG.MASC.SHORT  X-IPFV.INF
‘Quit X-ing! Cut it outV

VP-Ipfv.Inf!
X-IPFV.INF

Dovol’'n-o  zalov-a-t’-sja!
enough-ADV complain-IPFV-INF-MED
‘Enough complaining!’

Xvat-it rug-a-t’-sja!l
be enough.pFv-FuT.35G fight-IPFV-INF-MED
‘Enough fighting! It will do!’

Ej, naverxu! Xoros$-@ pryg-a-t’!
hey upstairs good-SG.MASC.SHORT  jump-IPFV-INF
‘Hey, up there! Stop jumping!’

Morphologically, we see very different predicates: xoros is a short form of an adjective meaning ‘good’, dovol’no is an

adverb, and xvatit in is a verb.

However, synchronically, they are frozen forms that suggest their morphological status only in terms of the suffixes

they contain.



A family of prohibitive constructions with predicates quantifying an activity

The predicates in these cxns are
grammaticalized in different degrees.
Structural similarities are blurred.

[quantifier + VP-Ipfv.Inf]

This makes it difficult to compare them
and associate them with more abstract
but schematic patterns.

[quantifier + (Experiencer) + VP-Ipfv.Inf]

ID 1247 ID 114 ID 344
xoroS$ VP-lpfv.Inf dovol’no (PronPers) VP-lpfv.Inf xvatit (PronPers) VP-Ipfv.Inf
lit. 'good X-ing' lit. 'It is enough-ADV (for Y) to X' lit. 'It is enough-VERB (for Y) to X'

In cases like this it is more fruitful to focus on horizontal relationships between cxns.

Strong horizontal relationships and semantic similarity guarantee family status.




Summing up so far

* The Russian Constructicon is a large-scale resource aiming to represent
a major portion of the grammar of Russian.

* Priority is given to multi-word expressions with open slots.
* Not just a list but a structured inventory

* Constructicon building is a challenging process of constant change (due
to bottom-up structuring of the network)

* Open-source code facilitates portability to other languages
(constructicon resources for Hill Mari, Persian, and Italian are on the
way).
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A construct-i-con resource for Ukrainian

* a repository of multi-word Ukrainian grammatical constructions
v'Open access & free
v Digital
v'Searchable database
v'Research-based
v'Dictionary-like

U KRAINIAN https://constructicon.github.io/ukrainian/
CONSTRUCTICON



https://constructicon.github.io/ukrainian/

[ NON ) | Constructicon X +

C @ constructicon.github.io/ukrainian/

UKRAINIAN
CONSTRUCTICON

BROWSE ADVANCED SEARCH DAILY DOSE STATISTICS

Search in names and illustrations Level
3a paxyHoK
Results
1. yoro po6poro VP-Pfv.Fut | A To BOHK, Yoro Ao6poro, nogymatoThb, L0 T 3a6yB NPO HUX.
2. ak Ta/Te/Ton/To NP | JKUTTS, AK TOM LBIT, LLIO 3EMJIHO KpacuTb.
3. HeBXe (He) VP? | HeBxe noam rosopatb Npasay?
4. NP-Nom HabupaTucs (Habpatucsi) NP-Gen | Xnonuwuk pic i Habupascs cun.
5. 3 ornsgy Ha NP-Acc, Cl | BiH He cTaB Lboro po6uTy, 3 ornsaay Ha 6aHanbHICTb CUTYaLlil.
6. Haye6TO/HeHaye XP/Cl | TMpo meHe Haye6TO 3abynu.
7. XP/Cl Hi6n/Haue6To XP/Cl | Mo o6nuyyto Onekcis npoMaiiHyno, Ha4e6To TiHb, HE3a0BONEHHS.
8. VP yHacnigok NP-Gen | YHacnigok nogii noctpaxganu Kinbka nacaxwupis.
9. TeXk MeHi NP-Nom, CI! | Te)x MeHi noMi4yHuK!

10. ouye Tak NP-Nom/Verb/Cop: (Cl)! | Oue Tak gueo!

Number of matching constructions: 66

5
NAME

3 ornanv Ha NP-Acc. Cl - BiH He cTaB LIbOro bo6UTHU. 3 OrfsAaAv Ha 6aHaIbHICTh CUTVALLIT.

INSTRUCTIONS

ABOUT
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Yuliia Palii
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Zoia Butenko

Valentina Zhukova Laura Janda




Research question: Ukrainian vs. Russian

How similar and different are the two languages in terms of cxns?

e Ukrainian and Russian are known to be rather
similar in terms of grammar (Shevelov 1993,
Timberlake 1993), but different in terms of

vocabulary.

* In lexicon Ukrainian and Russian differ by 38% (cf.
25% for Dutch and German) (Bilaniuk 2005,
Bilaniuk and Melnyk 2008).

* «These languages are typologically close (as, e.g.,
Dutch and German), but to what extent their
syntactic properties overlap is an open
question.» (Mykhaylyk 2011: 236).

== (-\‘ cs

The Slavic cluster of the Indo-European lexical distance as defined by the Ukrainian linguist Konstantin Tishchenko (1992-
1997) and adapted by Stephan F. Steinbach (2015, https://alternativetransport.wordpress.com/2015/05/05/34/).



https://alternativetransport.wordpress.com/2015/05/05/34/

Research question: Ukrainian vs. Russian

How similar and different are the two languages in terms of cxns?

1. What constructions are language-specific for Ukrainian without Russian
equivalents? What proportion of the whole do language-specific constructions

comprise?

2. What fine-grained differences distinguish seemingly similar constructions that
exist in both Ukrainian and Russian?

3. What constructions are equivalent in Ukrainian and Russian and how can their
existence be explained in terms of shared linguistic heritage, language contact,
and borrowings?



Interim results

Data

e 70 cxns are fully described, illustrated, annonated, and openly available;
e Over 300 cxn candidates to add

Interface

 We have repurposed the programming code created by Radovan Bast

available on GitHub Pages at https://constructicon.github.io/russian/ under an open
access license

* Adaptation of the code for the Ukrainian Constructicon was done by Zoia Butenko

The code is open access and transferable for building comparable resources

Fully-fledged functioning interface focuses on user-friendly design, self-intuitive
functional architecture, and presence of instructions where necessary

Launched in August 2023


https://constructicon.github.io/russian/
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Collecting construction candidates via conducting
cross-linguistic comparisons

* first 200 constructions (about 10% of the total 2,200 cxns) from the Russian
Constructicon (https://constructicon.github.io/russian/)

Analyzed whether they have any equivalent cxns in Ukrainian

Used parallel corpora

Outcome:
* 33 - No equivalent in Ukrainian and a different cxn is used — 16,5%
e 105 — «Full» equivalent in Ukrainian (same structure, same lexical anchor) —52,5%

* 62 - Partial equivalent in Ukrainian (different subtypes here depending on different lexical anchor,
optional elements, different structure, etc.) —31%

208 cxn candidates for the Ukrainian Constructicon


https://constructicon.github.io/russian/

Ukrainian cxns that have equivalents in Russian

coho dobroho VP

of-what-of-good VP

A vony, coho dobroho, poduma-jut’, sco ty zab-uv pro n-yx.

And they-NOM, of-what-of-good think-PFV.FUT that you-NOM  forget-PFV about they-GEN.

‘Chances are that they will think that you have forgotten about them!

cego dobrogo VP

of-what-of-good VP
Cego dobrogo, zastav-jat men-ja myt’ posud-u.
Of-what-of-good make- PFV.FUT me-ACC wash-INF  dish-PL.ACC.

‘Chances are that they will make me wash the dishes’



Ukrainian-specific cxns that lack Russian equivalent

not malefic Pron-Dat

Ty, molodyck-o, nivroku tob-i, provorn-a, robotjasc-a.
You-NOM.SG, young_lady-NPVOC, not malefic you-DAT.SG, agile-NOM.SG.F, hard-working-NOM.SG.F.

‘You, young lady, are agile, hard-working. | don’t want to jinx you



Ukrainian cxns that have synonymous but
not equivalent cxns in Russian

NP-Dat) ne varta VP-Ipfv.Inf

not worth

Ne varto zhaduvaty pro A grammaticalized adverbial
Not worth mention-INF IR e related to the German werten ‘to
‘It is not worth mentioning / One should not mention them. evaluate, to value smth’, English

worth,
from Germanic probably via Polish

VP-Ipfv.Inf

(NP-Dat) ne stoit

not worth

VP-Ipt\:
Ne stoit razgovarivat’

with  he-INS. A grammaticalized form 3.Sg.Pres.
of the Slavic verb stoit’ ‘cost’

Not worth speak-INF

‘It is not worth talking / One should not talk to him/

Lit. ‘It does not cost to X’



Summing up on UkrCon: The contribution

* The project promotes the ST 2023
Ukrainian language as an object HIF-0101 GRUNNKURS | UKRAINSK - 10 ST
of linguistic investigation and L2
learning

Studiepoeng 110
u Emnetype
Emnet kan tas som enkeltemne og e i i i

* The emerging sub-field of
multilingual constructicography = [F—

* Facilitates our understanding of
constructional equivalency (that
forms a continuum rather than
rigid clear-cut categories)

Norway'’s first course “Ukrainian for
beginners”, open to all students

79



4. Pedagogical application



* Construction-based approach to language learning and
teaching (Ellis 2013, De Knop & Gilquin 2016, Boas 2022)
argues that

“language learning consists of the learning of constructions”
and therefore “language teaching should consist of the
teaching of constructions.”

(Herbst 2016: 41)

81



How to implement
the construction-
based approach to
Language Pedagogy?

How to get students
to engage with the
constructicon?

How to bridge the
gap between a
constructicon and
L2 learners?




Accommodations within RusCon

< &

it Apps

& constructicon.github.io/russian/

Browse

RUS[SIAN Advanced search

A 4

Search in names and illustrations

He roBopsa o

Results

3. (a) kak e NP-Nom? | A Kak xe mama?

4. (a) npu 4ém 3pecb/TyT Cop NP-Nom? | [Mpw 4éMm 3aech Halwm OTHOLWEHNA?
5.(

6. (a/TaK) 4To HacuéT XP? | YTo HacuéT nATHUULI? Kakue y Tebs nnaHbi?

Level

7. NP-Nom Cop noxoxui-Short Ha NP-Acc (NP-Ins/no NP-Dat) | Bacsa noxox Ha nany.

8. (BOT) T6-T0 M OHO, 4TO CI/XP | TO-TO ¥ OHO, YTO OT MEHA HUYEro He 3aBUCHT.
9. (BCé) HuKaK He VP-Ipfv | 3agaya BCE HUKAK He peluanach.

> & N @ (update i)

B3 Other Bookmarks

Daily dose

level selection

a) Noun-Nom/kTo (xe) (PronPers-3.Acc) 3Haet, Cl | KTo ero sHaet, noyeMy oHa Tak noctynuna.

10. (eauHcTBeHHOe) (Prep) uTto (He) VP, Tak ato (He) XP/Cl | Yero goub He caenana, Tak aTto He yépanach.

11. (kaK) no mHe, (Tak) Cl | Kak no mMHe, aTo ewwé He 6eaa.
12. (He/camoe) spems Cop VP-Inf | Camoe Bpema BepwuTs 60nblune aena.

Number of matching constructions: 2273

What is a construction?

Constructions are structural units of language, prominent linguistic patterns that form sentences and phrases. Constructions are
arguably stored in speakers’ minds as prefabricated units. Some constructions are simple like the English construction My name is
John. Others are more complex like the English nice-of-you construction, as in /t’s nice of you to call. Constructions often have a fixed
part (the anchor) and variable parts (slots). For example, /t’s, of, and to are anchor words, whereas nice, you and call are fillers of the
slots. Because fillers can vary, one can employ the same construction to produce various utterances, such as /t's bad of him to come

late or It's sweet of them to ask.

Reading List

page for self-guided study

a searchable
database of
multiword
grammatical

YouTube channel
RUSSIAN 3

CLE’R

. &
constructions CONSTRUCTICON Diku
of Russian =
Russian Constructicon pre——
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Beyond the RusCon: new resource (2022)

g
RUSSIAN Construxercise!

Q B M Hands-on learning of Russian constructions

database with Russian

grammatical constructions
https://constructicon.github.io/russian/

practical exercises for students

learning Russian
https://constructicon.github.io/construxercise-rus/

The focus on 57 highly frequent and widely
encountered discourse constructions

12 lessons with over 150 practical exercises

Accomodated for online and offline work
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Conclusions

* We advocate a construction-based approach to learning and teaching
L2 Russian

* Constructions are “shortcuts” for language learning
* The focus is on highly frequent and widely encountered constructions

* Equip students with ready-to-use communicative units presented in
the shape of clear sentence structures and phrase patterns.

* The exercises encourage combining cxns into strategic sets, or
templates, that make the task of generating any text, oral or written,
much easier.
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