v"’ ,/

Tromso Canstmcticbnm | I ’ RUSSIAN

i€3: UiT The Arctic University of Norway k. IQOIAN

=

Adapting a linguistic constructicon resource
to L2 learners and instructors: a challenging endeavor

Anna Endresen, Valentina Zhukova, Laura A. Janda

CLEA

CONSTRUCTIONIST APPROACHES TO LANGUAGE PEDAGOGY (CALP 4), March 18-20, 2024
Friedrich-Alexander-Universitat Erlangen-NUrnberg, Germany

\R



Co-authors

Valentina Zhukova Laura A. Janda



LF p

Cognitive Linguistics: Empirical Approaches to Russian

https://site.uit.no/clear/

nstruc

https://site.uit.no/clear/conlab/

UiT The Arctic
University of Norwa

RUSSIAN Browse Advanced search Daily dose Statistics
' CONSTRUCTICON

Search in names and illustrations

He roBopsi o

Results

3. (a) Kak ke NP-Nom? | A Kak e mama?

4. (a) npv uém 3aec/TyT Cop NP-Nom? | Mpw 4éM 3AeCh Halum OTHOLWIEHNA?

5. (a) Noun-Nom/kTo (xe) (PronPers-3.Acc) aHaer, CI | Ko ero aHaeT, noueMy OHa Tak nocTynuna.

6. (a/TaK) uTo Hacu&T XP? | YT HACUET NATHMUbI? Kakwe y Te6a nnakbi?

7. NP-Nom Cop noxoxui#-Short Ha NP-Acc (NP-Ins/no NP-Dat) | Baca noxox Ha nany.

8. (80T) T6-T0 1 OHO, 4TO CI/XP | TO-TO M OHO, YTO OT MEHA HAYErO HE 3aBUCHT.

9. (8C8) HuKak He VP-Ipfv | 3ajaua BCE HAKAK He pewanach.

10. (eauHcTaenHoe) (Prep) uTo (He) VP, Tak 70 (e) XP/CI | ‘ero 4ous He cAenana, Tak 1o He y6panace.
11. (kak) no mwe, (aK) CI | Kak 1o MHe, 370 euié He Gepa.

12. (e/camoe) Bpems Cop VP-Inf | Camoe Bpems BepLUIUTH GonbLuMe Aena.

Number of matching constructions: 2277

Instructions

UKRAINIAN
CONSTRUCTICON

BROWSE ADVANCED SEARCH DAI SE ATISTICS INS TIOl ABOUT

Search in names and illustrations Level
3a paxyHoK
Results
1. yoro go6poro VP-Pfv.Fut | A To BOHM, 4Oro 106POro, NoAyMatoTh, WO T 3a6yB MNpo HUX.
2. AK Ta/Te/Toi/To NP | JKUTTS, AIK TO LBIT, O 3eM1I0 KpacuTb.
3. HeBxe (He) VP? | HeBe niou roBopsiTe npasay?
4. NP-Nom Ha6upatucs (Habpatucs) NP-Gen | Xnonuuk pic i Habupagcs cun.
5.3 ornAgy Ha NP-Acc, Cl | BiH He cTaB Liboro pobuTH, 3 ornsfly Ha 6aHanbHICTb cUTyaLlii.
6. Haue6To/Herade XP/Cl | TMpo MeHe Haue6To 3abynu.
7. XP/Cl Hi6u/Haue6To XP/Cl | Mo obnuuuto Onekcis i HauebTo TiHb,
8. VP yHacninok NP-Gen | YHacniaok noaii nocTpaxaanu Kinbka nacaxwpis.
9. Tex meHi NP-Nom, CI! | Tex MeHi NoMiuHmK!
1

Number of matching constructions: 70

- Daily dose |l Advanced search Statistics

Search in names and illustrations Results

PERSIAN
CONSTRUCTICON

SNP uy / S(as) oz NP g = 1
03 NP & caaws - 2
CLpo ok ji-3

CL wax3S ool jl - 4

CL S¢8) j93 oy bz - 5

Ssibl> by ag NP ay NP/CL - 6
CL (b 3b) (CL grinslgs S1-7
NEG-VP oo NP s, - 8

CL (45) 53385 CL/NP (j9i) - 9
SVP/CL a0 - 10
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Overview

* Theoretical grounding: Fillmore 1988 and Goldberg 2006

* The Russian Constructicon (RusCon): general information

* Challenges & solutions:

1.

e W

What cxns should be included? What should guide our choices?

What level of granularity is the most optimal for representing cxns?
RusCon as a multifunctional resource (target users)

How to make a constructicon user-friendly (for L2 learners & instructors)?
How to get students to engage with the constructicon?

* Wrapping up



0. Theoretical grounding

ﬁEninsh Subject Auxiliary Inversion family of constructions

* Fillmore’s (1988: 37) [ cow (Goldberg 2006)
claim that “[t]he Questions: - p .
non-declarative - - ~
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A adverb clauses: - TS
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that constructions are conditionals: a conjunct
. - r — . clauses: non-
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. ,flependent . ]]G[‘[-‘[ﬂl_’!i[- |_.J edicate focus,
radial category networks non-asserted | Comment \dependent
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Our goals

* To answer Fillmore’s challenge to describe an entire language in terms of

constructions, we have built a large-scale constructicon resource that represents a
major portion of the grammar of Russian.

* Throughout this process we have endeavored to represent the semantic and formal
relationships among constructions, following Goldberg’s model.
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Search in names and illustrations Level

He roeops o

Results

3. (a) kak e NP-Nom? | A kak e mama?

4. (a) npu uém 3aecb/TyT Cop NP-Nom? | [lpu 4éM 34eCb Haluu OTHOLIEHUS?

5. (@) Noun-Nom/KkTo (e) (PronPers-3.Acc) 3Haet, Cl | KTo ero sHaeT, noyeMy oHa Tak noctynuna.

6. (a/TaK) uto HacuéT XP? | YT0 HAacu&T NATHMUbI? Kakue y Te6s nnaHbl?

7. NP-Nom Cop noxoxwuit-Short Ha NP-Acc (NP-Ins/no NP-Dat) | Bacs noxox Ha nany.

8. (BOT) T6-TO M OHO, uTO CI/XP | TO-TO U OHO, YTO OT MEHSA HUYEro He 3aBUCHT.

9. (Bcé) HUKak He VP-Ipfv | 3agaua BCE HMKaK He peluanacsb.

10. (eauHcTBeHHOE) (Prep) uTo (He) VP, Tak ato (He) XP/Cl | Yero foub He caenana, Tak aTo He y6panach.
11. (kaK) no mHe, (Tak) Cl | Kak no MHe, 370 eLLé He 6eaa.

12. (He/camoe) Bpems Cop VP-Inf | Camoe Bpems BepuTb 60niblume Aena.

Number of matching constructions: 2277

What is a construction?

Constructions are structural units of language, prominent linguistic patterns that form sentences and phrases. Constructions are
arguably stored in speakers’ minds as prefabricated units. Some constructions are simple like the English construction My name is
John. Others are more complex like the English nice-of-you construction, as in /t's nice of you to call. Constructions often have a fixed
part (the anchor) and variable parts (slots). For example, /t’s, of, and to are anchor words, whereas nice, you and call are fillers of the
slots. Because fillers can vary, one can employ the same construction to produce various utterances, such as /t'’s bad of him to come
late or It's sweet of them to ask.

YTO TaKoe KOHCTPYKLUK?

9T0 CTPYKTYPbI, KOTOPbIE, Kak KUPMUYUKK, 06pa3yIoT NpeAsioeHNs U UX YacTh. ECTb NpocTble KOHCTPYKUMK, Hanpumep, MeHs
30ByT [1eT5, a eCTb CNOXHble — OH HET-HET /1 1 CIPOCHT. Bce OHN UMEIoT (pUKCHP Yo (SKOPb) 1 nep: vacTu (cnotbl):

AKOPSA 30BYT U HET-HET /@ 1 OKPYXXEHbI C/I0TaMU C 3apaHee 3afjaHHbIMIU CBOMCTBaMMU. [10-pasHOMY 3aMo/HsAs COTbI OAHOM
KOHCTPYKL|K, MOXXHO roBOPUTb pasHble Beluy: Moo 04Ky 30ByT Matua, [ToBapa 308yT UBaH [1eTpoBuY... Wni: 5 HET-HET fa n
OLUMBYCh, HET-HET fa M CKaXelLb KaKyto-HUBYAb epyHAY.

https://constructicon.github.io/russian/

The Russian Constructicon
(RusCon): general info

Over 2200 multi-word cxns

Represents a major portion of the Russian
grammar

Cxns are organized into families and larger
groups via multi-level annotation

User-friendly for linguists, teachers,
learners

Searchable according to semantics, anchor
words, syntax

Open-source, publicly archived data

Designed to be portable to other
languages, reproducible


https://constructicon.github.io/russian/

Challenge 1

What cxns should
be included?

What should guide
our choices?




Our priorities

We aim to represent a major portion of the grammar of Russian and
take a maximally inclusive "whole-language" approach

* But we do not want to reproduce what is already represented
elsewhere (e.g. we do not want to include fully schematic "macro-level"
cxns or fully idiomatic "micro-level" cxns like idioms and lexemes)

* Instead, we focus on multi-word expressions with open slots (meso-
level cxns), as they are less reliably represented in standard resources

» “partially schematic” cxns (Ehrlemark et al. 2018), often feature non-
transparent or irregular syntax and non-compositional semantics

* We focus on the most strategic and frequent cxns that are important
for L2 learners.



A typical construction in RusCon

ID9 [ (vsé) ni-kak ne ][ VP-Ipfv ]
everything4d NEG-how NEG VP-IPFV

Multi-word anchor

Open slot

Zadaca vsé nikak ne resalas’.
problem everything NEG-how NEG being-solved

‘And still the problem just didn't get solved.
‘No matter what (they did) the problem didn't get solved.

This construction means that some
[action], i, has been continuing for

a long time and still does not end,

despite the speaker’s desire to
discontinue or stop it.




Problem: prioritizing more advanced cxns

e Our initial aim was to “fill in the gaps’, i.e. describe cxns that are underrepresented
in dictionaries and grammars

* Result: focus on complex and non-transparent cxns often featuring irregular syntax
Cxns of this type are most interesting for us  Cxns of this type are most needed by learners

Initial inventory How to bridge Added cxns
this gap?

NP-Acc zvat’-Inf NP-Ins/NP-Nom NP-Acc zovut NP-Nom
Mal’Cika zvat’ Juroj. Moju docku zovut Masa.

How

representative
IS our

Colloquial & rather rare naming cxn inventory?

‘The boy’s name is Yura. ‘My daughter's name is Masha.

Basic naming cxn in Russian

11



Challenge 2

7~ e
N~ O 'r’\.
“\\\24 |

What level of
granularity is the
most appropriate
for representing
CXNS?




Meso-level is heterogeneous on its own

A family of minimizing cxns D213
ni NP-Gen ne VP two open slots
Upper level nota Y X'

4 ID 2345 ) ID 1160 ) ID 1159 4 ID 1161 N ID 1158 ID 1777 4 ID 2346 N ID 1690 N ( ID 1157 )
ni kapli ni glotka ni kroski ni kopejki/ ni Sagu ni slova ni minuty/ ni razu ni Certa
neVP [ neVP neVP —{ grosaneVP ne VP ne VP sekundy ne VP ne VP ne VP
'not a 'not a 'not a 'not a 'not a 'not a 'not a minute/ 'not an 'not a

drop X' sip X' crumb X' \_ kopeck X' ) step X' word X' \_ second X' ) \occasion X'/ N devil X' )
ID 229 . .
i kapli _ We add highly frequent and prominent
two fixed anchors . :
NP-Gen net daughter cxns as distinct entries
‘There is not

a drop of X' Lower level

13




Challenge 3

s it possible to design
a constructicon

as a multifunctional
resource for various
types of users?




Target users of the Russian Constructicon

have somewhat conflicting needs

3

Linguists

maximally inclusive and
accurate inventory
of cxns based on corpus
research

Language teachers
and learners

“shortcuts” for
language learning as
clear & simple
instructions

NLP professionals

high-quality, diverse, and
well-annotated data
tailored for training and
evaluating NLP models

15



Systems of abbreviations in the names of cxns

Linguistic terminology and
abbreviations can be obscure for L2
learners

ULRTIVEIEF1 I feedback Leipzig feedback from
Dependencies ' frof”t glossing L2 teachers &
INgUISTS rules students
(vsé) ni-kak ne VP-Imp (vs&) ni-kak ne VP-Ipfv (vsé) ni-kak ne X

(vs€) ni-kak ne ...

Various systems have various sets of categories.
Each system lacked something that we needed.

less informative




3. Explanation of conventions

Each slot and morphological specifications are verified by data from the Russian National Corpus,
and supplemented by internet searches where data is sparse.

In representing the syntactic structure of constructions, we adopt the following strategies.

1. If a construction contains a noun phrase (NP) that can be used not only in the predicative
function marked with the nominative case but also in other roles (e.g. object, instrument, etc.)
encoded with oblique cases, we do not specify the case in the construction name: e.g. NP Ha
Hyne [lit. NP on zero], as in UMmyHuteT Ha Hyse lmmunity is at the zero level’ vs. Bbinucanu
naymeHTa c UMMYHUTETOM Ha Hyse ‘They released a patient with immunity at the zero level'.

2. If a construction contains a noun phrase (NP) that is only used in the predicative function, we
indicate its form as the default NP-Nom (= a noun phrase with the head noun in the
Nominative case), as it appears with the present tense cog
Inf (as in OH macTep rotoBuTk ‘He is good at cooking [lit

We developed a set of instructions

3. We assume that the Instrumental case marking of the p for the morphosyntactic formulas

past and/or future tense copula is a general rule of Russ s ]
the commentary field on each entry and illustrated in ex: based on Leipzig glossing rules

roroButb ‘He was good at cooking [lit. expert cook]'.



What linguists need is not the same as what learners want

- showing what is typical or everything that is attested?

. . But the corpus
ID9 (vsé) ni-kak ne [ VP-Ipfv ] <hows a few
everything NEG-how NEG VP-IPFV BEReGEale Reli
perfective
verbs!
Antenn-u vetr-om pognu-l-o, Vvsé ni-kak ~ ne popravl-ju... [RNC, 2014]

antenna-AKK wind-INSTR bend-PST-N everything NEG-how NEG fix-PF-1SG
‘The antenna was bent by the wind, | still have not fixed it.

We aim to represent most typical, prominent, and most

frequent uses of each cxn and provide additional
comments where necessary.

18



What linguists need is not the same as what learners want

- being accurate or being comprehensible?

Sometimes following all the instructions results in spawning “monsters”:

ID1561 NP-Nom Cop/VP v NumCrd-Loc minutax/¢asax (xod'by/ezdy/Iéta) (ot/do NP-Gen)
Ja zZivu v pjati minutax ot metro.
‘I live a five-minute walk from the metro station’.

We aim to find balance between the two extremes.

19



Challenge 4

How to make a
constructicon
user-friendly?




- RUS[SIAN Browse Advanced search Daily dose Statistics Instructions About
\ N U]
Search in names and illustrations Level
He roBops o CEFR Ievel
o
selection
Results

3. (a) kak xe NP-Nom? | A kak xe mama?

4. (a) npu uém 3gech/TyT Cop NP-Nom? | MNpu 4éM 3aech HalKM OTHOLIEHUS?

5. (@) Noun-Nom/kTo (e) (PronPers-3.Acc) 3HaeT, Cl | KTo ero sHaeT, noyemy oHa Tak nocTynuna.
6. (a/TaK) uto Hac4yeT XP? | Y10 Hacu&T NATHULLI? Kakue y Te6s nnaHbl?

7. NP-Nom Cop noxoxwuii-Short Ha NP-Acc (NP-Ins/no NP-Dat) | Bacs noxox Ha nany.

8. (BOT) TG-TO M OHO, 4TO CI/XP | TO-TO M OHO, YTO OT MEHS HUYEro He 3aBUCHT.

9. (BC&) HuKak He VP-Ipfv | 3apaua BCE HMKaK He peluanach.

10. (eauHcTBeHHOE) (Prep) uTo (He) VP, Tak ato (He) XP/Cl | Yero foub He caenana, Tak aTo He y6panach.
11. (kaK) no MHe, (Tak) Cl | Kak no MHe, aTo ewé He 6eaa.

12. (He/camoe) Bpems Cop VP-Inf | Camoe Bpemsi BepluuTb 60onblune Aena.

Number of matching constructions: 2277

What is a construction?

Constructions are structural units of language, prominent linguistic patterns that form sentences ang
arguably stored in speakers’ minds as prefabricated units. Some constructions are simple like thg
John. Others are more complex like the English nice-of-you construction, as in /t’s nice of you to ca
part (the anchor) and variable parts (slots). For example, /t’s, of, and to are anchor words, whereas nit
slots. Because fillers can vary, one can employ the same construction to produce various utterances, su
late or It's sweet of them to ask.

user-friendly
explanations

YT0 Takoe KOHCTPYKLUn?

370 CTPYKTYpbI, KOTOPbIE, KaK KUPMUYUKK, 06pasyioT NpeAoNeHNs U Ux YacTu. ECTb NpocTbie KOHCTR
308ByT [TeTs, a eCTb CNOXHble — OH HET-HET Aa 1 CrIPOCUT. Bce OHN MMEIOT (PUKCUPOBaHHYIO (AKopg
AKOPA 30BYT U HET-HET 4a M OKPY>XXeHbl C/I0TaMU C 3apaHee 3afaHHbIMU CBOMCTBaAMM. ﬂo-paaH
KOHCTPYKLUM, MOXXHO rOBOPUTb pasHble Bewm: Mok foyky 308yt Malua, lToBapa 308yt UBaH [18
ownbych, HeT-HeT fa v ckaxellb KaKyto-H1GYAb EPYHAY.

user-friendly
explanations

Accommodations for L2
learners: the Browse page

* Minimalistic intuitive interface design

* Annotation & filter for language
proficiency levels

(CEFR, The Common European
Framework of Reference for
languages: A1-C2)

» User-friendly concise explanations of
the key notions: construction,
constructicon (in English and Russian)

21



literally:

33
NAME

6e3 AT MUHYT NP - 6es naTi MuHyT Bpay ”W It h O Ut 5 m I n ute S N P "
ﬁFINITION (Russian) \

KoHCTpyKUusi 0603HaYaeT, YTo HEKOTOPbIK [yqacmwk],‘d,,,upam B 6nvdkaniueM 6yayLuemM CMeHUT CBOW cTaTyc Ha [HoBbIi, Kak npasuno, 6onee BbICOKMI
CTaTyCsiars. O6bIMHO peyb UAET 0 NosyyeHun npodeccum (Mpumep 1), NPOABUKEHNUN MO KapbepHON NeCTHULE (NPUMEp 2) UK NOBbILIEHUN CTaTyca B IMYHbIX UK
POACTBEHHbIX OTHOLIEHUsX (NpUMepbi 3, 4). BbipaxeHue «6e3 NATU MUHYT» CUHOHUMUYHO CIOBY «NOYTH». Kak ecniu 6bl Ha Yacax 0CTaBasoCh BCEro NATb MUHYT 40
HacTynneHus HOBOro crartyca.

DEFINITION (English)

This construction means that some [participant]pqicipant Will, in the near future, experience a change in status to a [new and usually higher status]e,aj,at0n. Usually the
expression refers to obtaining a profession (example 1), career advancement (example 2), or an elevation in the status of personal or family relationships (examples
B ith “noyTtu”, as if there were ive minutes left on the clock before the onset of a new status.

3, 4). The phrase "6e3 Nt MUHYT" is synonyi

ITION (Norwegian)
uksjonen betyr at [en deltaker]p,,
rkestittel (eksempel 1), klatre pa karriel

este fremtid vil fa endret sil
n (eksempel 2) eller & oppnd|

s til [en ny og som regel hgyere status]e, a1 aton. Som regel dreier det seg om &
yere status i privatliv eller familieforhold (eksempel 3 og 4). Uttrykket '6e3

cipant

r synonymt med ordet 'noytu', som ol a viser at den nye statusen v e om bare fem minutter.
LES
MUTA]participant — CTYAGHT NOCNEAHEro Kypca MeauHCTUTYTa, 6e3 NATU M

[Bbilparticipant 6€3 NATH MUHYT [06nanaTens «Ockapar]sias. — Bbl MHe NbCTuTe.
. Y)Ke Yepes cekyH/ly OH NOHSAN, YTO 3TO 6biN [BUTaNUi]pa ticipanty, AABOKAT, 6€3 NATU MUHYT [ieHnx Hapexabl UropeBHb]s ars.
4. Muxann HasapoB npuiuen Ha NpasfHUK BMeCTe CO CBOei AeBYyLIKON TaHel. — [Mbllparicipant 6€3 MATU MUHYT [CeMbs]siay,s, — CKa3an oH 6apMeHy 1
notpe6osan ce6e NBa Co CKUAKOW.
5. HoBble npaBuna 3acTaBnstoT 6e3 NATU MUHYT [BnagenbLes]s s COKpallaTh BpeMsi PEKOHCTPYKLMW 3[aHUIA.

CEFR LEVEL: A2

[Dshow additional information

bez 5 minut vrac —
'a doctor to be'

bez 5 minut Zena —
'a wife to be'

Accommodations for L2
learners: inside cxn entry

e Definitions of semantics in 3 languages

e short and easy to read

* minimal use of linguistic
terminology

* based on corpus data analysis &
scholarly literature

e Corpus-based examples from authentic
texts that illustrate variability of use
and points made in the definitions

* examples are adjusted to the CEFR
level

* Explanation of metaphors

22



33
NAME
6e3 naT MUHYT NP - be3 naTti MuHyT Bpay

ﬁFINITION (Russian) \

KOHCTPYKLA 0603HAYaeT, 4TO HEKOTOPbI [y4aCTHUK]participant B 6/MXKaiALLEM BY/1ylLIeM CMEHUT CBOI CTaTyC Ha [HOBbII, Kak NPaBuUo, 6onee BbICOKUA
CTaTyCsiars. O6bIMHO peyb UAET 0 NosyyeHun npodeccum (Mpumep 1), NPOABUKEHNUN MO KapbepHON NeCTHULE (NPUMEp 2) UK NOBbILIEHUN CTaTyca B IMYHbIX UK
POACTBEHHbIX OTHOLIEHUAX (NpUMepbI 3, 4). BbipaXeHue «6e3 NATU MUHYT» CUHOHUMUYHO CIOBY «MOYTH». Kak ecnu 6bl Ha Yacax 0CTaBanoch BCEro NATb MUHYT A0
HacTynneHus HOBOro cTaTyca.

DEFINITION (English)

This construction means that some [participant]p.ic will, in the near future, experience a change in status to a [new and usually higher status],.j aton. Usually the
expression refers to obtaining a profession (example 1), career advancement (example 2), or an elevation in the status of personal or family relationships (examples
3, 4). The phrase "6e3 nsiTu MUHYT" is synonymous with “noutu”, as if there were only five minutes left on the clock before the onset of a new status.

DEFINITION (Norwegian)

Konstruksjonen betyr at [en deltaker]p.icipant | Nermeste fremtid vil fa endret sin status til [en ny og som regel hgyere status]e,aiyation. Som regel dreier det seg om &
fa en yrkestittel (eksempel 1), klatre pa karrierestigen (eksempel 2) eller & oppna en hgyere status i privatliv eller familieforhold (eksempel 3 og 4). Uttrykket '6e3
cm‘ er synonymt med ordet 'nout', som om klokka viser at den nye statusen vil inntre om bare fem minutter. J

XAMPLES
1. [MUTSAparcipant — CTYAEHT NOCNEAHEro Kypca MeAUHCTUTYTa, 6€3 NATU MUHYT [Bpay]siays.
2. — [Bbllparticipant 6€3 NATM MUHYT [06napaTensb «Ockapa»]siais. — Bbl MHe nbcTUTe.
3. Y>e Yepes cekyHAY OH NOHSAN, 4TO 3TO 6b1N [BUTANUM]p iicipant, 2ABOKAT, 6€3 NATU MUHYT DkeHnx Hapexabl MropeBHbi]s s
4. Muxaun Hasapos npuiuen Ha NpasfHUK BMeCTe Co cBoeit AeByLKon TaHen. — [Mbllpa e pant 6€3 NATU MUHYT [ceMbs]siarus, — CKa3an oH 6apMeHy 1
notpe6osan ce6e NuBa Co CKUAKON.
5. HoBble npaBuna 3acTaBnstoT 6e3 NATU MUHYT [BnagenbLes]s s COKpallaTh BpeMsi PEKOHCTPYKLMW 3[aHUIA.

CEFR LEVEL: A2
Show additional information

EQUIVALENTS (English)
near-X / almost X / X-to-be

"equivalents"

EQUIVALENTS (Norwegian)
nesten X

COMMON FILLERS

* Bpay
UHXeHep
aasokat
npodeccop
KaHAMAaT Hayk
CTyAeHT
BbIMYCKHUK
NepBOKNACCHUK
* KeHa
* otey
* nana
HKEeHUx
POACTBEHHUKM
ceMbA
MUNUOHEp

Accommodations for L2
learners: inside cxn entry

* We provide approximate
corresponding cxns in Norwegian and
English
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RUSrSIAN 1 Browse Advanced search Daily dose
) RUCTICON

page for self-

guided study

Level Get 5 random records for level A1
vAl Get random records

A2

B2

Kak xe NP-Nom? | A kakxe mama?
c1 npu 4ém 3aecb/TyT Cop NP-Nom? | [lpu yém 3aechb Halm OTHOLEHUA?
C2  Noun-Nom/kto (e) (PronPers-3.Acc) sHaet, Cl | KTo ero sHaeT, noyeMy oHa Tak noctynuna.
©.(a/TaK) uTo HacyéT XP? | Y7o HacuéT nNATHULBI? Kakue y Tebst nnaHbl?
7. NP-Nom Cop noxoxwuit-Short Ha NP-Acc (NP-Ins/no NP-Dat) | Bacsa noxox Ha nany.
8. (BOT) T6-TO 1 OHO, uTO CI/XP | TO-TO M OHO, YTO OT MEHS HUYEro He 3aBUCHT.
9. (Bcé) Hukak He VP-Ipfv | 3apaua BCE HMKaK He peluanach.
10. (eauHcTBeEHHOE) (Prep) uTo (He) VP, Tak ato (He) XP/Cl | Yero goub He chenana, Tak aTo He ybpanach.
11. (kak) no MHe, (Tak) Cl | Kak no mHe, aTo ewwé He 6epaa.
12. (He/camoe) Bpemsi Cop VP-Inf | Camoe Bpems BepinTb 6onblume Aena.

Number of matching constructions: 2277

RUSSIAN Browse Advanced search Daily dose Statistics Instructions About
ONSTRUCTICON
Level Get 5 random records for level B1
BT v Get random records

Results

271. VP nop Bugom NP-Gen | OHa npuexana B ropoa noj BUAOM TypuUCTa.

1318. VP B Hapexpae VP-Inf/Ha NP-Acc | YenoBek XWBET B Hagexe Koraa-Hubyab NpOASIUTL XXU3Hb APYroMy YenoBeKy.
1435. 3a-Verb B NP-Acc/k NP-Dat (3a NP-Ins) | Mo gopore aomoi st 3aexan B MarasuH 3a LiBeTaMMu.

2018. NP-Nom u cnbiwartb He xoteTb 0 NP-Loc/npo NP-Acc | OH u chblwaTh He Xo4eT 06 aTux npasunax!

2291. Ha camom gene Cl | Ha camMom gene oH B MeHsi BNIOGEH.

Number of matching constructions: 5

Accommodations for L2
learners: "Daily dose"

* The "Daily Dose" page you can get 5
randomly selected constructions that
match your level.
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Statistics Instructions About

&y RN
in English and Russian

Eng Rus

1. Explanation of tabs

1.1. Browse

video manual

1.2. Advanced Search Russia ng
Constru n

1.3. Daily Dose

1.4. Statistics

1. Explanation of tabs
1.5. Instructions

Browse

1.6. About

This button brings the user to a list of constructions. On this page the user can search for any string
2. Abbreviations and symbols t:at ls‘part of the name of a construction or its illustration and get the construction(s) that match
the string.

3. Explanation of conventions ’ o .
The user can also filter the results by the Level of language proficiency indicated in a separate

window according to the Common European Framework of Reference for languages (CEFR, A1-C2).
For each construction we list the ID Number, the Name (a general morphosyntactic formula), and a
short recognizable illustration. Select any construction, click on it and the description will appear at

tha hattam nf tha ecama nana

4. Explanation of terms

4.1. Stylistic terms (Usage labels)

Accommodations for L2
learners:

the "Instructions” page

* Avideo tour responding to 10 FAQ &
showing possible scenarious of use

* We explain the tabs, abbreviations,
conventions, annotation tags

Both in English and in Russian
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Challenge 5

How to get students
to engage with the
constructicon?




g
RchnglTﬁ«yﬂ . = Construxercise!

B B Hands-on learning of Russian constructions

practical exercises for students

learning Russian
https://constructicon.github.io/construxercise-rus/

database with over 2200 Russian

grammatical constructions
https://constructicon.github.io/russian/

built in 2016-2021 / 2022, built in January - June 2022,
launched in September 2021 launched in June 2022

* The exercises are aimed at the strategic groups of 57 Russian constructions

 All constructions included in the exercises are carefully described and
illustrated in the Russian construction


https://constructicon.github.io/russian/
https://constructicon.github.io/construxercise-rus/

Wrapping up

1.

What cxns should be included? What should guide our choices?
* Priority is given to multi-word expressions with open slots
* Underrepresented elsewhere, prominent in Russian, and non-transparent for L2 learners

What level of granularity is the most optimal for representing cxns?

* We mostly choose meso-level cxns and rather granular representation motivated by the
pedagogical purposes of the resource

RusCon as a multifunctional resource (target users)

e Constructicon building has been a challenging process of constant change and
compromise, 1) due to bottom-up structuring of the network and 2) in order to address
the needs of a diverse target audience

How to make a constructicon user-friendly (for L2 learners & instructors)?

* Both the interface and the content matter a lot. We implemented various accomodations
that serve the needs of L2 learners

How to get students to engage with the constructicon?

* Creating additional resources offering construction-focused exercises is essential.
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Thank you!
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Our choice: discourse constructions

ID Construction lllustration GLOSS
1087 inymi/drugimi Nas korrespondent vyexal v aéroport, ¢toby vzjat’  IN OTHER WORDS, ... .
slovami, XP/Cl interv’ju. Drugimi slovami, zadat’ neskol’ko Clarify your point
VOProsov. ) ’
1840k primeru, CI/XP Vot, k primeru, mne nravitsja Merilin Monro. FOR EXAMPLE, ... ( Give an example |
1872 (j) kstati (govorja), Cl | kstati, on prisél bez podarka. BY THE WAY, ... i Add information )
6 v Voo ? )4 Vv oee . . ? . . ? ? e D
(a/tak) Cto nascét XP? Cto nascét pjatnicy? Kakie u tebja plany: WHAT ABOUT ...7 Introduce a topic

2273, - - i it [ \
v-NumOrd-yx, XP/Cl ~ Vo-pervyx, ja by xotel poblagodarit’ svoego trenera. FIRST OF ALL, ... Structure your argument

1839 takim obrazom, Cl Takim obrazom, nasa komanda za god dobilas’ THEREFORE, ...

vaznyx rezul'tatov. Draw a conclusion

11 (kak) po mne, (tak) CI Kak po mne, eto escé ne beda. ASFORME, .. | Express your opinion

2281 (|, ne pravda li? Interesnyj xudoznik, ne pravda li? oy ISN'TIT? [ Ask someone for their opinion |

1133 mjagko govorija, Cl On, mjagko govorja, ne podarok. TO PUT IT MILDLY, ... [ Hedge ]
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Issues

standard linguistic terminology and abbreviations are obscure for
L2-learners and L2-teachers

cto kasaetsja NP-Gen, to Cl Cto kasaetsja sporta, to ja nikogda ne ljubil begat’.

‘As far as sports are concerned, | never liked jogging.’

Noun phrase in
Genitive case

cto kasaetsja ..., to ... 1. not informative enough
2. connection to the Russian

Constructicon is lost
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=

-ConStruxerCiSE! [ Home ‘ { Functions | ~ ’ [ About ]

BB Hands-on learning of Russian constructions

7.CoeauHuTe ABa npeasioXXeHus B O4HO, UCMOJb3ys KOHCTPYKLMIO YTO kKacaetcs NP-Gen, To CI.

[ B atou koHcTpyKuun NP-Gen — aTo cywecteutensHoe (NP=noun phrase) B reHutuse (Gen). Ha mecte Cl HaxoguTtca Lenoe npennoxeHue

(Cl=clause, sentence).

Connect two sentences by using the construction 4to kacaercsa NP-Gen, To Cl 'as for ..., ...". In this construction, NP-Gen strands for a noun in the
Genitive case (NP=noun phrase). Cl is a slot where we can place an entire sentence (Cl= clause, sentence).

O6pasey

OTenb MHe eLlwé HY>KHO 3abpoHnpoBaTb. BUneTbl 8 Kynun yxxe AaBHo.

-> OTenb MHe elwé HyXKHO 3abpoHMpoBaTh. YToO KacaeTcs 6UNEeToB, TO A Kynun Ux yXKe AaBHO. our SOl Ut | on

CryneHyeckui bunet y Bac yxe ectb. CnpaBky 06 06y4eHUn MOXHO 3aka3aTb B y4ebHOM oduce*.

Baw otBerT:

Check Answer ] [ Answer ]

MeTsa n Kata nonyyunu eusy B Hopeeruio. Kupunn noka Xaet oTeeTa oT NocobCTBa.

Baw oTtBeT:

Check Answer ] [ Answer ]




