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UiT has acquired a near-complete
collection of maps of the European North
--- as printed from 1482 to 1601 ---

UiT has many map samples from later 
periods as well

The National Library boasts an 
even larger map collection



What to do with these
historical documents?

… and are they really that interesting?



Early modern maps 
 = an outsiders’ view of our world

The long story of «urban myths»

The even longer story of ancient Greek myths

The ever-lasting wisdom: never trust a local expert !

How heroes (and zeroes) are made

Tall tales of pygmies and monsters



Letter from Copenhagen, 
30 June 1768:
«… I am on my way to 
Vardøhus, 
the metropolis of 
Finnmark …»

Maximilian Hell’s
Arctic Expedition
1768/69



Mini-atlas 
1598

(Ortelius 
& Galle)



Henning Hansen”Vardøhus och Finnmark på tidigmoderna kartor”
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Sebastian 
Münster, 1540
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How heroes (and zeroes) are made

Tall tales of pygmies and monsters



Ian Peter Grohse«Emellomm Grønllandt oc Rytzlandt»: Grønlands forhold 
til omverden på gamle kart
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Ziegler, 
c. 1530



Early modern maps 
 = an outsiders’ view of our world

The long story of «urban myths»

The even longer story of ancient Greek myths

The ever-lasting wisdom: never trust a local expert !

How heroes (and zeroes) are made

Tall tales of pygmies and monsters



Simon FranzenKharybdis i Norskehavet: Avbildninger av Moskstraumen 
på kart fra 1500-talet
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Lafreri, 
1572
(revised 
version 
of Olaus 
Magnus, 
1539)



Early modern maps 
 = an outsiders’ view of our world

The long story of «urban myths»

The even longer story of ancient Greek myths

The ever-lasting wisdom: never trust a local expert !

How heroes (and zeroes) are made

Tall tales of pygmies and monsters



Andreas KleinWillem Barentsz’ polarekspedisjoner og kunsten å sette 
seg selv på kartet
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Willem 
Barentsz, 
1598



Jan Huygen 
van Linschoten, 
1601
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Olaus Magnus 
1539 (excerpt)

Olaus Magnus 
1555 (excerpt)



Willem 
Barentsz, 
1598



«Here live pygmies, 
with a maximum height 
of about 4 feet …»

Gerard Mercator, 1613
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