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early 1970s which, by using Greenlandic lyrics with political messages, re-
vitalized Greenlandic culture and identity. It is also a story of the Danish
colonization of Greenland, and the long and complicated processes of de-
colonisation and increased independence.

Daniel Andersson

Dept. of Language Studies
Ume3 University

Sweden
daniel.andersson@umu.se

Making Cultural Heritage Online

Lars Levi Laestadius’ Work and its
Relevance in the Arctic Region

Making Cultural Heritage Online (MCHO) is a project digitalizing the work
of Lars Levi Laestadius. The project is centred at UiT The Arctic University
of Norway in Tromsg, with a network of researchers from the universities
of Eastern Finland, Nordland (Norway) and Ume& (Sweden), as well as from
the Botanical Garden in Kirovsk (Russia). The project is multidisciplinary.

This project covers both historical studies and a study of the relevance
of Lastadius’ ideas historically and to present-day thought. MCHO aims
to develop two digital platforms, a researcher platform and an educational
platform for use in schools. The basic hypothesis of this project is that Lars
Levi Laestadius’ ideas are still useful to modern researchers, not only in reli-
gious-historical and theological contexts, but also in fields as diverse as the
botanical, linguistic and ethnographic sciences, as well as in understanding
the cultural context in the European North. We also believe that the project
contributes significantly to technological and conceptual advances in these
fields, and to a broader understanding of the origin and history of some of
the central ideas that have formed the contemporary North.

Each of the following research aspects will be pursued from both his-
torical and contemporary perspectives with regard to Lastadius’ Nachlass
texts:

1. Annotated transcripts of original publications/letters in their original

language.

2. Translations into Finnish, Swedish/Norwegian, Sami and English, as

available.
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3. Texts existing only in Finnish and/or Sami to be translated into Eng-
lish.

4. Oral presentation of some of the material in selected northern dia-
lects.

5. Development of pedagogical resources.

6. Developing disciplinary and multidisciplinary research projects based
on the material.

Lars Levi Laestadius
Lars Levi Leestadius was born in 1800 in the municipality of Jikkvik in
Swedish Lapland and died in 1861 in Pajala on the Swedish side of the bor-
der with Finland, which was a Russian Grand Duchy during the nineteenth
century. Laestadius was educated as a theologian and worked as a vicar in
Swedish Lapland. He is best remembered as a revivalist preacher and the
revivalist movement, “Lastadianism,” has become a central influence in the
cultural heritage of Northern Norway, Northern Sweden and Finland.

Much of the expertise on Lastadius’ work is located in the Arctic re-
gion. This research has mostly been carried out in the national contexts of
Finland, Norway and Sweden.

There have been many scientific studies of the Lastadian revival, but
a broad scientific presentation of the whole range of Laestadius’ work has
never before been undertaken. The aim of this project is to make available
all the works of Laestadius and to raise their profile, thereby opening up a
significant field of cultural heritage in the North Calotte.

The Study of Laestadius’ Nachlass

Laestadius work makes a contribution to a wide range of scientific fields, not
only theology. He mastered and used several languages in his writings: Lat-
in, Swedish, Sami and Finnish. Most interesting are his contributions in the
latter two languages. In 1839, he anonymously published the booklet Hdlai-
tattem ristagasa ja satte almatja kaskan [‘Conversation between a Christian
and a non-believer'] which, with two other publications dating from the
1840s, were the first texts ever to be published in Lule Sami. Laestadius thus
played a major role in establishing a written standard for Lule Sami. During
the years 1839-1845, Laestadius worked on a monograph on Sami mythology.
This was meant to form part of the publication series of the La Recherche
expedition, but the manuscript disappeared. One part was traced in 1933
to Pontarlier in France, another was discovered in 1946 at the University of
Yale in the USA, and in 2001 the final part of the manuscript was found in
Pontarlier. In the text, Laestadius declares the mythology of the Sami people
to be the equal of any other.
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Leestadius was also an internationally recognized botanist, a member of
the Botanical Society of Edinburgh. Whilst attending to his pastoral duties,
Leestadius pursued his interest in botany, authoring a number of articles on
plant life in Lapland. Because of the wide recognition of his knowledge of
botany, Leestadius was invited to participate in the French La Recherche ex-
pedition of 1838-1840. As an expedition member, Laestadius served as a field
guide for the interior of Northern Norway and Sweden, studying both plant
life and the culture of the Sami inhabitants. Following his participation in
the La Recherche expedition, Laestadius became a Chevalier of the French
Légion d’honneur, the first Scandinavian to receive this honour. Lestadius’
herbarium, his drawings and his observations are of great value within the
fields of both natural history and botany, contributing floristic, taxonomic
and ecological information regarding vascular plants in northern Scandina-
via. For many years he made meteorological notes and recorded the time of
arrival of various migrating birds in Karesuando.

At the age of 43 Laestadius wrote his pastoral thesis Crapula mundi, in
which he argued against the theological rationalism of the Swedish Enlight-
enment, and the moral decay of modern culture. The theology of Lastadius
has had a great impact on the people of the North Calotte. His sermons
were circulated throughout the region. At least 466 of them have been
preserved and some are still in use today. Lastadius also wrote a thesis in
philosophy of religion entitled Ddrhushjonet. En blick i nddens ordning [ The
lunatic. An insight into the order of grace’]. This text provides a critique of
philosophical and religious changes in society.

Laestadius wrote extensively, and several of his letters and papers have
still not been published. Most of his Nachlass (unpublished writings) are
now spread over various archives and private collections. An overview of his
main publications is listed in Hkan Rydving’s “Bibliographia laestadiana
selecta” (Rydving 2000). In both Sweden and Finland there are several doc-
uments in libraries and archives; some of them already digitized. The search
for further documents relating to Laestadius is ongoing, as is the process of
digitizing and publishing as much of his unpublished work as possible. Mak-
ing these texts available (transcribed and annotated) will ensure a broader
and more accurate picture of Laestadius’ thoughts, which is essential if their
contemporaneous and present-day relevance is to be properly assessed.

Focusing on Laestadius’s Nachlass should make it possible to obtain a far
more detailed understanding of the author’s role in the development of the
history of the high north, and to study the genesis and development of the
many ideas on which Laestadius worked—as attested by the content of these
unpublished texts.

Three private agencies in Sweden have published Lestadian texts: Bib-
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lioteca Laestadiana, laestadiustexter.se, and the Laestadius Museum in Pajala
(see www.bibliotecalaestadiana.se; www.laestadiusfriends.se). Co-operation
with these agencies will be of the highest priority for our project.

Project Organization

The project is organized in three national research groups: a Norwegian
group located in Tromsg (Chair: Rolf Inge Larsen, Associate Professor), a
Swedish group located in Umed (Chair: Olle Sundstrom, Associate Profes-
sor), and a Finnish group located in Joensuu (Chair: Hannu Mustakallio,
Professor). The three groups will work closely together. Rolf Inge Larsen
co-operates closely with the other national Chairs to organize the work
in such a manner as to ensure a high degree of synergy between the sub-
projects. Hopefully, PhD candidates and masters students from all the par-
ticipating universities will also be associated with the project. Regular joint
seminars will be held and there will be an emphasis on joint publications.
Researchers from all groups are already involved in preparations for the first
workshop.

Publication Plan

A crucial preliminary step will be to clarify the scope of the technical plat-
form which will be used to host the collected works of Leastadius. One of
the university libraries will be responsible for this task, in co-operation
with the other libraries and archives involved, taking charge of building and
maintaining the platform. The University Library in Tromsg has a strong
commitment to digital publishing and editing services and can ensure that
the technical solution chosen for the Lastadius project is sustainable and
complies with international standards for digital editing, text annotation
and search facilities. The technical platform has not yet been chosen, but we
are aiming to have a specialized Open-Source text database engine for the
storage and retrieval of analyzed or annotated text. Application domains
include linguistics, publishing, text processing, and any other fields dealing
with annotated text.

Work on the various sub-projects (including the publication of Lzsta-
dius’ Nachlass) will take place throughout the duration of the project. Sev-
en Nordic workshops and one international conference will be organized
during this period. All the activities will be documented on the project
website (http://site.uit.no/l1ll). The project was launched at a workshop in
Tromsg, 29-30 October 2015, where the disciplinary research project was
discussed and presented on our website. Forthcoming workshops within the
project will mainly be held at host universities, or in the municipalities of
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Karesuando and Pajala where Lastadius lived and worked; they will be orga-
nized as open, international events with internationally recognized keynote
speakers.
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“The Inquisitive Vicar”

Bringing Jonas A. Nensén’s Nineteenth Century
Records of Northern People’s Life and Culture to a
Wider Audience

“The inquisitive vicar” is a two-year transdisciplinary infrastructure pro-
ject financed by Stiftelsen Riksbankens Jubileumsfond that began on Jan-
uary 2015 at Umeé University (IN14-0194:1). The project’s aim is to make
the nineteenth century records of the northern people’s life and culture,
as they were noted by the vicar Jonas A. Nensén (1791-1881), more widely
known and available for researchers and the public alike. These records offer
unique insights into a wide diversity of topics with importance for several
disciplines as well as for our general understanding of the area’s cultural
history and development.




