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Summary: 
This is the second of six reports from a project. This report consists of five chapters. It 
outlines the author's theoretical pre-knowledge of the special education issues studied in 
the project.  The report shows that quality is a fluid concept that is difficult to grasp. The 
special education professional community is found to be in a state of crisis offering very 
divergent views of how problems should be understood and acted upon. There is no 
single way to define 'best practices' is found, and thus no single procedure for validating 
quality seems to be available. In this case a social validation procedure which utilises 
different techniques seems to be one viable option. By this procedure priorities of 
stakeholders and qualitative judgements of practices may be observed. This strategy is 
chosen for the project. Furthermore, a global agenda for special education has been 
adopted and the principle of inclusion has been written into policy documents of many 
nations. Social validation studies may help to understand the problems met when attempts 
are made to implement qualities associated with this principle.  
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