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1 Introduction

A central feature of the Russian aspectual system is the prefixation of imperfective base verbs
to create perfective aspectual partners with identical lexical meaning. This type of perfective
has been termed natural perfectives by Janda®, which is also the term that will be used in this
thesis. Prefix variation is when a single imperfective base verb forms two or more natural
perfectives, which recent research has shown to be both frequent and systematic in
contemporary standard Russian (henceforth: CSR). Mapame ‘to soil’, for instance, has four
natural perfectives in seimapame, 3amapame, usmapams and Hcv/vu:rpcrmb.2 These terms will be

explained in much greater detail in the following chapter on relevant previous research.

This thesis will examine prefixed natural perfectives and prefix variation in Russian occasional
verbs, which has not been done previously. Occasional words are words that are produced in
speech, but don’t recur as consolidated units in the language.? The main aim will be to make a
comparison with CSR and determine whether prefix variation behaves differently in occasional
verbs than it does in standardized Russian. In this thesis | have therefore set forth the following

research questions that | will attempt to answer:

- Is prefix variation more or less common in occasional verbs than in CSR?

o What does an analysis of prefix variation on the prefix level indicate?

= Are there differences when it comes to which prefixes each prefix can be
in combination with?

= Are the different combinations of prefixes more common than in CSR?

o What does an analysis of prefix variation on the verb level indicate?
= Do occasional verbs form more prefixed aspectual pairs?

o What might cause potential differences between CSR and occasional verbs?

- Do occasional verbs take the same prefixes as their CSR counterparts? If not, why?

! Janda (2007b)
? Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
* Sokolova (2009)



In order to answer these research questions, | will draw on the research of others to establish
an overview of prefix variation in CSR and also do my utmost to attain an analogous overview of
prefix variation in occasional verbs. Once | have two databases to work with and compare, | will
begin my analysis. The relevant previous research will be examined thoroughly in chapter two,
whereas the process of creating an analogous database of occasional verbs is described in

detail in the third chapter.

Answering my research questions one by one, | will first examine prefix variation at the level of
individual prefixes. Prefix combinations, the choice of prefixes by verbs that engage in prefix
variation, is a central term here. Chapter 4: Prevalence of Prefix Variation I: Prefix Level will, in
both CSR and occasional verbs, look at which prefixes can occur in combination with each
other, how frequent these binary combinations are - whether a binary combination is part of a

larger combination or not - as well as how large and how frequent the larger combinations are.

The question of how large and how frequent the larger combinations are directly overlaps with
the next part of my research question, what does prefix variation on the verb level indicate? If
there are seventy-five ternary and twenty-one quaternary prefix combinations, it follows that
seventy-five verbs take three prefixes, while twenty-one verbs have four prefixed aspectual
partners. This takes us to Chapter 5: Prevalence of Prefix Variation Il: Verb Level, which will
continue this examination before looking at whether there are differences in the different

categories of verbs.

These two first chapters of our analysis portion, Chapters 4 and 5, will therefore combine to
provide an answer to the first research question - Is prefix variation more or less common in
occasional verbs than in CSR?, answering one sub-question each. We will find that both
analyses of the prevalence of prefix variation, on both the verb and prefix levels, indicate that
prefix variation is more common in occasional verbs than in CSR. Having reached this

conclusion, the second part of Chapter 5 will subsequently move on to sum up the two chapters



by discussing what the causes of this might be, thereby touching upon the third and last of the
three sub-questions. | speculate that since occasional verbs are more recent, less consolidated,
acquisitions in the language, they allow for more individual interpretation. In accordance with
the overlap hypothesis, described in detail in Chapter 2 on previous research, the speaker opts
for the prefix with the semantic meaning that corresponds the best with his/her own individual
interpretation of the verb. A different speaker, with a different interpretation of the same verb,

might choose a different prefix.

The next step will logically be to attempt to answer my last research question on whether or not
the verbs in CSR take the same prefixes as occasional verbs, which is what Chapter 6 will set out
to do. Chapter 6 will look at this from a few different angles. Some of my occasional verbs have
clear counterparts in CSR, with identical or very similar lexical meaning. In these verbs
examining to what extent the same prefix is chosen is fairly straight forward, as all one has to
do is look at the natural perfectives each verb takes. | find that the verbs in my database that
have such counterparts do to a great extent show loyalty to the choice of prefix of their
counterpart verb. They're less loyal in the sense that, in these verbs, the natural perfective
formed with the same prefix as the counterpart in CSR is likely to be less frequent than natural

perfectives formed with other prefixes, usually 3a-.

Another, and perhaps more interesting, side of the coin is whether or not the prefixes that we
expect to be productive really are to be productive. In Russian the prefixes no-, c- and 3a- are
considered the most productive, with mo- and c- being much more productive than 3a-.* We
would therefore expect these prefixes to be the most frequent perfectivizing prefixes in our
occasional verbs. | will examine both type and token frequency, and see whether this is the
case. However, the findings of this thesis indicate that in, occasional verbs, 3a- produces natural
perfectives much more frequently than any other prefix, including the prefixes of the

counterpart verbs in those occasional verbs that have such counterparts. As we shall see, we

* Sokolova (2009), tazifski (2008)



find that both type and token frequency indicate that 3a- is much more productive than any

other prefix, almost to the extent of being the default perfectivizing prefix.

The final section of Chapter 6 launches three hypotheses to explain the possible implications of
this. The Conflict Hypothesis postulates that previous researchers were wrong in identifying ro-
and c- as being the most productive prefixes in Russian. This is perhaps the first interpretation
that springs to mind, as 3a- is so overwhelmingly dominant in occasional verbs. Another
possible interpretation, though, is what we will call the Diachronic Hypothesis, which suggests
that we could be dealing with different periods in the development of Russian, in other words
that our occasional verbs are more indicative of processes that are occurring at this very
moment, while data from CSR represents processes that are somewhat older. The last
hypothesis we have named the Socio-Linguistic Hypothesis. It operates with the supposition
that the prefix 3a- possesses qualities that are particularly suited for producing natural
perfectives in occasional verbs. | argue, as Sokolova did in her 2009 article on the productivity
of 3a-, that this must be considered a possibility as 3a- harmonizes well with the concepts of

efficient and expedient completeness, which appears to be preferred by occasional verbs.’

Prefix variation has, as mentioned above, been examined before, though it remains an
underexplored topic. This thesis will contribute to our understanding of the phenomenon, as
well as to our understanding of the general development of the Russian verb paradigm, by
examining prefix variation from the previously unexplored perspective of occasional verbs. The
major findings of this thesis are that prefix variation is much more productive in occasional
verbs, as might have been expected because of their more general semantics, and that the
prefix 3a- seems, surprisingly, to be playing the role of the default perfectivizing prefix, at least

in occasional verbs.

> Sokolova (2009)



2 Previous Research

This chapter will attempt to provide an overview of previous research, relevant to this thesis. As
the topic of this thesis is prefix variation in aspectual prefixes in occasional Russian verbs, a
logical place to begin is by looking at what aspect is. As aspect has been the topic of extensive
literature, it is way beyond the scope of this chapter to provide a coherent summary of
everything that has been written previously. | will therefore merely provide a brief overview of

what aspect is in general and how the Russian aspectual system functions.

I will move on to describe (Janda 2007)'s cluster model for categorizing the Russian verb in
order to be able to define what a natural perfective is and how the prefixes that produce them
behave. This will provide the necessary backdrop so we can move on to introduce the term
prefix variation in these natural perfectives, which is what the better part of this thesis is

dedicated to discussing.

2.1 WhatlIs Aspect?

A standard definition of aspect, put forward by Comrie, is that the different aspects are
"different ways of viewing the internal temporal constituency of a situation".® In Russian all
forms of all verbs mandatorily express aspect. Even the so-called bi-aspectual verbs, such as
sesiems 'to order' and sukeuduposame 'to liquidate', which have the same form for both
aspects, must be interpreted as either imperfective or perfective in any given context. Aspect in
such words can therefore be compared to number in English words like fish, deer, sheep.’
Russian also differs from most languages that mark aspect in that the perfective aspect is
functionally marked, while the imperfective is unmarked.® Aspect is in other words central to

the Russian verb system. The Russian verb has two aspects, the imperfective and the perfective.

® Comrie (1976) p. 3

7 Janda (2007a)
Kuznetsova (2012) p.95
® Janda (2007b)



These are, in the vast majority of instances, morphologically related and formed through

derivation.’

Traditionally, Russian verbs are grouped into aspectual pairs. An aspectual pair is made up of
two correlative verbs that coincide lexically and differ only in that they express different
aspect.’® Such aspectual pairs can be formed by the suffixation of a prefixed verb or the
prefixation of a simplex (unprefixed) verb. From simplex verbs, such as nucame 'to write' and
sapums 'to cook', that are generally imperfective, one can form prefixed natural perfectives like
Hanucams and cecarpumt;».11 However, we also have a few Russian verbs that form their natural
perfectives by adding other affixes to the simplex imperfective, as in the case of ysaxams 'to
respect-IMPFV' and ysaxums 'to respect'’-PFV."% In certain cases aspectual pairs can also be
formed by suppletion, as in the instance of ki1acme 'to put'-imperfective and nosoxcume 'to

put'-perfective.

2.2 The Cluster Model

We do see, however, that simplex verbs usually produce more than one perfective via
prefixation. We often see instances where verb A is derivationally related to verbs B and C
(both aspectually distinct from A), and verb B is derivationally related to verb D (aspectually
distinct from B) etc. Janda proposed, in her 2007 article on aspect types, that such examples be
treated as a verb cluster containing A, B, C and D. Some of these clusters may even contain
significantly more verbs than just four."® Some of the verbs in such a cluster might be
aspectually different but semantically identical. These constitute the traditional aspectual pairs.
If you take the verb kpuuame 'to scream'-IMPFV for instance, with its semantically identical
partner npokpuyams 'to scream'-PFV, you get such a pair. In the same article Janda terms this

kind of perfective natural perfectives. Kpuuams, however, also produces perfectives with other

? Or, according to a minority view, by inflection.

Vinogradov (1972) p.398

1% Tixonov (1998) p.10

1 Janda, Endresen, Kuznetsova, Lyashevskaya, Makarova, Nesset, Sokolova (2013) p. 2
12 an Schooneveld (1958)

 Janda (2007b)



prefixes. You have nepekpuyams 'to shout down'-PFV, nokpuyams 'to scream for a while'-PFV,
3aKkpu4yams 'to start screaming'-PFV, kpukHymbo 'to scream once'-PFV, and so on. These all
belong to the same cluster since they are all derivationally and semantically related to the
simplex verb, although not semantically identical. Janda introduced the terms specialized

perfectives, complex act perfectives and single act perfectives to categorize these.™

Specialized Perfectives are perfectives where the lexical meaning of the verb is different from
that of the corresponding simplex verb. lMepekpuyame falls into this category, since outvoicing
someone is a fundamentally different act than mere shouting.

Complex Act Perfectives are perfectives where the prefix sets boundaries on the action named
in the simplex verb, for instance a beginning, an end or both. 3akpuyame and nokpuuame both
belong in this group. The former, meaning 'to start crying', points to the beginning of the act of
crying, while the latter, which denotes a situation where one cries for a short while, sets
boundaries at both ends.

Single Act Perfectives are perfectives which express a single performance from a series of
identical or similar acts. In opposition to kpuuams, which denotes a series of shouting events,
KpukHymeo refers to the act of shouting once. KpukHyme is therefore an example of a single act

perfective.

To further complicate the cluster, many prefixed perfectives form an imperfective partner, such
as nepexkpukusams 'to shout down'-IMPFV, derived from nepekpuyams 'to shout down'-PFV
and nokpuxkusams 'to scream for a while'-IMPFV from nokpuyames 'to scream for a while'-PFV.

These verbs, traditionally termed secondary imperfectives, complete our cluster model.”?

It is not always immediately clear whether a given perfective belongs in the category natural
perfective or in one of the other categories. KpukHyme, for instance, is listed as 00HokpamHoe

deticmsue (a single act perfective), in OZegov & Svedova, but as a natural perfective by RG-80,

4 Janda (2007b)
' Janda (2007b)



both being among the most authoritative publications on the Russian language.*® How can this
be? There are a few criteria for establishing aspectual pairs that all exploit contexts that force
the replacement of a perfective verb by the imperfective lexical counterpart. The most famous
such criterion was introduced by Maslov, who observed that the imperfective historical present
occurs in instances where the perfective past tense could just as easily be used."” Other criteria
have also been introduced since, for instance criteria looking at the imperfective used in
negation or the imperfective in the habitual context.'® These criteria will be introduced more
thoroughly in my methodology chapter. We see, however, that none of these criteria are
perfect, and in many cases raise as many questions as they answer. We also see that context
plays an important role. When the word kpukHyme is listed both as single act perfective and as
a natural perfective by different scholars, this most likely indicates that, depending on the
context, it can be either. It also well demonstrates that it is often impossible to categorically,

confidently and unambiguously classify a verb as belonging in any one of these categories.

2.3 Perfectivizing Prefixes: Empty or Not?

As mentioned above, natural perfectives are aspectually different but semantically identical to
their base imperfective verb. This concurrence of semantics has given rise to the long lived
assumption in Russian linguistics that affixes marking aspect are semantically empty and serve
simply as perfective markers. When nucame and Hanucame have identical lexical meaning 'to
write', and the only thing differentiating them is aspect, it seems most reasonable to conclude
that the prefix Ha- has no lexical meaning. This hypothesis has by far been the most popular in
scholarly literature. One of the staunchest proponents of the Empty Prefixes hypothesis is
perhaps Tixonov, who writes in his 1998 book that the purely aspectual prefixes "merely denote
the inherent boundary of the imperfective simplex base verb, they only indicate the natural

outcome of the action described by the simplex verb™". It has also been argued that aspectual

16 Svedova (1980)

OZegova and Svedova (1993)
" Maslov (1984) p.53
'8 Kuznetsova (2012) p.96-97
" Tixonov (1998) p.29



pairs are not independent verbs, but rather different inflection of a single verb. This entails that
prefixes and suffixes that produce natural prefixes perform a function similar to that of endings
in the verb's inflectional paradigm, which are empty apart from the grammatical categories

they mark.?

The competing hypothesis asks why we have sixteen different prefixes performing the task of a
mere aspectual marker, when one would suffice. It asserts that semantic emptiness is an
illusion created by an overlap of the semantics of the prefix and the base verb. These two
hypotheses have been dubbed the Empty Prefix Hypothesis and the Overlap Hypothesis by

Janda and Lyashevskaya.21

The Overlap Hypothesis has since it was introduced by van Schooneveld and Vey represented a
minority view, but it has existed for a long time.? Recently, however, researchers at UiT - The
Arctic University of Norway have conducted extensive research on the distribution of prefixes in
Russian verbs, and their findings massively support the Overlap Hypothesis. The researchers
found that the sixteen prefixes that produce aspectual pairs, 8- (80-), 83- (803-), 8bI-, U3-, Ha-, o-
(06-, 060-), om-, nepe-, no-, Noo- (nodo-), npu-, npu-, Npo-, pas-, c-, y-, are not randomly

distributed across Russian verbs.

This immediately begs the question of why you need sixteen different prefixes to mark aspect,
when one aspectual marker would suffice. Furthermore, if 1,981 verbs had been randomly
distributed across sixteen prefixes, that would average 124 verbs per prefix. The actual
distribution is quite different, a prefix like mo- combines with 417 verbs, whereas v- only
combines with three verbs. They also point to how the Overlap Hypothesis can, to a large
extent, predict which prefix is chosen by which verb. The prefix pas-, for instance, can have the

meaning 'swell’, thereby turning a verb like dymes 'to blow' into paszdyme 'to inflate', 'to swell by

?% Vinogradov (1972) p.398

?! Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
22 yan Schooneveld (1958)
Vey (1952)



blowing'. The verb nyxnyme 'to swell', the Overlap Hypothesis predicts, would therefore be

likely to pick pas- when forming its natural perfective. This is also the case.?

This, combined with the facts that sixteen prefixes perform the task of one, as mentioned
above, and that 27% of the 1,981 verbs produce more than one aspectual pair via prefixation,
as discussed in more detail below, is enough, the Exploring Emptiness group hopes, to
conclusively settle the matter and lay the Empty Prefixes Hypothesis to rest.?* This
phenomenon, when a verb combines with more than one prefix to form more than one

aspectual pair, is called prefix variation.

2.4 Prefix Variation

The phenomenon of prefix variation is a topic that has been very scarcely examined; in fact, it
was never thoroughly explored before the Exploring Emptiness project at the University of
Tromsg set out to lay the debate between the Empty Prefixes Hypothesis and the Overlap
Hypothesis to rest. The article that goes into the most detail here is Janda and Lyashevskaya's
article, titled Prefix Variation, from 2011. This thesis, when examining CSR and occasional verbs,

will therefore rely heavily on their findings.

As mentioned above, Janda and Lyashevskaya found that 27% of the 1,981 verbs that form
natural prefixes via prefixation actually do so with more than one prefix, thereby producing
more than one aspectual pair. According to the Empty Prefixes hypothesis, there would be no
need for a single imperfective base verb to form two or more natural perfectives as these verbs

would be absolutely identical in meaning.

The research conducted within the framework of the Exploring Emptiness project at the
University of Troms@, however, finds that prefix variation is both frequent and systematic in

Contemporary Standard Russian (henceforth: CSR). An example of a verb that forms natural

2 Janda, Endresen, Kuznetsova, Lyashevskaya, Makarova, Nesset, Sokolova (2013) p. 12
24 Janda, Endresen, Kuznetsova, Lyashevskaya, Makarova, Nesset, Sokolova (2013) p. 11

10



perfectives with more than one prefix is Mapames ‘to soil’, which has four natural perfectives in
8bIMApPAMb, 3amMapame, usmapams and Hamapame, as was mentioned in the introduction.
Such natural perfectives are often interchangeable, but the fact that there are contexts where
they are not, strengthens the hypothesis that even prefixes that produce natural perfectives

carry semantic meaning.25

In view of the findings from the research conducted within the Exploring Emptiness framework,
overwhelmingly in support of the Overlap Hypothesis, this thesis will treat the debate between

the Empty Prefixes Hypothesis and the Overlap Hypothesis as a settled matter.

2.5 The Contribution of This Thesis

This thesis will expand upon the research previously conducted on prefix variation by looking at
how occasional verbs behave in this regard. Occasional verbs are usually closer to spoken
language than normative written language is. It is a well-known fact that written language is
generally considered more conservative than spoken language. Internet jargon is therefore
much more indicative of processes that are occurring in Russian right now, while tendencies
that are frequent in CSR are usually better suited at providing us with information on processes

that were productive in past centuries.

Occasional words constitute a heavily understudied topic in Russian linguistics. This thesis will
therefore contribute to a better understanding not only of how occasional verbs and internet
jargon behave, but also on the processes of change within the verb paradigm that Russian is

currently undergoing.

2.6 Conclusion
In this chapter | have attempted to provide a brief overview of the previous literature that is

the most relevant to my thesis. We have encountered a widely recognized definition of what

® Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
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aspect is and how it behaves in Russian. We have also been acquainted with the aspectual
pairs, in which Russian verbs traditionally have been considered to occur, and the more
extensive cluster model analysis, introduced by Janda in 2007. The latter introduces the term
natural perfectives, which is the perfective member of the traditional aspectual pair. One of the
ways a simplex verb can produce a natural perfective is by prefixation. However, linguists at UiT
- The Arctic University of Norway have found that a third of all simplex verbs that form natural
perfectives this way produce more than one by combining with different prefixes, displaying so-
called prefix variation. This would indicate a flaw in the formerly so popular empty prefixes
hypothesis that claims the perfectivizing prefixes are semantically 'empty', as they merely alter
aspect. The overlap hypothesis asks why you have sixteen prefixes performing the task of one.
This chapter has given a brief account of the research conducted within the Exploring
Emptiness research project at the University of Tromsg to lay this debate to rest in favor of the

overlap hypothesis.
This thesis aims to expand upon our understanding of prefix variation by examining the

previously understudied occasional verbs in order to gain insight into processes that are

happening right now, in the 21st century.

12



3 Methodology

This chapter will attempt to elucidate the process of gathering and analyzing the necessary data
to examine occasional verbs in order to gain insight into processes currently occurring in
Russian. Recall from chapter one that the research questions | set forth to achieve this insight

are as follows:

- lIs prefix variation more or less common in occasional verbs than in CSR?

o What does an analysis of prefix variation on the prefix level indicate?

= Are there differences when it comes to which prefixes each prefix can be
in combination with?

= Are the different combinations of prefixes more common than in CSR?

o What does an analysis of prefix variation on the verb level indicate?
= Do occasional verbs form more prefixed aspectual pairs?

o If there are differences in the prevalence of prefix variation, what might cause

this?

- Do occasional verbs take the same prefixes as their CSR counterparts? If not, why?

In other words, we will set out to make a comparison of prefix variation in CSR and occasional
verbs. In order make such a comparison one must obviously obtain data that can be compared.
We will therefore attain an overview of perfective pairs and prefix variation in both CSR as well
as in occasional verbs. As both prefixed natural perfectives and prefix variation are topics that,
in CSR, have been researched on before, this is fairly easily done by simply drawing on the work
of others. As we will find, the database created for the Exploring Emptiness research project at

the University of Tromsg will be especially helpful in this regard.

Getting a similar overview of occasional verbs will prove much more difficult as there, for
obvious reasons, exists no such database, nor any extensive dictionaries of such verbs. | will

therefore examine a group of fairly frequent occasional verbs that | hope are as representative

13



as possible. Native speakers will then help identify natural perfectives, before we in coming
chapters commence our comparison of the resulting database with the data already existing for

CSR.

3.1 Getting an Overview of CSR Prefix Variation

The University of Tromsg - The Arctic University of Norway is host to the CLEAR (Cognitive
Linguistics: Empirical Approaches to Russian) research group. This group received funding from
the Research Council in Norway (Norges Forskningsrad) to launch a research project called
Exploring Emptiness, which aimed to explore the prefixes that are considered empty by the

Empty Prefixes Hypothesis mentioned in the previous chapter.?®

Within the framework of this research project, the researchers of the CLEAR group created a
comprehensive database of all aspectual pairs in CSR that are formed via prefixation. This was
done by creating an aggregate of the aspectual pairs listed in Evgen'eva's (1999) and OZegov
and Svedova's (2001) dictionaries of Russian, as well as in Cubberly’s 1982 article on "empty
prefixes". The resulting database contains 1,981 base imperfectives that form perfectives with
one or more prefixes, and features a user friendly search function which makes analyzing prefix

variation in CSR relatively quick and easy.27

3.2 Getting an Overview of Occasional Verbs

Thanks to this work, an overview of prefixation in CSR already exists and | will therefore not
have to create my own. No such overview, however, exists for occasional verbs. | would of
course have preferred to go about creating one by turning to the same method used by the
CLEAR research group for CSR. However, there exists no comprehensive dictionary of Russian

internet slang or occasional verbs and creating one is nearly impossible by any account - as new

?® http://emptyprefixes.uit.no/project_eng.htm (obtained 2014.03.23)
http://emptyprefixes.uit.no/ (obtained 5.21.2013)
Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
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ones appear continuously and the usage of these are far from always recorded - and would in

any case be far beyond the scope of this thesis.

| must therefore attempt to find a group of occasional verbs that not only behave in a

representative manner, but that also appear frequently enough for them to be reliably

analyzed. After consulting with friends, | have decided upon a group of 28 verbs that appear

very frequently in my friends' lingo.?® These verbs are also among the occasional verbs most

frequently encountered on Russian websites such as forums, blogs, social networks, etc. The 28

verbs | will be examining are as follows:

Verb
anpysume

bakcumeo

2yanume

3urnoeameo

KOMmMeHmMmume

nalikame

nocmume

¢elicumeo

¢opsapdumes

Gloss
'to approve'
‘to pay (in
foreign currency)’

‘to google’

‘to pack (usually

computer files)’

‘to comment’

‘to “like” on
facebook’
‘to publish on
an online
forum’

‘to hit in the
face’/’to spend
time on
facebook’

‘to forward a

message’

Verb
apbalimams

6aHUMb

LAxouHumecsa

Keomumeo

KOHHEKMUM®bCA

/102UHUMbCA

cramume

¢nyoume

YeKUHuUmocCAa

Gloss
‘to work’

‘to ban’

‘to join’

‘to quote’

‘to connect’

‘to log in’

‘to spam’

‘to write a lot’/

‘to comment

excessively’

'to register

one's location'

Verb
ammayumeb

eamamecA

0oHamMumo

KeHmoeameo

KHOKAGmMeo

noz2oppumescs

meumume

¢onnosume

wripexame

28 Arkhangelsk and Murmansk, Northwestern Russia, as well as Moscow, Central Russia

Gloss
'to attach'

‘to play’

‘To put real
money into a
game’

‘to befriend’

‘to know’/’to
knock’,

‘to log off’

‘to publish on

Twitter’

‘to “follow”
somebody on

twitter’

‘to say’/’to

speak’



3.3 Gathering Data on my Verbs: Pros and Cons

These are verbs that produce next to no hits in the Russian National Corpus, so | have used the
Yandex search engine to check the frequency with which they occur online. | have then, again
by using the Yandex search engine, checked how frequently each verb occurs in combination

with each of the following sixteen prefixes:

8-, 83-/803-, 8bl-, 30-, U3-, Ha-, 0-/06-/060-, om-, nepe-, no-, Nood-, Npu-, NPo-, pas-, c-, y-

These are the prefixes that in Russian produce natural perfectives.29 These are also the prefixes
with which the researchers at Exploring Emptiness operate when conducting their analysis of

Russian prefixes.

The problem with search engines, however, as opposed to the corpus, is that the same hit often
shows up several times. This, in turn, leads to it being counted as several hits. It is important to
keep this in mind when looking at the frequency statistics presented in this analysis.
Nevertheless, it seems safe to assume that a form, which yields millions of hits, like
3anozuHumocs, occurs much more frequently in usage on the internet than does a form like

cnoauHumecs, which merely yields a few tens of hits.

Another problem that was encountered was the problem of typos. A very small minority of the
possible prefix-verb combinations produced results that were obvious typos. An example of
such an instance is the possible combination of y- and nrocmume. The results returned by
Yandex were typos of ynpocmume 'to simplify' and ynycmume 'to miss'. The search returns in
these instances are marked with an asterisk in Appendix A, and completely disregarded for the
purposes of my analysis. A related problem, though somewhat more difficult to deal with, is the
guestions that logically arise when instances of two orthographically similar prefixes behave
much in the same way. Are instances of okommeHmume being used as natural perfectives

examples of 'true' usage, or are they merely typos of the far more frequent natural perfective

* Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
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omrkommeHmumbs? In these instances, also few and far between, my native speaker
respondents' answers to the question Should this prefix be expected to alter the semantic
meaning of the verb?, described in the process of verification of natural prefixes later in this

chapter, were paid particular attention to.

Whenever you examine a relatively small group of words like this, the question of
representativity will always be lurking in the background. These verbs, however, in addition to
being frequent occurrences, are heterogeneous both in the actions they describe and in how
similar they are to verbs that already exist in CSR. Words such as apbaiimams and wnpexame
describe actions without a natural result, whereas others do not. Furthermore, some verbs
have obvious semantic counterparts in CSR, like keomumeo (cf. yumuposams), while others, like
eyenume, do not. They are all fairly recent introductions to the Russian language as well, which
means they will be reflective of contemporary processes occurring in the language. It therefore
stands to reason that any prominent and consistent patterns we might observe as a result of

this analysis will be indicative.

3.4 Informants

To analyze prefix variation in these verbs, one must first establish which prefixes they take to
produce aspectual pairs. To identify aspectual pairs, one must find a way to identify natural
perfectives. As mentioned in the previous chapter, natural perfectives are perfectives with the
same lexical meaning as their imperfective base verb. Identifying such examples among the hits
provided by the Yandex search engine is extremely time consuming. A prefix-verb combination
such as 'mpubaHums' might be a natural perfective in some instances, whereas in others it
might take on the meaning 'to ban for a short while'. | have trawled through the Yandex search
results myself, actively searching for instances where the lexical meaning of the prefixed
perfective to me appears identical to the lexical meaning of the simplex base imperfective.
Although | at this stage included many examples that where discarded later in the process, |
cannot guarantee, among the hundreds of millions of examples of usages provided by Yandex,

that there are no unique verb-prefix natural perfective combinations that | have not
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overlooked. For two reasons, however, | hold the likelihood that these are numerous enough to
significantly impact my conclusions to be slim. Firstly, since almost two months were devoted
almost entirely to this process, it has been carried out very thoroughly. Secondly, if there are
any overlooked examples out there, they would contribute to making my conclusions more
spectacular and surprising, rather than less, as | conclude that slang verbs display prefix

variation to a much greater extent than CSR.

As | myself am no native speaker of Russian, the next step in the process of identifying natural
perfectives was to have a panel of native speakers confirm them. | have had each prefix-verb
combination examined by eight native speakers3°: Dr. Sokolova of the University of Tromsg,
Ekaterina IlI'ina, Vladimir Ivoninskiy, Nelli Khabarova, Kristina Korotaeva, Viktoria Alfer’eva,
Maksim Sadykov — the latter six all being philology students at NArFU University in Arkhangelsk.
For each specific example, they were asked to identify whether, in their opinion, the prefix
should be expected to change the meaning of the verb at all. Then they were asked to put the
sentences in the imperfective, by negation and by use of the historical present. In a very few
instances, due to the requirements of the context, my informants were asked to use the
habitual, thereby forcing them to put their verbs in the imperfective aspect. If they used the
base simplex verb in the imperfective, the prefix-verb combination was determined to be a
natural perfective. In cases where the responses of different informants were contradictory,
and such cases were numerous, | have defined a prefixed verb as a natural perfective whenever

a majority has indicated that it was.

Such discrepancies in the informants' answers are, of course, not ideal. This is, however, not
completely unexpected, notwithstanding the fact that my informants are all holders of degrees
in Russian philology. One reason this was to be expected is that even well-respected
publications on Russian language can disagree in their classification of individual verbs, as

mentioned and discussed in the chapter on previous research. Another factor that might have

30 Though not all my native speaker informants have examined every single verb-prefix combination, each
combination has been examined by a minimum of five native speakers.
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played a role in this is that different native speakers of the same language often attend to

different cues in input, and as a result end up having individual grammars.*

This process of determining natural perfectives is based on the work of others who have
developed criteria for this process. As mentioned in the chapter on previous research, the most
popular criterion was introduced by Maslov in 1953, who observed that the so-called historical
present requires the imperfective aspect. Historical present neutralizes aspect, because it
always takes the imperfective. When a native speaker is presented with a sentence in past
tense and a perfective verb, and asked to say the exact same thing using historical present, he
will be compelled to use an imperfective verb with identical meaning as the perfective verb in
the sentence with which he was presented. One can thereby determine what verbs are by
native speakers considered to differ only in aspect, but not in lexical meaning. Thus, the

aspectual pair oTKpbIBaTb — OTKPbITb can be established the following way:

(1) Npuaa Buepa 4OMOW, 1 OTKPbIZ OKHO.

(2) NMpuxosky A BYEPa AOMOW, OTKPbIBAIO OKHO.

Later, several other criteria have been introduced. Zaliznjak and Smelev, for instance, pointed
out that the habitual also offers a criterion for determining aspectual pairs. Another criterion is
negation, where omkpoli okHo 'open-PFV the window' and He omkpeisali okHo 'don't open-

IMPFV the window' are contrasted.3?

Although these criteria are helpful up to a point, they raise certain problems. One can
formulate the criteria either in a universal fashion, where every example of every perfective
verb in the past tense must be replaced by an imperfective verb in the historical present, or in
an existential fashion, where the mere existence of one such forced replacement is sufficient
for the verbs to be classified as aspectual counterparts. The problem is that while the universal

criterion is too strong, and there would hardly exist aspectual pairs at all, the existential version

*! Dabrowska (year?)
*? Kuznetsova (2012) p.97
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is too weak because it might identify as pairs verbs that few researchers would want to call

aspectual counterparts.*

My strategy of coping with this shortcoming of the existential version has been to compel my

informants to reflect on whether or not it makes sense for them that the prefix-verb

combinations are identified as natural perfectives. In other words, whether to their ear, the

Nanrkars:
B /IEHTE ECTb AB3 NPEAMOHEHNA 3aNaHKAaTE CTPAHVLLY, KOTOPYID 3aNaMKaNM TEOH APY36a

[in news feed-LOC are two suggestions-GEN to like-PFV page-ACC, which liked-PFV your friends-NOM]

Inthe news feed there are two suggestions to like page that your friends have liked.

OTAaHKETE HOBOCTh W CAENETE NEPENOCT STOW HOBOCTM, HE#EE "PACCKE3ETE APYSEAM" .
[tolike-PFV news-ACC and make repost-ACC this news-GEN, having hit-PFV to tell-PFV friends-DAT]
To like and repost the news by clicking the “share”-button.

Monakkai molk npodaiin, A nonadkakw TeoM!
[like-PFW my profile-ACC, | like-PFV yours-ACC]
Like my profile and "1l like yours.

MpouKTaETE 1 OGA3ETENIBHO NpOAAHKaHTe
[read through-PFV and without fail like-PFV]
Readitand make sureto like it.

NioGyto 3aNKMCh BROHTAKTE MOIKHO NGAKHYTE, TOAEANTECA

[any recording-ACCin vKonta kte-LOC possible to like-PFV, to share-PFV]
It's possible to like and share any audio file onvKontakte.

Figure 2: Example Database: Unige Natural Perfectives

NaiKatb "HaMUMaTb Ha "MHe HpaBuT""
YacrotocTe
Mpucraska COMETaHuA Tun Tun 2/, D
< 338 000 HCB
33 189 000 Natural Perfective
-Hy- 150 000 Natural Perfective
no 6000 Natural Perfective
npo 4000 Natural Perfective
ot 2000 Natural Perfective
Ha 2000 Accumulative Natural Perfective
Specialized
o6 547 Perfective
c 392 HCB
nepe 280 MonxocTbi0 Specialized Perfective
Specialized
pas 178 Perfective
Specialized
BO3 155 Perfective?
Specialized
Bbl 26 Perfective
¥ 16 Natural Perfective?
Specialized
B3 12 Perfective
noa
npu 4

Figure 1: Example Database: Type Frequency

¥ Kuznetsova (2012) p.99
** http://emptyprefixes.uit.no/index.php
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prefix should be expected to modify the

lexical meaning of the verb.

3.5 The Databases Obtained from
this Process
As mentioned above, the work completed

by the CLEAR group yielded a

comprehensible, searchable, and user-
friendly database that is available for free
on their website.>* The databases | have
created for internet slang are intended to
be analogous to this and contain
information about type frequency, as well
as a specific example for each unique
instance of a prefix-verb combination
yielding a natural perfective, as illustrated
by the example of salikame in Figures

Figure 2 and Figure 1.



In sum, the data collected for my databases, paired with the data already collected by others,
and organized in the Exploring Emptiness database, is enough for us to commence with our
analysis and ultimately our comparison of natural perfectives and prefix variation in

standardized Russian and modern Russian slang.

Janda and Lyashevskaya wrote an article in 2011 on prefix variation in CSR.>” For this article
they drew heavily on the data from the Exploring Emptiness database and created in-depth
tables of prefix variation, the distribution of prefix variation and prefix combinations on which
they drew their conclusions. This thesis will present a similar analysis of my own databases on

Russian slang, and a comparison between the two.

3.6 Conclusion

In this chapter, we have seen how | have collected data on the previously relatively uncharted
territory of occasional verbs and created a database of 28 such verbs, including their natural
perfectives and frequency numbers and examples of use for each unique natural perfective.
Using this data, | intend to analyze prefix variation in occasional verbs and make comparisons to

CSR based on previous research.

Such an approach is not without its weak points. Questions can always be asked about the
representativity of our 28 occasional verbs, as well as about the criteria, according to which
natural perfectives have been identified. Nevertheless, these are among the most common
occasional verbs, and the native speakers were asked not merely to identify natural perfectives
according to the criteria, but also to comment on whether in their opinion the prefix changes,
or should change, the semantic meaning of the verb. Furthermore, | base my research on the
results from a majority of a panel of native speakers, which means that | am likely to avoid
personal idiosyncrasies. It therefore stands to reason that, although the process remains

imperfect, the problems have been overcome in the best possible manner.

** Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)

21



4 Prevalence of Prefix Variation I: Prefix Level
Our first two analysis chapters set out to answer our first research question of whether prefix
variation is more or less common in occasional verbs than in CSR. As you recall from the

introduction, that research question had the following sub-questions:

= What does an analysis of prefix variation on the prefix level indicate?

=  What does an analysis of prefix variation n the verb level indicate?

While the next chapter will focus on the latter of these sub-questions, this chapter will focus on
the former. This, as you might recall, means that we will attempt to answer these questions
specifically:
o Are there differences when it comes to which prefixes each prefix can be in combination
with?

o Are the different combinations of prefixes more common than in CSR?

As mentioned in previous chapters, prefix variation has been very scarcely researched. Janda
and Lyashevskaya's 2011 article is the work that most thoroughly examines prefix variation in
CSR. They coined the term prefix combinations to describe the choice of prefixes made by verbs
that engage in prefix variation. Thus, for example, mapame 'to soil', cited in previous chapters,
selects the prefix combination [sbl-] | [3a-]| [u3-]|[Ha-], since it forms perfective partners with
those prefixes, while epyaums'to load' selects the prefix combination [3a-]|[Ha-] | [no-], and
8A3Hymb 'to get stuck' selects the prefix combination [3a-]|[y-] etc.?® This chapter will briefly
present their analysis of prefix combinations in verbs in CSR, make a similar analysis for

occasional verbs, before comparing the findings of the two analyses.

This chapter will argue that despite a few differences, prefixes in CSR and occasional verbs

appear to behave fairly similarly when it comes to what other prefixes they can be in

* Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
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combination with. Where occasional verbs and CSR appear to behave radically differently,
however, is in how large the average prefix combinations are. Where the largest prefix
combinations in CSR consist of six prefixes, combinations as large as eleven prefixes are
attested in our occasional verbs. Furthermore, a larger percentage of the binary combinations
that exist appears to be more frequent than they are in CSR, and a greater number of verbs
take large prefix combinations. This all indicates that prefix variation might be more common in

occasional verbs than in CSR.

4.1 Prefix Combinations

By examining the behavior of individual prefixes based on the data in the Exploring Emptiness
database, Janda and Lyashevskaya found that c- and 3a- combine with all other prefixes, and
that mo- combines with all prefixes except s6-. A general tendency they observed were that
prefixes that are more involved in the formation of perfective partner verbs are more likely to
engage in prefix variation, both in terms of number of base verbs that engage with the prefix,
and in the number of other prefixes that are found in combination. In other words, frequent
prefixes, as expected, are more frequently attested in prefix variation and tend to combine with
a greater number of other prefixes, though not without exceptions. Bei- engages in prefix
variation nearly twice as often as npo-, although npo- is slightly more frequent. Another
exception is that 83-/803- engage in very little prefix variation compared to its overall
frequency.‘:‘7 They further visualized these tendencies in the following table, retrieved from

their article.

% Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
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Table 1: Prefix variation from the perspective of individual prefixes (CSRSS)

Prefix Total number of Number of base Number of
perfective verbs that use this prefixes this
partners with that prefix in prefix prefix combines
prefix combinations with

no- 414 164 14

c- 277 123 15

sa- 234 115 15

0/06/060- 213 83 13

Ha- 177 81 12

npo- 141 44 12

£hi- 122 87 13

pas- 87 56 13

13- 68 45 12

y- 63 38 13

83/803 57 19 9

om- 54 25 10

npu- 30 I8 11

nepe- 9 7 6

nog- 6 - 5

- 3 3 5

As mentioned above, the overall tendency, observed by Janda and Lyashevskaya, is that the
more frequently a prefix forms natural perfectives, the more frequently it engages in prefix
variation. This tendency continues in our occasional verbs. In fact, as the next chapter will
show, only a single verb among our occasional verbs lacks prefix variation. As a result we have
near total correlation between how often a prefix produces natural perfectives and how often
they engage in prefix variation. The only, and very slight, deviation here is npo-, which forms
natural perfectives in combination with sixteen of our verbs, but 'only' engages in prefix

variation in fifteen of them.

When looking at the list of each unique instance of a prefixed natural perfective in our

occasional verbs (available in appendix B), and counting which other prefixes each individual

*® Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
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prefix combines with, we get the following table of prefix variation as seen from the

perspective of each individual prefix:

Table 2: Prefix variation from the perspective of individual prefixes

Prefix Combines with Ne Ne CSR
B- [83] [Bb1] [3a] [Ha] [0] [oT] [no] [moa] [mpu] [mpo] [pas] [c] [y] 13 5
B3- [8] [Bb1] [3a] [Ha] [o] [oT] [no] [mpo] [pas3] [c] [y] 11 9
Bbl- (8] [3] [3a] [3] [Ha] [o] [oT] [mpo] [pa3] [c] [y] 11 13
3a-  [8] [B3] [Bbl] [u3] [Ha] [0] [oT] [nepe] [mo] [noa] [mpu] [npo] [pas3] [c] [y] 15 15
n3- [8b1] [3a] [0] [Mpo] [c] [y] 6 12
Ha- [8] [3] [Bb1] [33] [0] [0T] [NO] [MoA] [Npw] [mpo] [pas] [c] [y] 13 12
o- [8] [3] [Bbi] [U3] [3a] [Ha] [oT] [mo] [mpo] [pa3] [c] [y] 12 13
oT- (8] [3] [Bbi] [3a] [Ha] [o] [mepe] [no] [moa] [npo] [pas] [c] [y] 13 10

nepe- [3a] [oT1] [npo] 3 6
no- [8] [B3] [3a] [Ha] [o] [oT] [noa] [mpw] [npo] [pas3] [c] [v] 12 14

noa- [8] [3a] [Ha] [oT] [no] [mpw] [mpo] [c] [v] 9 5

npu- [8] [3a] [Ha] [no] [noa] [npo] [c] 7 11

npo-  [8] [B3] [BbI] [3a] [w3] [Ha] [o] [oT] [nepe] [no] [moa] [mpu] [pa3] [c] [y] 15 12

pas- [8] [83] [BbI] [32] [Ha] [0] [oT] [Npo] [pa3] [c] [y] 11 13
c- [8] [B3] [BbI] [33] [W3] [Ha] [0] [oT] [nO] [Noa] [mpu] [npo] [pa3] [y] 14 15
y- [8] [B3] [BbI] [33] [W3] [Ha] [o] [oT] [no] [noA] [mpo] [pas] [c] 13 13

If, in Table 2, we look at the numbers on the right hand side, we see that the overall picture is
one of a fairly high degree of correlation between prefix combinations in CSR and occasional
verbs. There are, however, some surprises when we look at possible prefix combinations. B-,
which in CSR seems somewhat resistant to prefix variation, and combines with a mere five
other prefixes, is in combination with our occasional verbs one of the most flexible prefixes and
combines with thirteen different prefixes (all, except nepe- and u3-). Another prefix that stands

out is mod-, which in our limited database is found to combine with almost twice as many
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prefixes than it does in CSR. In order to comment on these apparent discrepancies, we should

first find out where they are specifically.

4.2 Which Prefix Combinations Are Possible?

As there are 16 perfectivizing prefixes that can combine with each other, mathematically there
are 120 possible binary combinations. Because binary prefix combinations occur not only
isolated, but also in the context of larger prefix combinations, our list of which prefixes combine
with each other is essentially a list of binary prefix combinations - the numbers included in
Table 2 (on the previous page) and Table 3 (on page 28), for both CSR as well as for occasional
verbs, represent an aggregate of the instances where binary prefix combinations occur in

isolation and those where they occur within larger prefix combinations.

Table 3 highlights, for each of the 120 possibly binary prefix combinations, where there is
correlation and where there are discrepancies in the data on verbs in CSR and the data on

occasional verbs.

Worth noting here is that our database consists of a mere 28 verbs, while the nearly fourteen
times larger Exploring Emptiness database includes all the CSR verbs that display prefix
variation - 386 in total. Therefore, we can almost be certain that if our database consisted of
more verbs, we would encounter more prefix combinations. In other words, not all the prefix
combinations that are possible in occasional verbs are present in our limited number of
occasional verbs. This is of course not ideal and as a result we can only confidently comment on
the combinations that we find in our set of verbs that are not present in CSR, while we can only
speculate on why something is attested in CSR that can't be found in our database. It might be
because we don't have a large enough database, or it might be because occasional verbs

behave differently.

Nevertheless, by looking at the Table 3, it is striking that the bright colors, representing

agreement between the databases for CSR and occasional verbs are so prominent, and that the
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darker colors, representing a conflict in the data on CSR and occasional verbs, are for the most
part concentrated in two or three prefixes. Apart from 8- and nod-, mentioned above, many of
the discrepancies are found when looking at the prefix u3z-. 43- is usually present in verbs that in
the corpus are classified as impact and change of state, and are database includes quite a few
such verbs. This might indicate why u3- is less prone to prefix variation, or, in fact,
perfectivizing, in occasional verbs as compared to verbs in CSR, but further research needs to
be conducted before any conclusions can be drawn. Worth mentioning here is that the Church
Slavic u3- belongs to the same radial category as the East Slavic eb/-. It would appear that slang
prefers ebi-, which usually denotes less abstract concepts than u3-.>° These differences also
become clearly visible by looking at Table 3 on the next page, where dark colors indicate
discrepancies between CSR and my occasional verbs. The 8- column in Table 3 is full of dark
green squares that represent combinations attested in my database but not in CSR, while the
u3- column contains many dark red squares, representing combinations that are present in CSR
but not in our limited database of occasional verbs. Apart from those few concentrated dark
spots, the brighter colors indicating agreement between occasional verbs and CSR feature

prominent.

The other obvious discrepancies we see from looking at Table 3 is that the occasional versions
of the prefixes 8- and nod- seem to have much more of a penchant for prefix variation than
their counterparts in CSR. An example of this is in the verb s02unumecs 'to log in', in which s-
combines with 3a-, nod-, npu-, npo- and c-, of which only 3a- and c- are attested to combine
with 8- in CSR. One reason why 8- here is able to combine with prefixes that it doesn't combine
with in CSR could be that individual speakers might interpret noeuHumecs slightly differently,
and/or make analogies to different verbs, already existing in CSR. Modsno02uHumscsa sounds
immediately similar to nookaroyumescsa 'to connect', while npusoHumumecsa reminds us of
npucoeduHumescs 'to join', both of which denote concepts that are similar to the act of logging
in. As 102uHumeocA is by no means unique, this hypothesis will be explored further in the next

chapter.

* Nesset, Endresen, Janda (2011)
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In CSR, thirty-two binary prefix combinations are frequently attested, and another fifty-seven

appear once or twice.* In our database of occasional verbs we also see eighty-nine attested

prefix combinations, but a majority of these occurs more than once. This is quite substantial,

especially when one considers how much smaller our database of occasional verbs is.

Table 3: Prefix combinations
(green colors indicate combinations that are attested in our database, dark colors indicate contradiction with CSR)41

B3-

Bbl-

3a-

n3-

Ha-

oT-
nepe-

no-

Prefix | B- | B3-

Bbl-

3a-

n3-

Ha-

oT-

nepe-

no-

noa-

npu-

npo-

pas-

Color Coding:

Combination attested in both our database and in CSR (concurrence)

Combination attested neither in our database nor in CSR (concurrence likely)

Combination is attested in our database but not in CSR (discord)

Combination not attested in our database, but is attested in CSR

“° Janda, Endresen, Kuznetsova, Lyashevskaya, Makarova, Nesset, Sokolova (2013) p. 146
* Sources: My own database (appendix B) for occasional verbs

and http://emptyprefixes.uit.no/ (obtained 5.4.2014) for verbs in CSR
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4.3 Distribution of Prefix Combinations

If we look at the distribution of the prefix combinations itself, we see that these binary
combinations are by far the most dominant in standardized Russian. This is clearly illustrated in
Figure 3 on the distribution of prefix combinations in CSR, provided in Janda and Lyashevskaya's

article from 2011.
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Two prefixes Three prefixes Four prefixes Five prefixes Six prefixes

Figure 3: Distribution of prefix combinations (CsrR)?

As mentioned above, despite the fact that our database of occasional verbs is fairly limited in
size, a larger portion of the binary prefix combinations occurs more than just once. As Figure 4
demonstrates, a much larger portion of the binary prefix combinations occur in the context of

larger combinations.

* Source: Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
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prefixes prefixes prefixes

Figure 4: Distribution of prefixes (occasional verbs)

Note that there's no drastic decline in type frequency as you increase the size of the prefix
combinations. There are as many verbs that combine with seven prefixes to form natural
perfectives as there are verbs that combine with four. In other words, while binary prefix
combinations are overwhelmingly dominant in CSR, larger prefix combinations are much more
the norm in CSR. This would indicate that prefix variation is more frequent in occasional verbs

than itis in CSR.

A figure showing the prevalence of prefix variation in verbs would look identical to Figure 3,
illustrating the distribution of prefix variation across verbs. If binary prefix combinations are
present in 283 verbs and ternary prefix combinations are present in 75 verbs, as Figure 3 shows,
that means that 283 verbs combine with two prefixes and 75 verbs combine with three
prefixes, etc. Because of this our latter conclusion necessarily also entails that each individual
occasional verb, on average, combines with more perfectivizing prefixes, forming more natural
perfectives than their counterparts in CSR; i.e. they display more prefix variation. The next
chapter, dedicated to prefix variation from the perspective of verbs rather than individual

prefixes, will look at this in greater detail.
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4.4 Conclusions

In this chapter we have examined prefix variation on the level of prefixes. We have seen that
there is a fairly large degree of correlation in prefixes' ability to occur in combination with other
prefixes, though the occasional 8- and, to a lesser extent, nod- seem capable of combining with
a much larger number of other prefixes than they do in CSR. A reason for this might be, as will
be explored much more thoroughly in the next chapter, that different speakers interpret
occasional verbs somewhat differently. There are also indications that u3- is less likely to

engage in prefix variation in occasional verbs than in CSR.

We see that binary prefix combinations appear to be more frequent in our occasional verbs,
even displaying higher frequency in our group of 27 verbs than in all the verbs in CSR combined.
Furthermore, large prefix combinations appear to be larger in size in occasional verbs, as well as
more frequent than in CSR. This all points in the direction of prefix variation being a more

frequent phenomenon in CSR than in occasional verbs.

The latter point also necessarily entails that each individual occasional verb on average
combines with more prefixes when forming natural perfectives than do verbs in CSR. This will
be examined more closely when we continue our analysis of the prevalence of prefix variation

by looking at it from the perspective of verbs.
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5 Prevalence of Prefix Variation II: Verb Level
As you recall, this chapter will look into the question of what prefix variation as seen from the
perspective of verbs indicate about the prevalence of prefix variation and, specifically, whether

occasional verbs form more prefixed aspectual pairs than verbs in CSR do.

We are therefore continuing our analysis of the prevalence of prefix variation in occasional
verbs, but this time we will examine the phenomenon on the level of individual verbs. As we
saw at the end of the previous chapter, FiguresFigure 3 and Figure 4 show not only the
distribution of prefix combinations, but also the prevalence of prefix variation in verbs. This
chapter will therefore start out by picking up this thread and examine more closely the
prevalence of prefix variation in our CSR and occasional verbs, before discussing what this

entails.

We will also discuss what the reasons behind this apparent prevalence of prefix variation in
occasional verbs might be by looking into the semantics of these occasional verbs, partly also by
picking up the thread, briefly touched upon in the previous chapter, of individual

interpretations of occasional verbs.

We conclude in this chapter that prefix variation is much more frequent in occasional verbs
than in CSR, with the exception of verbs that in Vendler's terms would be classified as activities.
| suggest that reasons for this could be that occasional verbs, as a result of being less decisively
consolidated units in the language, have more general semantics that is more open to
interpretation as a result. According to the Overlap Hypothesis, the speaker will, when
producing a natural perfective, pick a prefix with a semantic meaning that corresponds to
his/her own individual interpretation of the verb in question. Speakers might draw comparisons
to verbs, previously existing in CSR, with a similar meaning, and pick different prefixes

depending on which verb an analogy is being made to.
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5.1 Prefix Variation in CSR Verbs

Janda & Lyashevskaya (2011) used data from the Exploring Emptiness database, described in
detail in previous chapters, when carrying out their analysis of prefix variation in CSR. They
found that 1,040 verbs (73%) form natural perfectives with only one prefix, whereas 386 base
verbs select between two to six prefixes to form perfective partners. Recall from the
introduction that a verb is defined as displaying prefix variation whenever it can combine with
more than one prefix to produce natural perfectives. The former 1,040 verbs are thus
considered to display no prefix variation, whereas the latter 386 do. They also find that all the
sixteen prefixes that form natural perfectives are present in at least three of the 386 verbs that

show prefix variation, and that all sixteen prefixes combine with at least five other prefixes.

In other words, 27% of the verbs that form natural perfectives via prefixation, and all prefixes
do to a certain extent engage in prefix variation.** Janda & Lyashevskaya (2011) found, that of
the 386 verbs that display prefix variation, 283 take two prefixes, whereas the remaining 103
take more. Among the 27% of the simplex base imperfective verbs that do display prefix
variation, those with only two or three natural perfectives are by far the most frequent.44 This,
is also illustrated in 'Figure 3: Distribution of prefix combinations (CSR)' at the end of the

previous chapter, as well as in the dark columns in Figure 5 on page 35.

In many cases, the different natural perfectives of the same base imperfective can be used
interchangeably. In CSR, the verb Hemems, 'to grow dumb’, for instance, takes the prefixes 3a-
and o- to produce natural prefixes that, in many contexts, display free variation, though with a

couple of exceptions, as shown in examples (1) and (2).

(1) Pyka 3aHemena
[hand grew-dumb-PFV]

() can't move my hand

* Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
* http://emptyprefixes.uit.no/ (obtained 5.22.2013)
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(2) A oHemen oT cTpaxa

[l grew dumb-PFV from fear-GEN]

| became frozen with fear.

The prefix 3a- here indicates a physical inability to move, whereas o- refers to a psychological

state with a physical dimension.*

5.2 Comparison of CSR and Occasional Verbs

By examining the corresponding data for our occasional verbs, we see a radically different

picture. An overwhelming majority of the simplex occasional verbs | have looked at can occur in

both the perfective and imperfective aspect. This is not surprising, as it is very common for new

verb acquisitions in Russian to function as both perfective and imperfective until a perfective is

formed that takes over*®. An example of this is the biaspectual opeaHuzosame'to organize',

which can behave either as an imperfective or as a perfective based on the context.

Table 4: Prefix Variation in CSR and Occasional Verbs - Raw Numbers

Combines with CSR

(No. of prefixes) (No. of verbs)

1 prefix 1040
2 prefixes 283
3 prefixes 75
4 prefixes 21
5 prefixes 4
6 prefixes 3
7 prefixes 0
11 prefixes 0

* Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
*® Janda (2007a)

Occasional

1

w W w N OO U

(No. of verbs)
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As Table 4 shows, our database of occasional
verbs contains only one verb, wnpexams 'to
speak’, that completely lacks prefix variation
as it only forms a single natural perfective -
npownpexame. This verb is therefore
analogous to the 1040 (73%) of verbs in the
Exploring Emptiness database that only have
one prefixed aspectual partner. The
remaining 27 verbs in our database do

display prefix variation.



By looking at these remaining 27 verbs, the general picture we get is one of prefix variation
being decisively more frequent in occasional verbs than in CSR verbs with prefixed natural
perfectives, as visualized in Table 4 and Figure 5. All but one of our occasional verbs have

prefixed natural perfectives, and almost all of our occasional verbs display prefix variation.

Prefix variation in CSR and Occasional Verbs (%):

80
70
60
50
40
30

20
3
0 |

) ) ) . ) ) ' 11

1 prefix | 2 prefixes | 3 prefixes | 4 prefixes | 5 prefixes | 6 prefixes | 7 prefixes prefixes
HCSR 73 20 5 1 0.3 0.2 0 0
Occasional 4 28 20 8 12 12 12 4

Figure 5: Prefix Variation in CSR and Occasional Verbs (%)

Figure 5, which shows in percentage what Table 4 shows in raw numbers, clearly illustrates that
prefixed natural perfectives are more common in occasional verbs than in CSR verbs. In
standardized Russian, we see a clear drop from each category to the next, and only a tiny
minority takes five or six prefixes. In our occasional verbs, the picture is quite different. While
two and three prefixes still make up the two largest categories, they only account for about half
the verbs, which means the other half has four or more prefixed aspectual partners. One of our
occasional verbs, eyesiume, takes a whopping eleven prefixes, while only a single verb,

wnpexams, displays no prefix variation.

5.3 More General Semantics in Occasional Verbs?

This portion of the chapter will attempt to answer the research question of what the causes of
the differences between CSR and occasional verbs might be. One plausible explanation for why
prefix variation appears to be so much more prevalent in occasional verbs can be found by
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looking to the Overlap Hypothesis, mentioned in the introduction. According to this hypothesis,
prefixes always carry meaning and can produce natural perfectives only with those verbs whose
meaning overlaps with that of the prefix.47 As occasional verbs have yet to be consolidated in
the language, these verbs seem to have much vaguer semantics and are used to refer to a
variety of different, though metaphorically or metonymically related, actions. They will
therefore combine with different prefixes, depending on how they have been interpreted in

each individual occurrence.

Two verbs that stand out in this regard are ¢psiydume and eyeaume. These combine with all
sixteen prefixes to create perfectives of different sorts, something which usually is
characteristic only of verbs of motion.*® This can be explained by the fact that metaphor seem
to be widely present in both of these verbs. Examples (3)-(7) demonstrate this in the case of

¢nyoume.

(3) Boaxy nbém, rnaBHoe He nepepnyauTb
[Vodka-ACC we drink main not to over-¢s1youmeo-PFV]

Vodka we drink! The most important thing is not overdoing it.

Here we see ¢17ydume in the meaning of drinking in abundance. It can therefore logically
combine with nepe-, which often denotes excessiveness,* forming the specialized perfective

nepegaydume 'to drink too much'.

(4) 3adnygunu cant BCAKMMM peLenTamm
[flooded-PFV site-ACC all kinds recopies-INSTR]

They’ve flooded the site with all kinds of recipes.

4 Janda, Endresen, Kuznetsova, Lyashevskaya, Makarova, Nesset, Sokolova (2013)
®1'm grateful to Dr. Svetlana Sokolova for pointing this out to me.
9 Janda, Endresen, Kuznetsova, Lyashevskaya, Makarova, Nesset, Sokolova (2013) p.67
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(5) Korpa Bbl ycnenn HadpayauTb CTONbKO COOBLEHN
[when you managed to write-PFV that many messages-GEN]

How did you manage to write that many messages?

In these examples, ¢paiyoume has been reinterpreted to denote the act of writing a lot.

(6) Hapoa, a CKONbKO HaZo OTPAYAUTD, YTOObLI BOMTM B rpynny Ayylne Urpoknu???
[people how much necessary to play-PFV in order to enter-PFV to group-ACC best players]
Guys, how much do you have to play in order to be included as one of the best players?
(7) obasaTenbHo pachnygutb ee no scem YepHbim Cnnckam
[without fail disseminate her along all blacklists-DAT]

We definitely have to place her on all the blacklists.

Again we see completely different meanings of ¢paydums. The verb has taken on the meaning

of playing a lot in example (6), and disseminating something to many places in example (7).

These examples of the usage of ¢paiydume clearly demonstrate the multitude of interpretations
possible for this verb - it can mean anything from writing, playing to drinking. All these usages
seem to be metaphorically related to the English verb ‘flood’. When something gets flooded,
you have too much water. In much the same way, although the water is often substituted by
metaphore, ®aydumes appears to be associated with doing something in abundance, whether

it’s drinking vodka or playing a computer game.

Different speakers might also draw comparisons to different verbs in CSR that are similar,
thereby opting for different prefixes depending on which already existing verb they make
analogies to. Examples of this are very numerous in our occasional verbs. The verb,
KoHHekmumescsA 'to connect' frequently takes the prefixes 3a-, c-, npu- and noo- to form natural
perfectives. It's natural to assume that the speaker uttering npukoHHekmumeocs has interpreted

the base verb as analogous to npucoeduHumscs 'to join'/'to connect', whereas the speaker
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uttering nookoHHekmumsca made a similar comparison to the CSR verb nodkawoyumecs 'to

connect', and so on.

The verb eyenume seems to take this to the extreme. This verb most frequently combines with
the prefix no-, which often produces a complex act perfective. Moay2numes seems to draw clear
analogies to nouckame ‘to search (for a while)’ and is used in the sense ‘to search on Google for
a while’. The most striking, however, is how eyenume combines with a whopping 11 prefixes to
make natural perfectives. Of these, the most frequent is Haeyenume, which clearly focuses on
finding information, thereby seemingly drawing analogies to Halimu ‘to find’. This difference is

clearly shown in examples (8)-(9):

(8) A Byepa HeMHOKKO noryrann GMAbLMOB, NOTOM NET cnaTb
[l yesterday a little googled-PFV films-GEN then lay-PFV to sleep]
Yesterdays | googled movies for a while, and then | went to sleep.
(9) A Haryraun o Hem NOOONbITHYIO CTaTbiO Ha canTe
[l googled-PFV about him-LOC interesting article-ACC]

| found an interesting article on him on Google.

A natural perfective like s2y2nume might be the result of interpreting eyesume as the process of
typing your search into the search field, since s- carries the meaning ‘into’.”® Different speakers
interpret the base imperfective differently; they opt for the prefixes that are most compatible
with their interpretation. As a result, occasional verbs combine with a greater variety of

prefixes.

So far, eyenums and ¢gpaydume have shown us how differently these occasional verbs can be
interpreted by different speakers. Now we will see what this means in terms of the many
different prefixes they can combine with in forming natural perfectives specifically. | have

chosen KoHHekmumecs 'to connect' as an example in this regard, which is definitely in the

*% http://emptyprefixes.uit.no/v_eng.htm (obtained 6.1.2013)
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upper end on the scale of how many natural perfectives it forms. Some of them are provided in

examples (10) thru (13).

(10) B ACbKy BKOHHEKTUTbCA He Mory
[to ICQ-ACC to connect-PFV not | can-IMPFV]
| can’t connect to ICQ
(11) TOEeCTb TyZ,a MOXKHO HAKOHHEKTUTbCA KaK B CKaline u pa3roBapmeaTb
[that is there possible to connect-PFV as in skype-LOC and to converse-IMPFV]
That’s to say you can connect to it, like you would to skype, and chat?
(12) He MOry NOAKOHHEKTUTbCA K cepBepy B Yacbl MNK
[not | can-IMPFV to connect-PFV to server-DAT in hours peak]
| can’t connect to the server during rush hours
(13) KaK MPUKOHHEKTUTbCA K 3TOMY cepBepy?
[how to connect-PFV to this server?]

How do | connect to this server?

Different interpretations are clearly the reason for the different choices in prefix here. In
Example (10), the speaker is clearly making a comparison between connecting to ICQ and to
entering ICQ, whereas in Example (13), an analogy seems to be made between connecting to a
server and joining a server. The prefix nod-, chosen in Example (12), is the same as the prefix of
the CSR verb nodknwovyumecs 'to connect'. This might indicate that an analogy has been made to

that CSR verb, thereby resulting in nod- getting chosen.

5.4 Analogies to Lexical Equivalents in CSR

Further support for the hypothesis that we see more prefix variation in occasional verbs
because of their extended semantics can be found by breaking our verbs up into two groups.
There are a few among our occasional verbs that appear to have one, and only one, obvious

semantic counterpart in CSR that forms natural perfectives by prefixation and to which the
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speaker can make analogies. If we extract data on these verbs from the Exploring Emptiness

database and Appendix A, and compare the two, we get a diagram as in Figure 6.
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Figure 6: Prefix Variation in Verb Equivalents

The first three of the occasional verbs included in Figure 6 describe actions that are classified as
activities in Vendler's terms, they have no natural result.>* An observation that can be made
straight away is that in these verbs, we see near full concordance between prefix variation in
occasional verbs and in their counterparts in CSR (cf. Figure 6.).°> There are very few contexts
where these would logically need a natural perfective, thus they take fewer prefixes, both in
CSR and in internet jargon, and therefore behave more similarly to each other than our

remaining counterpart pairs.53

*! Vendler (1957)

> The only difference seems to be that npoezamamecs is interpreted more along the lines of npopabomame and
npownpexams, and not like npouzpams ‘to lose’.

>* Note that although, according to the Exploring Emptiness database, pa6oTtaTtb ‘to work’ only has one natural
prefix in cpaboTaTh, all native speakers identified constructions as given in Examples (i) and (ii) as natural
perfectives.

i paboTaTh ABe Heaenu

[to work-IMPFV two weeks]
ii. paboTaTb foro

[to work-IMPFV long]

oTpaboTaTb ABe Heaenu
[to work-PFV two weeks]
npopaboTatb 40Ar0

[to work-PFV long]
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The latter three of the verbs included in Figure 6 are classified as achievement verbs in
Vendler's terms, as they have an endpoint and occur instantaneously.54 They do display more
prefix variation than their CSR counterparts. Nevertheless, even these verbs appear to display
less prefix variation than our remaining occasional verbs. We see that only one verb included in
Figure 6 is among the half that produces natural perfectives with five or more prefixes; cf.
Figure 5. This might be because when the speaker has an analogy to a CSR verb readily
available, s/he is less likely to come up with an individual interpretation of the verb. This further
supports our observation that the greater the opportunity there is for individual interpretation,

the greater the likelihood of prefix variation.

The glaring exception here is the prefix variation in kommerHmume. The verb is not only identical
in meaning to kommeHmuposame, it is also very similar in form. Of all the verbs examined in
this thesis, one would assume kommeHmumes to be among those in which the availability of
analogy is the greatest. Still it combines with seven prefixes to yield natural perfectives.
Furthermore, kommeHmuposams forms an aspectual pair with the prefix npo-, whereas with
KoMMeHmume om- occurs five times more frequently than npo-.>> At face value this looks like a

blatant contradiction of our suppositions.

Upon closer inspection, however, we can observe clear signs of individual interpretation even in
a word like kommenmume. When 3a- is chosen, for instance, the verb might have been
interpreted as an impact verb, whereas npo- and noo- suggest that it has been interpreted as
verbs of speech. The Russian National Corpus classifies verbs that have a physical impact on

something as impact verbs.

The same is true in the case of rosoputb-nporosopuTb, analogous to Example (ii). These constructions are
therefore included in the diagram shown in Figure 6.

**Vendler (1957)

>> 03egova and Svedova (1993),
http://emptyprefixes.uit.no/result_eng.php?verbbox=on&verb=kommeHTnpoBaTb&aspect=%25&prefixbox=on&pr
efix=%25&variation=0&mclass=&sclass=%25&freqg=&meaning=&source=%25 (obtained 6.2.2013).
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5.5 Conclusion

In this chapter, we have seen that of the 28 verbs in our database, all combine with prefixes to
form natural perfectives, and all but a single verb has more than one prefixed perfective
partner. Our occasional verbs display prefix variation to a much greater extent than is the norm
in CSR. l'yanume, for instance, produces natural perfectives with 11 different prefixes, almost
twice as many as the highest number attested in CSR, which is six. This, combined with the
related tendency, observed in the previous chapter, that prefix combinations in occasional
verbs are more frequent, more numerous and larger than they are in CSR, we conclude that

prefix variation seems to be much more prevalent in occasional verbs.

Our hypothesis for why prefix variation is more prevalent in occasional verbs is twofold. Firstly,
it would appear that occasional verbs, being less frequent and less consolidated items in
Russian, offer the speaker uttering them greater opportunity for individual interpretation.
According to the Overlap Hypothesis, the speaker will then choose the prefix that has the most
semantic overlap with his individual interpretation of the verb, thereby resulting in different
speakers opting for different prefixes depending on their respective interpretations. The other
side of the coin is that there are often verbs in CSR that are similar in meaning to a specific
occasional verb, and the speaker is influenced by the comparisons he makes to CSR in his choice
of prefixes. In many instances, different speakers might draw analogies to different pre-existing

verbs.

Verbs that in Vendler's terms should be labeled activity verbs, verbs with no logical conclusion,
display less prefix variation and show much more conformity to their CSR equivalents than the
other types of verbs in our database. The absence of a result is poorly compatible with the

concept of natural perfectives.
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6 Prefix Productivity
This chapter will examine which prefixes get chosen, and why, when verbs set out to form
natural perfectives. The relevant research question is, as you recall from the introduction, as

follows:

- Do occasional verbs take the same prefixes as their CSR counterparts? If not, why?

In CSR, no-, c- and 3a-, in that order, are considered the most productive.56 These three prefixes
are also the most frequent prefixes in the Exploring Emptiness database, which makes sense,
considering productivity in linguistics has often been a term interchangeable with high type
frequency. Productivity is in linguistics a somewhat problematic term that is often used
differently by different linguists. Still, productivity is usually defined as the ability of a language
unit to act as a template in the word formation of other language units.>’ Productivity has in
other words to do with extensibility, the ability of a feature in the language to spread to new or
existing units in that language. This characteristic is also reflected as a speaker's ability to
understand and produce words s/he has not encountered previously.”® With such an
interpretation, productivity can be defined as a function of type frequency and coherence, i.e.
internal consistency. According to Barddal, there is an inverse relation between the two: For a
category that is high in type frequency, only a low degree of internal consistency is needed for
the category to be extended and vice versa. The most regular patterns in a language are usually
also the most general. The more regular a pattern is, or the more general it is, the higher the

likelihood of it being extended to new items in the language.”®

Dickey (2007) concluded that no- and 3a- are the most productive prefixes in CSR, that they are,

in fact, on their way to becoming default perfectivizing prefixes, and therefore more

*® Sokolova (2009), taziriski (2008)
*7 Svedova (1980): §200

*% Sokolova (2009)

>° Barddal (2006)
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semantically diffuse. This point has also been reiterated by Janda and Lyashevskaya.®® On the

basis of this, we would expect to see no- and c- as the prefixes most frequently extended to the
occasional verbs examined in this thesis, although we also expect verbs to often take the same
prefix as logical CSR counterpart verbs. This chapter will examine whether the data can confirm

these predictions.

This chapter arrives at three findings, one of which is surprising. Having looked at occasional
verbs with obvious counterparts in CSR, we find that they usually form at least one of their
natural perfectives with the prefix the counterpart combines with to form its natural perfective.
When it comes to our occasional verbs that denote actions without a logical conclusion,
Vendler's so-called activity verbs, we find that they on the whole have few prefixed natural
perfectives, i.e. display little prefix variation. They thereby constitute the category of occasional

verbs that in their behavior are the most similar to CSR.

The major, surprising finding of this chapter is made in regard to the productivity of 3a-, which
in all our occasional verbs, with the exception of activity verbs, but regardless of the availability
of an easy analogy to a verb in CSR, appears to be absolutely dominant. Both type and token

frequency indicate that 3a- produces natural perfectives way more often than any other prefix.

6.1 Loyalty to CSR Counterparts

One of the conclusions in the previous chapters was that the speaker, when uttering an
occasional verb with a clear analogy in CSR, is less likely to form his/her own interpretation and
therefore more predictable in his choice of prefix than s/he would be when uttering an
occasional verb with no such obvious analogy. Hence the former category of occasional verbs
displays- less prefix variation than the latter. This conclusion alludes to one of the factors

influencing a speaker in his specific choice of prefix, namely said analogies to CSR.

% Janda, Lyashevskaya (2011)
Dickey (2007)
Dickey (2008)
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As mentioned in the previous chapter, with the exception of 3a- being massively more
predominant, our occasional verbs that have unique CSR counterparts do to a large degree

show conformity to these in their choice of prefixes.

Another similar group consists of those verbs that are defined by pointing to a verb in CSR, but
the results yielded by Yandex show obvious analogies to other verbs as well. 3unosams is one
such instance. It is usually defined through nakosame 'to pack’, which takes prefixes y- and 3a-.
But the fact that sunosame predominantly refers to the process of compressing computer files
means one could easily draw analogies to other CSR verbs such as cxcumame ‘compress’/
’squeeze’ (both imperfective and perfective already contain c¢-) or npeccosame (takes prefixes
c- and om-).** This might explain why 3unoeame also combines with these prefixes in forming
natural perfectives. It could therefore be argued that this verb does take the same prefixes as
the several analogous verbs in CSR. In much the same way, a word like 102uHUMBbCA can be

compared both to exodume ‘to enter’ and to nodkaoyamesca ‘to connect’, and so on. A third

" related category of verbs
10 - where both the imperfective
g | and the natural perfective
6 - contain a certain prefix, such as
4 - nodKn4yameca 'to connect-
2 - IMPFV' - nodKknwo4yumescsa 'to
0 - - -: connect-PFV', also seems to
Prefix of Counterparts Forms Prefix of Counterparts Does Not
Natural Perfective Form Natural Perfective conform to this picture. Taken

) ) together, we see a picture as
Figure 7: Loyalty to Counterparts' Choices
illustrated in Figure 7, where a
vast majority of the verbs elect to form natural perfectives with the same prefix as their

counterpart verbs in CSR.

® Compare English: ‘to zip a computer file’, ‘to compress a computer file’ and ‘to pack a computer file’.
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These verbs, however, all engage in prefix variation, and despite this clear tendency to form
natural perfectives with the same prefix as the prefix of the counterpart, we see that the most
frequent prefix in natural perfectives is very rarely the prefix chosen by their semantic

counterpart(s) in CSR, as is

12 illustrated Figure 8.
10
3 Furthermore, it is not the
6 prefixes no- and c-, considered
4
5 :- to be evolving into the default
0 - . perfectivizing prefixes that are
Verbs, in which Prefix of CSR Verbs, in which Prefix of CSR ¢
Counterpart is Most Frequent Counterpart is not Most the most common. In fact, we
Frequent see, both in the verbs where
Figure 8: Most Frequent Prefixes the most frequent prefix is the

same as that of the analogous
verb CSR, as well as in those where the most frequent prefix is different, that there seems to be

a clear dominance of the prefix 3a-.

This dominance of 3a- appears not to be limited to verbs with counterparts in CSR, but rather
seems to be a general trend in our group of occasional verbs. The next two sections of this

chapter are dedicated to the further exploration of this tendency.

6.2 The Dominance of 3a-: Token Frequency

The dominance the prefix 3a- apparently exerts in the formation of perfective partners in
occasional verbs is a slow realization. Figure 9 illustrates in raw numbers how often each prefix
combines with verbs to form perfectives of all kinds. Although 3a- has a slight lead and is the
only prefix that is attested in all verbs in our database, there is no massive predominance to
speak of; we see rather that the distribution here is fairly even. When looking at the different
kinds of perfectives, mentioned in earlier chapters, together, it appears that most prefixes are

more or less equally capable of forming them.
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Distribution of Perfectives across Prefixes
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Figure 9: Distribution of Perfectives across Prefixes

Three prefixes, 83-, 8bl- and u3-, however, are attested markedly less often in our database than

the remaining thirteen. Whether or not this is a general trend in occasional verbs is an

interesting topic for further study, though beyond the scope of this thesis. As this thesis focuses

on prefix variation, and this chapter on prefix productivity in prefix variation, the most

interesting thing for us to examine is how often each individual prefix combines with verbs to

produce natural perfectives. This is illustrated in raw numbers in Figure 10.

Distribution of Natural Perfectives across
Prefixes (Occasional verbs)
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Figure 10: Distribution of Natural Perfectives across Prefixes
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We see that instead of no- and c- being the most frequent, as predicted by previous
researchers, 3a- is by far the most frequent prefix, attested twice as often as c- and three times
as often as no-. In our group of occasional verbs, all but four verbs combine with 3a- in forming
a natural perfective. Three of those four are apbaiimams, camamecs and wnpexams, which, as
you recall from the previous chapter, are the three verbs in our database that stand out
somewhat as they describe actions without any logical conclusion; so called activities in
Vendler's terms.®? The last word in this group of four is 6akcums, which is one of the most
infrequent words in our database®. Although the Yandex search for 3a6akcume didn't yield any
natural usage that was determined as natural perfectives by my informants, it did yield a link to
an online dictionary of slang terms that listed 6akcume - 3a6akcume as an aspectual pair. The
overall picture is that 3a- forms natural perfectives in twenty-four (twenty-five if you count the
slang dictionary entry of 3a6akcums) of the twenty-five occasional verbs in our database that

describes actions with a logical conclusion - much more than any other prefix.
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Figure 11: Distribution of Perfectives across prefixes64

As Figure 11 shows, in CSR the picture is quite different. There, 3a- is more 'one of the crowd’,
with no-, and to a certain extent c-, being the clear leaders, the former producing nearly twice

as many natural perfectives as 3a-.

®2 Vendler (1957)
% see Appendix A
64 Janda, Endresen, Kuznetsova, Lyashevskaya, Makarova, Nesset, Sokolova (2013) p.15, p.143
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6.3 The dominance of 3a-: Type Frequency

This section will concentrate on what type frequency can tell us about the dominance of 3a-.
Central to our analysis here will be the examination of the type frequency of each individual
natural perfective involved in verbs that engage in prefix variation. In other words, when a verb
like natikame 'to like' forms the aspectual partners 3asalikame, omnailikame, nonatikame and
nponatikamse, which of these has the highest type frequency? In the instance of natikame, we
see that a Yandex search for 3anailikame yields 186 000 results, which is by far the most. The
runner up, nosaiikame, analogous to the CSR equivalent aspectual pair Hpasumecs 'to like-
IMPFV' - noHpasumesca 'to like-PFV', yields a mere 6000 hits. lponaiikame gives 4000 hits while
omnatikame returns a mere 2000 hits. In this case, 3a- is therefore the prefix that seems to

dominate when speakers form aspectual pairs.

Figure 12 represents the results found after having looked at the frequencies of each natural
perfective for all verbs in our database and counted how often each prefix represents the most

popular option for forming a natural perfective.

2 No. of Verbs in which a Given Prefix is Most
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Figure 12: No. of Verbs in which a Given Prefix is Most Frequent

Once again, despite the massive presence of prefix variation in creating the natural perfectives

in occasional verbs, we see that overwhelmingly, 3a- is the most popular way of doing so. 3a- is
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usually also the most popular by a considerable margin, as is the case with salikame, used in

the example above.

The reason | have chosen to present type frequency in this, somewhat unorthodox, manner is,
if we recall from the methodology chapter, the problems related to the frequencies listed in
online search engines. Although it is obvious that 3asaiikame with 186 000 results is more
frequent than nosnalikame with its 6 000 results, the actual ratio will have to be taken with a
pinch of salt as search engines will often list the same result several times, etc. Worth
mentioning though, is that the figures presented in Figure 12 would display an even greater
predominance of 3a- if type frequency were shown directly, as can be inferred from the data

included in Appendix A.

6.4 The Dominance of 3a-: Causes

As we have seen, both type and token frequency offer overwhelming and coinciding testimony
of the massive dominance of 3a- as the default perfectivizing prefix in occasional verbs. Because
the results of these two analyses are so uniform, | will refrain from touching upon the ongoing
debate about whether type frequency or token frequency is more representative and
indicative, and simply conclude that 3a- appears to be absolutely dominant in forming natural

perfectives in occasional verbs.

In order to explore the reasons for this apparent dominance of 3a-, we must explore the
semantic characteristics of the prefix. Much has been written on 3a- as it has traditionally been
a very popular topic in linguistic studies.®® So what are the meanings of 3a-? 3a- is
characterized by several different features, it can focus on the finishing of an action, producing
resultatives, as in pezamo - 3ape3ams, while at the same time being one of the most popular
means of forming inchoative verbs, that point to the beginning of an action (3amockosames 'to

start to miss').%°

% See also: Vinogradov (1947), Svedova (1980), Janda (1985), Sokolova (2009)
66
Sokolova (2009)
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As Laura Janda has shown, despite the prefix 3a-'s many subvalues, its semantic structure is
characterized by an inner unity that can be presented in the following way: Cognitive space is
divided into two parts, the inner domain, or landmark, and the outer extradomain. The moving
object, the trajector, begins its movement within the landmark, crosses its border, and finds

itself in the extradomain.®” This base configuration, or image schema, has six undercategories:

Deviation (3alimu eé maza3uH - 'to stop by the store')

Fixation (3ape2ucmpuposames cripasky - 'to register the inquiry'
Change of state (3aconume ozypyebi -'to salt the cucumbers')
Excessiveness (3axeaaume - 'to brag too much')

Inchoation (3azoeopumes - 'to begin to talk')

SN L S o

Exchange (3apa6omame, 3acayxums - 'to earn' 'to deserve')®®

In cases, when the trajector is not a dot, but a larger body, superimposed on the domain, we
are dealing with the second characteristic - coverage. This, in turn, can be the subject of a
metaphoric transfer, as in the case of 3aeaywume 'to muffle'. We therefore see that it is the

spatial meaning of -3a that is central.*’

As Sokolova argues in her 2009 article, the productivity of 3a- appears to be connected with
two of its subvalues: 1) the idea of crossing a boundary, entailing the concepts of fixation and
inchoativity, and 2) subvalues that correspond to the semantic values cover and damage. These
values are taken together, as they both envelop the concept of the complete coverage of the

trajector, so it gets broken or ruined, as in examples (14) and (15).

%’ Janda (1985) pp. 27-29
% Sokolova (2009)
% Sokolova (2009)
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(14) 3anunTb CKaTEPTb BUHOM
'to spill wine on the tablecloth'
(15) 3anATHATb YecTb

'to ruin somebody's reputation’

The first set of subvalues, described in the paragraph above, explains how 3a- can function as
an inchoative prefix. The second set, that is more interesting to us, focuses less on the actual
object itself, but more on the impact on said object, the category that in RG-80 is defined as
aktionsart (UHMeHcuBHO-pe3yAbmamueHs.lli cnocob deticmsue).”® This harmonizes well with

the completeness encoded in the perfective aspect.

Slang, jargon and, as an upshot, occasional verbs, seem to have a penchant for describing
actions that are efficient and expedient. Sokolova speculates that this is the reason why we see
an expansion of 3a- in youth and professional slang, where forms such as 3ayeHumes 'to
appreciate', 3acmompems 'to watch/see' and 3amecmuposams 'to test' are attested as natural

perfectives, instead of the expected oyeHums, nocmompems and npomecmupoeamb.71

The massive dominance of 3a- as the perfectivizing prefix in our database of occasional verbs
can most likely be seen as a part of the same process. As our occasional verbs represent very
recent acquisitions by the Russian language, they are probably indicative of what is taking place

at the forefront of this process.

6.5 The Dominance of 3a-: Implications
What are the implications of this surprising dominance of 3a-? At first glance, it would obviously
seem as if Dickey, Janda and Lyashevskaya are completely mistaken in their analysis, when they

conclude that no- and 3a- are becoming the default perfectivizing prefixes. This part is

7% Svedova (1980) §1434
"t sokolova (2009)
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overwhelmingly being played by 3a- in our verbs, and Sokolova has, as mentioned above, found
indications of 3a- spreading as a natural perfectivizer in CSR as well. But this is only one of the
possible interpretations of the implications of 3a-, an interpretation we could call the Conflict
Hypothesis, since there appears to be a conflict between the findings of this thesis and those of

previous researchers.

| will, however, also present two other possibilities, that | will call the Diachronic Hypothesis and
the Socio-Linguistic Hypothesis. Support for the second, diachronic, hypothesis can be found by
looking more closely at the differences in our data. Previous researchers, such as Dickey, Janda
and Lyashevskaya, when concluding that no- and c- are becoming the default perfectivizing
prefixes, looked at examples from the Russian Natural Corpus, mostly at verbs old and well
established. It is possible that the findings of these researchers are more descriptive of
processes that are somewhat older, i.e. took place in the 20th century, while our verbs are
indicative of what is going on right now, in the 21st century. 3a- might in other words be taking

over as the default perfectivizing prefix, a role that was earlier played by no- and c-.

The last, socio-linguistic, hypothesis states that this is not a process that will continue spreading
to an ever greater number of verbs in standard Russian, but rather remain within the realm of
occasional verbs. As discussed above, it would seem that 3a- possesses characteristics that are
particularly suitable for slang. It might, therefore, be the case that 3a- is particularly productive
in these, and that this tendency might continue without spreading to standardized language.
The limits to the spread of 3a- might also come from elsewhere than the characteristics of 3a-
itself. Another possible limitation to the spread of 3a- are the numerous purists that dominate
educated Russian society. Although Russian, like any other language, continue to undergo
continuous language change, these purists have proven quite adept at influencing this and
erasing regional differences. The question of whether or not this dominance of 3a- is the
beginning of a tendency that will take over in future standardized Russian is therefore an open

one. Worth pointing out is that this Socio-Linguistic Hypothesis is not contradictory to
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Sokolova's findings that the usage of 3a- is spreading across verbs within CSR, as her examples

are also taken from the internet, and CSR vocabulary is of course also present in slang speech.

It is noteworthy that the Diachronic and Socio-Linguistic Hypotheses do not necessarily stand in
contradiction with each other. It could be that the dominance of 3a- is a twenty-first century
phenomenon that will remain limited to occasional verbs. Further exploration of these

hypotheses would be an interesting topic for further research.

6.6 Conclusion

In this chapter we have been surprised to see that, despite 3a- only being considered the third
most productive prefix in CSR, both type and token frequency indicate that it is becoming the
go-to prefix when occasional verbs produce natural perfectives. In our occasional verbs, it
produces natural perfectives in all but one of the achievement verbs, and in the verbs with
prefix variation, the natural perfectives in combination with 3a- are in a vast majority of

instances the most frequent, usually also by a large margin.

Among the many semantic characteristics of 3a- is its focus on completedness as well as the
impact an action has on the object. 3a- is very adept at denoting actions that are efficient and
expedient. Sokolova has in her articles speculated that, because slang seems to have a partiality

towards such qualities, 3a- is an often used perfectivizing prefix in modern Russian slang.
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7 Conclusions

The aim of this thesis has been to explore the previously uncharted area of prefix variation in
occasional verbs. This has been done by making a comparison between prefix variation in
occasional verbs and in CSR. As you recall from the introduction, the research questions that we

have ventured to answer are:

- Is prefix variation more or less common in occasional verbs than in CSR?

o What does an analysis of prefix variation on the prefix level indicate?

= Are there differences when it comes to which prefixes each prefix can be
in combination with?

= Are the different combinations of prefixes more common than in CSR?

o What does an analysis of prefix variation on the verb level indicate?
= Do occasional verbs form more prefixed aspectual pairs?

o What might cause potential differences between CSR and occasional verbs?

- Do occasional verbs take the same prefixes as their CSR counterparts? If not, why?

Prefix variation in CSR is a topic that, though scarcely researched, has already been explored by
others. Especially Janda and Lyashevskaya, in their 2011 article on prefix variation, have fairly
thoroughly investigated the matter, and this thesis, to a large degree, compares my own

findings for occasional verbs with their findings for verbs in CSR.

As described in Chapter 3 on methodology, in order to compare prefix variation in occasional
verbs to prefix variation in standardized language, | needed to create my own database of such
verbs, similar to the data for CSR already collected and examined by others. Such a database
would need to include not only occasional verbs, but also the prefixes they combine with and
the natural prefixes they take. As no comprehensive dictionary of occasional verbs exists, | had
to consult with my friends in order to make a list of twenty-eight of the most common, and
hopefully representative, of these. A search was made in the Yandex search engine for each

possible combination of these verbs with the sixteen Russian prefixes that produce natural
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perfectives. This way, we were able to determine whether a given combination exists on the
internet. A panel of native speakers was subsequently consulted in order to identify the natural

perfectives among the results returned by Yandex.

This process of identifying natural prefixes was carried out by asking my informants questions
based on criteria already developed for identifying natural perfectives. There are no universal,
problem-free criteria for this, but by asking my informants to use either the historical present,
negation or the habitual, depending on the context, thereby forcing them to find imperfective
equivalents for the perfectives provided by Yandex, it would appear that the natural perfectives
have been reliably identified. As an extra measure of control, my informants were also asked
whether they would expect the prefix to alter the semantic meaning of the verb in question.
With my database for occasional verbs having been completed, we were then ready to

commence with our analysis.

Our analysis began with Chapters 4 and 5 which combined to provide an answer to our first
research question, including its sub-questions, of whether prefix variation is more or less
prevalent in occasional verbs, and what the causes of these differences might be. Chapter 4
begins by examining prefix variation at the level of individual prefixes. When looking at prefix
combinations the combination of prefixes that can form natural perfectives with any given verb,
we found that our occasional verbs and the verbs in CSR that display prefix variation behave
quite similarly. There are, however, a few exceptions from this rule. In our verbs, the prefix s- is
very active in prefix variation, combining with all but two of the remaining prefixes. In CSR, the
same prefix rarely engages in prefix variation, and only in combination with a handful of other

prefixes.
Another exception was that the prefix u3- seems much less active in our occasional verbs, both

when it comes to engaging in prefix variation and when it comes to forming natural perfectives

in general. Boi-, however, member of the same radial category, appears to be quite active.
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Further research needs to be carried out on whether occasional verbs prefer the less abstract
8bl- to u3- in forming natural perfectives. However, it stands to reason that the Church Slavic
u3-, with its more abstract meaning, would be less likely to be used in slang than sei-, which has

a more concrete meaning.

Although our first impression was one of similarity, we started seeing greater differences when
we looked at the size and frequency of the various prefix combinations. Janda and
Lyashevskaya found that in CSR, of the 120 possible binary prefix combinations, thirty-two are
attested frequently, while the remaining fifty-seven only appear once or twice. Our occasional
verbs also take eighty-nine unique binary prefix combinations, though, despite our database

being less than one tenth the size, a majority of these occurs more than once.

When looking at the larger prefix combinations we see that, like the binary ones, they are more
frequent in our occasional verbs, and also larger in size. Because this entails that occasional
verbs combine with more prefixes to form natural perfectives, this takes us to the next portion

of our analysis, found in Chapter 5, which looks at prefix variation on the verb level.

Of the CSR verbs that form natural perfectives by prefixation, which is far from all the verbs in
CSR, 73% display no prefix variation. In our database of 28 occasional verbs, all take prefixed
natural perfectives and only one of these displays no prefix variation. Seven of our 28 verbs
display more prefix variation than anything attested in CSR, and ayesume with its eleven natural

perfectives take nearly twice as many as the highest found in any verb in CSR, which is six.

The verbs in our database that Vendler would call activities, verbs with no logical conclusion,
behave in a very similar fashion to their counterparts in CSR. These verbs poorly harmonize with
the concept of completeness, usually associated with the perfective aspect. They therefore

form fewer natural perfectives.
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Chapter 5 goes on to speculate that the reason why there is more prefix variation in occasional
verbs could be the more general semantics of this type of verbs. They are more recent
acquisitions, and therefore less thoroughly consolidated units in the language. The speaker is
therefore free to make his/her individual interpretations, which in turn influences his/her
choice of prefix. According to the Overlap Hypothesis, the speaker will pick whichever prefix has
the most semantic overlap with his/her own interpretation of the verb. This very general
semantics is also the reason why some verbs, like paiydume if we recall the discussion on pages
36-37, are able to combine with all sixteen prefixes to produce perfectives of different kinds,

something which we in CSR are used to seeing mostly in verbs of motion.

We therefore see that whether we examine prefix variation on the verb level, as in Chapter 5,
or whether we do it on the level of prefixes, as in Chapter 4, the result in both cases seems to
be that prefix variation is much more prevalent in occasional verbs than in CSR, due to the more
general semantics of occasional verbs. This, besides answering our first research question, is

also the first major discovery by this thesis.

The final chapter of the analysis portion of this thesis, Chapter 6, sets out to answer the last of
our research questions: Do occasional verbs take the same prefixes as their CSR counterparts? If
not, why? We started out by examining verbs that have logical counterparts in CSR to see to
what extent they take the same prefix as said counterpart. Of the thirteen verbs we placed in
this category, we found that a vast majority - all but two verbs - forms natural perfectives with
the perfective of their counterpart verbs in CSR. However, we also found that 3a- very often
produced natural perfectives that on Yandex were significantly more frequent occurrences than

the natural perfective with the prefix of the counterpart.

Chapter 6 then moves on to examining the remaining occasional verbs. We then find that, if we
exclude Vendler's activity verbs that behave differently, it doesn't matter whether or not the
verb has an obvious counterpart; 3a- will form a natural perfective. In a vast majority of these

verbs, the 3a- natural perfective is also the most frequent. We therefore see that both type
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frequency and token frequency indicate the same thing, 3a- combines with the most verbs the

most frequently.

Because data from type and token frequency harmonize, this thesis has sidestepped the debate
on which is more important and simply concluded that 3a- is taking over as the default
perfectivizing prefix, despite c- and no- being considered much more productive in Russian. This

massive dominance of 3a- constitutes the second major, and surprising, finding of this thesis.

We launched three hypotheses that might explain the implications of this. The Conflict
Hypothesis postulates that previous researchers were wrong in identifying no- and c- as being
the most productive prefixes in Russian. This is perhaps the first that springs to mind, as 3a- is

so overwhelmingly dominant in occasional verbs.

Upon closer consideration, however, we found other possible interpretations as well. Our
Diachronic Hypothesis suggests that we could be dealing with different periods in the
development of Russian. Because occasional verbs are not consolidated units in the language,
they are very indicative of processes that are occurring in Russian right now, in the twenty-first
century. The data that previous researchers have used, when analyzing the productivity of the
different prefixes in CSR, has usually been obtained from dictionaries, the Russian National
Corpus, etc. This data is more indicative of processes in the language that are somewhat older,

and might perhaps no longer be productive.

The last hypothesis introduced in the final section of Chapter 6 we have named the Socio-
Linguistic Hypothesis. It operates with the supposition that the prefix 3a- possesses qualities
that are particularly suited for producing natural perfectives in occasional verbs. | argue, as
Sokolova did in her 2009 article on the productivity of 3a-, that this must be considered a
possibility as 3a- harmonizes well with the concepts of efficient and expedient completeness,

which appears to be preferred in occasional verbs.
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Two other minor discoveries in this thesis are that the prefix 8- seems more active in prefix
variation than in CSR, whereas u3- appears to be less active in prefix variation, as well as in the
formation of natural perfectives. Further research that continue the exploration of this topic
could build upon this thesis and look into the merits of the different hypotheses mentioned
above for the apparent dominance of 3a-, explore the use of the prefixes 8- or u3- in occasional
verbs, or simply expand on our database of occasional verbs to increase the reliability of our

conclusion
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Appendix A: Prefixed Verbs That Yielded Results on Yandex
Apb6aiTaTtb 'to work' (cf. 'pa6oTaTb'/German: 'zu arbeiten')
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 564
no 71
oT 4 Natural Perfective nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
3a 2
npo 1 Natural Perfective nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
noga, 1
Ha 1
AnpysuTb 'to approve'/'to confirm'
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
3a 2000 Natural Perfective
- 1000
npo 88 Natural Perfective
oT 2 Natural Perfective
Ha 1
nepe 1
c 1 Natural Perfective
ATTaunTb 'to attach' (cf. npukpennatb)
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
npu 29000 Natural Perfective
- 5000
3a 494 Natural Perfective
nepe 142
noga, 63 Natural Perfective
oT 49
Ha 38
no 22 Natural Perfective
B 1 Natural Perfective
bakcuTtb 'to pay in foreign currency' (cf. Am. slang: 'bucks')
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 64
06 7 Natural Perfective
3a *7 *Listed as natural perfective
oT 3 Natural Perfective in online slang dictionaries
no 1
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BaHuTtb

'to bar access' (cf. English: 'to ban')

Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 14 000 000
3a 4 000 000 Natural Perspective
pas 184 000
nepe 3000
no 2000 Natural Perspective
oT 1000
npu 1000 for a while
B 745
Bbl 526
npo 504
nog, 156
c 100 Natural Perspective
Ha 99
y 56 Natural Perspective
0/06 35
ZK] 18
B3 17 Natural Perspective
Famartbca 'to play (primarily computer games)' (cf. 'urpatb'/English: game)
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 4000
no 1000
3a 892
Ha 641
c 95 Natural Perfective nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
npo 48 Natural Perfective
y 41
06 34
nepe 32
oT 28
pas 15
B 3
npu 3
n3 1
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fyrnutb 'to search'/'to obtain information' (using a search engine) (cf. Google)

Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
no 895 000 Complex act natural perfective
- 290 000
Ha 180 000 Natural Perfective Focus is on the result
3a 118 000 Natural Perfective
npo 73 000 Natural Perfective
Bbl 4000 Natural Perfective Focus is on the result
0/06 2000/292 Natural Perfective
ot 2000 Natural Perfective
nop, 550
o 516 Natural Perfective
nepe 494
pas 230 Natural Perfective
B 189 Natural Perfective
B3 94 Natural Perfective
BO3 37
y 18 Natural Perfective
npu 16
n3 5

KOUHUTLCA  'to join' (cf. 'npucoeaunaTbea')

Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 333
3a 67 Natural Perfective
npu 42 Natural Perfective nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
AoHaTuTtb ‘to put real money into the game' (cf. 'to donate')
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 26 000
3a 19 000 natural perfective
B 3000 natural perfective
npo 853 natural perfective
no 765 natural perfective
Ha 326 natural perfective
nepe 72
noa, 39
oT 16
Mpwn 7
0/06 5
pa3 4
Bbl 1
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3unosaTtb

'to pack/compress computer files' (cf. English: 'to zip'/ WinZip)

Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 14 000
3a 8000 natural prefix nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
pas 4000
nepe 89
no 35 natural prefix
22 natural prefix
y 20 natural prefix nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
oT 16 natural prefix
B 8
Ha 8
npwu 6
o] 4
noa, 3

Interesting examples:

- A yaunoBan kacku k cebe B ptok 1 Mbl MOLLMM HA OCTAHOBKY
[I zipped-PFV helmets to me-DAT in backpack-ACC and we went-PFV to bus stop-ACC]
| packed the helmets into my backpack and then we went to the busstop.

Ksoturtb 'to quote' (cf. Russian 'uutnposars')
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 3000
3a 2000 Natural Perfective
oT 1000
o 157
npo 126 Natural Perfective nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
no 97
Ha 58
oT 22
nepe 18 Natural Perfective
pac 13
KeHTOBaTbL 'to be a friend'/'to befriend' (cf. centaur)
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 94 000
pac 284
c 81 Natural Perfective
3a 60 Natural Perfective
nepe 22
no 15
npwm 12
npo 3
o] 3
oT 1
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KommeHTUTH

'to comment' (cf. 'kommeHTUpOBaTDL')

Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 93 000 *The comment button on
oT 27 000* natural perfective Live Journal is called
3a 5000 natural perfective 'omkommeHmume'
npo 5000 natural perfective nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
no 5000 complex act natural perfecitve
pac 1000
Ha 1000 natural perfective
C 110 natural perfective
06 75
nepe 73
o] 27 natural perfective omKkommeHmumeo typos?
nog, 27
Mpwu 22 specialized perfecitve
B 7
% 1
KOHHEKTUTbCA 'to connect' (cf. 'noakniouatbea')
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 142 000
3a 27 000 natural perfective
npu 25000 natural perfective cf. npucoeduHumeoca
c 12 000 natural perfective
noa, 7 000 natural perfective nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
Mepe 2000
or 296
Mo 291 natural perfective
pac 135
Mpo 87
B 20 natural perfective
Ha 13 natural perfective
o] 2
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KHOKaTtb 'to know'/'to see'/'to understand'/'to hit' (cf. English 'to know'/'to knock')

Prefix Frequency Type

Type 2/Comments
- 3000
npo 2000 "to know'
Ha 1000 specialized perfective ‘to find'
npu 1000
3a 1000 natural perfective
c 827 natural perfective to understand'’
no 779 natural perfective
noa, 278 natural perfective 'to see’
y 266 natural perfective
nepe 53
pac 53
oT 42 natural perfective
B 16
o] 2
Interesting examples:
[eBoYKM — A HAKHOKaNa OYeHb BKYCHbIW M NETKUIA peuenT TecTa Ha nulllly
[girls | found-PFV very tasty and simple recipe-ACC dough-GEN to pizza-ACC]
Girls, I've found a very tasty and simple recipe for pizza dough.
NankKatb 'to like' (primarily on social networks)
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 338 000
3a 189 000 natural perfective
no 6000 natural perfective
npo 4000 natural perfective
oT 2000 natural perfective
Ha 2000
06 947
c 392
nepe 280
pas 178
BO3 155
Bbl 26
% 16
B3 12
nog, 9
npwm 4
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JlorMHUTbCA

‘to log in' (cf 'BX0aUTb (B cucTemy)'

Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
3a 3 000 000 natural perfective
- 98 000
nepe 13 000
pas 11 000
Bbl 2000
oT 1000
npu 913 natural perfective
B 319 natural perfective nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
npo 262 natural perfective
noa, 191 natural perfective cf. 'nodknoyumeca’
c 43 natural perfective
Ha 40
no 27
06 9
Norodpdputbca 'to log off' (cf. 'Bbixogutb (M3 cuctembi)’
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 217
nepe 128
oT 15 Natural Perfective
3a 10 Natural Perfective
pa3 9 Natural Perfective
Bbl - nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
Moctutb ‘to publish (predominantly in an online forum)' (cf. ny6ankosaTb)
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 2 000 000
3a 2 000 000 natural perfective
nepe 295 000
no 9000
Ha 5000
oT 4000 natural perfective
npo 947 natural perfective
c 797 natural perfective
Bbl 743
*y *450
npu 221
o 203 nat. pfv of CSR counterpart
B 194
nog, 45
pas 10
06 9
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Cnamutb 'to spam’
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 445 000
3a 62 000 natural perfective
npo 17 000 natural perfective
no 15 000
Ha 1000
nepe 878
oT 500 natural perfective
pac 257
06/o0 184
nog, 46
B 17
o 13
% 4
Mpwn 4
TBUTUTDL 'to publish on twitter'
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
3a 26 000 natural perfective
- 7000
o 528 natural perfective
no 415
Ha 369
npo 145 natural perfective
nepe 35
pac 10
Tponnuto 'to provoke'
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 2 000 000
no 467 000 natural perfective
3a 31000 natural perfective
npo 3000 natural perfective
ot 1114
noa, 806
nepe 777
Ha 475
c 408 natural perfective
pas 234
npu 173
06 169
Bbl 82
y 57
B 3
n3 3
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dnyautb (cf. English 'flood")

Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 1000 000
no 311 000
3a 108 000 natural perfective
Ha 103 000
nepe 2000
npo 621 natural perfective
06/o0 515 natural perfective
o 379 natural perfective
ot 370
B 279
pac 246
nog 84
Bbl 34 natural perfective
n3 26 natural perfective
npu 18
y 17 natural perfective
B3 2
dencutb "ny6baunkosatb B deiicbyke"/"6uTtb no anuy"
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
3a 177 natural perfective
- 95
06/0 48
oT 20 natural perfective
no 9
donnosutb 'to subscribe to a user on Twitter' (cf. English 'to follow')
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 7 000 000
3a 86 000 natural perfective
oT 554
Ha 78
pa3 54
nepe 17
npu 3 natural perfective
o] 1
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dopBapauTb

‘to forward' (cf. 'nepecbinatb’

Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 4000
oT 542 natural perfective
3a 328 natural perfective
npo 113
c 80
nepe 32 natural perfective
no 31
o] 2
Ha 1
YeKunHuntbcA 'to register one's location'
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 12 000
3a 6 000 Natural Perfective
oT 22 Natural Perfective
no 22 Natural Perfective
nepe 8
pac 4
B 1 Natural Perfective
Ha 1
Bbl 1
Wnpexatb 'to speak’ (cf. 'roBoputb'/German 'zu sprechen')
Prefix Frequency Type Type 2/Comments
- 7000
no 799
3a 123
Ha 92
oT 32
npo 29 natural perfective
B 13
nepe 4
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Appendix B: Examples of Natural Perfectives
All examples are taken from the internet. Each example is approved by a minimum of three native
speakers (four whenever seven have been asked).

1 prefix:

WnpexaTtb:

[aXKe Te, KTO MOXKET NPOLUNPeXaTb TO/bKO «BUTTe-apuTTe»
[even those who can to say-PFV only “bitte-dritte”]

even those who only can say “bitte-dritte”

2 prefixes:

ApbaiTaTtb:

Mocne 3anABbl HAAO ABe Hegenu otapbaitTaTtb

[after application-GEN must two weeks-ACC to work-PFV]
After giving the written notice one has to work for two weeks

[nAa 3TOro oKo/10 roZa NPUAETCA akTMBHO NPoap6aiTaTh APYHKUHHUKOM
[for this-GEN approximately year-GEN will have to-PFV actively to work-PFV police helper-INSTR]
For this you have to work actively as a police helper for about a year

bakcuTb:

B TeueHue aekabpa nx moxHo 66110 06aKeuTb no 27,5.

[in course-ACC December-GEN them-ACC possible was to pay-PFV at 27,5]

Throughout December they were accepting payments at the exchange rate 27.5 (rubles to the dollar)

eute ans KomdopTa Hago or6akcutb 90000 TONbKO AN NpebbiBaHUA B a3ponopTy
[also for comfort-GEN must to pay-PFV 90,000 just for arrival-GEN in airport-LOC]
Also, for comfort one has to pay 90,000 just for arriving at the airport

Famarbca:

Hapgo cramatbces XoTa 6bl B 3TO, @ MOTOM YXKe MOCMOTPUM.
[must to play-PFV at least in this-ACC, and then already we see]
(We) have to play this at least, and then we’ll see

Bcto Houb nporamanca
[all-ACC night-ACC played-PFV]
I've played the whole night through

[XKOUHUTbCA:

MOeELLb 3aAXOUHUTbCA NPAKTUYECKM B Nt0DOYI0 KOMaHAy
[you can to join-PFV virtually to any team-ACC]

You can join virtually any team

BcTpetutbea B BoCcKpeceHbe TakK a rae byaem? Mory npuaKonHUTbeA!
[to meet-PFV in Sunday-ACC. so and where we will be? | can to join-PFV]
Meet up on Sunday? So where are we going to be? | can join you guys!
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KeHTOBaTb:

ABa MYMKa NO3HAKOMW/INCb,3aKeHTOBaNU
[to men-GEN met-PFV befriended-PFV]

To men met and became friends.

Hago cKeHToBaTb HalM rpynnbl ApYKULLE
[must to befriend-PFV our groups-ACC friend]
Buddy, we have to introduce our groups to each other.

decntb:

3Ty doTorpadmio Hy»KHO 3aTBUTUTb, 3aPENCUTb

[this picture-ACC necessary to tweet-PFV, to post on facebook-PFV]
This photo must be tweeted and posted on facebook

3TO He TOT C/lyYait, Korga o0bsasaTeslbHO OTPENCUTb HYKHO
[this not that incident, when obligatory to post on facebook-PFV necessary]
This isn’t a situation, when it’s absolutely necessary to post on Facebook.

donnosutb:

Twitter noacKakeT, Koro cTouT 3aponnoBUTb

[Twitter will tell-PFV whom-ACC is worth to follow-PFV]
Twitter will tell you whom it’s worth to follow

A BCEr4a CMOTPIO TO, YTO NOJIb30BaATE b MULLET Npexae Yem NpudoNNoBUTb ero
[I'always look it which user writes before follow-PFV him-ACC]
| always look at what someone writes before | decide to follow them

3 prefixes:

KBoTuUTb:

A, KOHEYHO, MOTY 3aKBOTUTb TBOW MOCTbI M KPACHbIM UCMPABUTb, HO 3a4em?

[I of course | can to quote-PFV you posts-ACC and red-INSTR to correct-PFV, but what for]

| could, of course, quote you posts and correct them in red, but what would it be good for?

HeKkoTopble CBOW OTBETHI A NO3BOJO cebe NPOKBOTUTD, TaK KaK paHbLLUe yXKe oTBevall...

[some [REFL PO] answers-NOM | allow-PFV [REFL PO]-DAT to quote-PFV, as earlier already answered-
IMPEV]

I'll take the liberty to simply quote some of my own answers as | have already answered them before

Al roe To BUAEN Ha NPUBETE KAaXKETCA, MOry MOMCKaTb M NePeKBOTUTD.
[I somewhere saw-IMPFV on Privet it seems, | can-IMPFV to search-PFV and quote-PFV]
I've seen it somewhere, | think it was on privet.ru. | can look for it and quote it.

Norodpdpurbea:

€CJ11 3a/10TMHUTBLCSA, 3a10ropUTbCA 1 ONATL 3a/I0TMHUTLCA, TO..
[if to log in-PFV to log out-PFV and again to log in-PFV, then]

If you log in, log out, and then log back in, then...

3acTaBbTe BCex t03epoB 0TA0ropPuUTbCa 1 33T 06PaTHO

[force-PFV all users-ACC to log off-PFV and enter-PFV back]
Make all users log off and then back in.
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MOKHO 3aCTaBUTb ero pasnoropurbca 13 akkayHTa Google
[possible force-PFV him-ACC to log off-PFV from account-GEN Google-GEN]
You can force him to log off from his Google account.

CnamuTb:

BAJIOTEKYLLE MbITAETCA 3aCNAaMUTb OANH U3 MOCTOB KOMMEHTAPUAMM
[torpid tries to spam-PFV one-ACC of posts-GEN comments-INSTR]
A numbskull is trying to spam one of the posts with comments.

MoHo [...]Jux nocnaTb cBOUM Apy3bsm, oTcnamuTb ICQ contact list u..
[possible them-ACC to send-PFV REFL friends-DAT to spam-PFV ICQ contact list and]
It's possible to send them to all your friends and spam your ICQ contact list.

340poBbI Yen He ByaeT NNaTUTb AeHbIM, YTO6bl NPOCNAMUTDL CTPEMHbIN CalT
[healthy person not will to pay-IMPF money, in order to spam-PFV rapid site-ACC]
A normal person wouldn’t pay to promote a popular site.

TBUTUTB:

M3 Ha3BaHMA NOHATHO, YTO HY}KHO 3aTBUTUTb aHEKAOT

[from name-GEN clear that necessary to tweet-PFV anecdote]

It's clear (just) from the title that we have to tweet this anecdote.

3TO CNeAyeT YCTaHOBUTL Kak CcTaTyc B ¢palicbyke! n oTTBUTUTDL NpesnaeHTy!)
[this follows to place-PFV as status in Facebook-LOC and tweet-PFV president-DAT]
This we’ll have to put as a status on Facebook and send to the president.

CMOTYT «MIPOTBUTUTb» BCE, YTO NMOKAXKETCA UM Hanboee MHTEPECHbIM
[they can-PFV tweet-PFV all-ACC, which seems them-DAT most interesting-INSTR]
They can tweet whatever seems to them the most interesting.

dopBapauTb:

Ero Hy»kHO 3adpopBapAUTb HA FOPOACKON YKpTENEeKOMa

[it-ACC necessary to forward-PFV to municipal-ACC UkrTelecom-GEN]

It’s necessary to forward it to a unit on the municipal UkrTelecom network

NoACKaXKMTe YTO JiydLle U3 HUX ybpaTb Nepes TeM Kak oT$opBapAUTb B CO0bLLECTBO
[tell-PFV what better from them to remove-PFC before to forward-PFV to community-ACC]
Say, what should be removed from these before forwarding them to the community?

A pomkeH nepedopBapAUTb Bawm 6narogapHoctn AnekcaHgpy NagyeHko
[I should forward-PFV your gratitude-ACC Alexander Gladchenko-DAT]
| should pass on your gratitude to Alexander Gladchenko

4 prefixes:

AnpyBsuTb:

Balle NPU/IOKEHUE He 3aanpPyBAT, eC/iM Bbl 3a0yaeTe NPUKPENUTb K HEMY UKOHKY

[your application not the approve-PFV if you forget-PFV to attach-PFV to it-DAT picture]
They won't approve your application if you forget to attach a picture to it
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HaMNoOMHUTE NOKaNYINCTa CKONbKO BPEMEHW HY}KHO Y4TOObI NPOaNpPyBUTb\3a4eKNaNHUTb KnaH? "
[remind-PFV please how much time-GEN necessary for to approve-PFV/decline-PFV clan-ACC]
Remind me please, how much long does it take to approve or decline a (gaming) clan?

BO3bMEM MaLLMHYy Tam. My pewnt. Moit Bonpoc anapTbl BbibpaTh, BEpHEE OTanpyBUTb

[we take-PFV car-ACC there. Husband decides. My matter apartments to choose-PFV, rather approve-APP]

We'll hire a car there. My husband decides. My task will be to choose apartments, or rather, to approve
them.

TYT MeHA NONPOCKU/IM CanpyBUTb 3aABKK B rpynne IR
[here me-ACC they asked-PFV to approve-PFV applications-ACC to group IR]
They've asked me to approve applications to the IR group.

Naiikarb:

B /IeHTe ecTb ABa NPeAN0oKeHUA 3analKaTb CTPaHWLY, KOTOPYIO 3analiKanm TBOW ApY3bA

[in news feed-LOC are two suggestions-GEN to like-PFV page-ACC, which liked-PFV your friends-NOM]
In the news feed there are two suggestions to like page that your friends have liked.

OTnaiikaTb HOBOCTb U CAEMATb NEePenocT 3TOM HOBOCTH, HaKaB "PaccKasaTb gpy3bam'".
[to like-PFV news-ACC and make repost-ACC this news-GEN, having hit-PFV to tell-PFV friends-DAT]
To like and repost the news by clicking the “share”-button.

MonaiKkait moit npodaiin, A nonaikar Tsoun!
[like-PFV my profile-ACC, | like-PFV yours-ACC]
Like my profile and I'll like yours.

MpounTaeTe 1 06a3aTeNbHO NpPoNaiKanTe
[read through-PFV and without fail like-PFV]
Read it and make sure to like it.

Moctutb:

CnewwuTe 3a/MTb NO6O/IbLUIE pPeNniees U 3aN0CTUTb NO6O0/IbLLE KOMMEHTAPUEB
[Hurry saturate-PFV more replays-GEN and post-PFV more comments-GEN]
Hurry and work up plenty of replays and post plenty of comments.

He MOT He OTMOCTUTb Celi KOTO-LIeAEBP B CBOEM AHEBHMUKE
[not could not post-PFV this cat-masterpiece-ACC in REFL diary]
| had to post this cat-masterpiece in my diary.

Mpoluy NPonNoCcTUTb 34eChb BalM Gp3aiichbl
[I request to post-PFV here your faces-ACC]
| request that you post your portraits here.

Pelwunn 3aecb CNOCTUTb, NOKA TOT CAlT Bbl/1 HA PEMOHTE.
[decided here to post-PFV, while that site was on maintenance]
| decided to post here while the other site was under maintenance.
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YeKuHutbea:

3a4eKUMHUTbCA B Kade M cOPOCUTb CCbIIKY B COLCETH, YTOD ApYy3bs BUAENU, FAe Tbl ceiyac HaXxoAMLLbCS.
['to check in-PFV in café and throw-PFV link to social network, in order to friends saw, where you now]
To check in at a café and throw up a link on a social network, so your friends saw, what your location is.

MOXKHO e He BCTaBas C AMBaHa OTYEKUHUTbCA Be3ze B paauyce 300 meTpos - ¢ Android
[possible no rising from sofa-GEN to check in-PFV everywhere in radius-LOC 300 meters-GEN from Android]
Android lets you check in anywhere within a 300 meter radius without ever leaving you couch.

B cTonmue Hawel PogmMHbl eCTb YTO MOCMOTPETD, rae nocedUTbCS U MOYEKUHUTLCA.
[In capital-LOC our-GEN homeland-GEN is what to see-PFV, where to take selfie-PFV and check in-PFV]
In the our nation's capital there is stuff to see, places worth taking selfies and checking in at.

3a6bl1 BUEKUHUTBLCA OHMAMH, @ KOr4a nprexan B a3aponopT - 6bl/10 yKe No3gHo
[forgot-PFV to check in-PFV online, and when arrived-PFV to airport-ACC was-IMPFV already late]
| forgot to check in online, and when | arrived at the airport it was already too late.

5 prefixes:

ATTaumnTb:

npu NonbITKe NPUATTaYnTb $Gana K NOCTy MHe Bblgano. An Error Has Occurred!

[under attempt-LOC to attach-PFV file-ACC to post-DAT me-DAT gave An Error Has Occured!]
When attempting to attach a file to my post it just gave me: An Error Has Occured!

MO:KHO 3aaTTaumUTb NaTy B KOMMEHT Ha barTpekepe, a MOXKHO KMHYTb Ha peBbtobopa,.

[possible to attach-PFV patch-ACC to comment-ACC on Bug Tracker-LOC, and possible to throw-ACC to
review board-ACC]

You can attach the patch to your comment on Bug Tracker or you can send it to the review board.

A He 3HA0 MOYKHO 1N 34,€eCb IPy3UTb BUAEOD, EC/IM MOXKHO TO NOMbITAlOCh NOAATTAYUTD BUAEO YYTb MO3KE
[I not know possible whether here to load-IMPFV video, if possible then i try-PFV to attach-PFV video little later]
| don't know if you can upload videos here, but if you can, | will try to attach a video a little later.

a KaK KapTMHKY N0aTTauyuTb?
[and how picture-ACC to attach-PFV]
How do you attach a photo?

Eciv KOMY MHTEPECHO MOTY BaTTAUMUTb LIOT C OTKPLITOM NaHesel 3anmcu
[if whom-DAT interesting | can-IMPFV attach-PFV shot-ACC with open panel-INSTR recordings-GEN]
If anyone is interested | can attach a screenshot with the recording toolbar open.

AOHaTUTL:

Kak 3agoHatuTb B League off Legends yepes TenedoH

[how to pay into-PFV to League of Legends through phone-ACC]
How do | pay money into League of Legends from my phone?

Pewwnn spaoHaTtutb 300p, 1 HUYEro He NpULWAO

[decided-PFV to pay into-PFV 300 rub and nothing not came-PFV]
| decided to put 300 rubles (on my game account), but nothing has arrived.
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Al pewmnn npoaoHaTMTb Ha cepsep 1.4.5. nonoxun 100 pybnei Ha TepmmHan, ¢

Komuceuein, npuwno 95 pybnen.

[I decided-PFV to pay into-PFV to sever 1.4.5-ACC placed-PFV 100 rubles-ACC on terminal-ACC with
commission-INSTR arrived-PFV 95 rubles.]

| decided to pay money into server 1.4.5. | put 100 rubles on the terminal, which amounted to 95 rubles
after commission.

CKOJIbKO HaZ0 HAaAZO0HATUTb YTOObI NONACTb Ha TYPHUP?
[how much necessary to pay into-PFV in order to find oneself-PFV to tournament]
How much do you have to pay to participate in the tournament?

XoTe/N NOAOHATUTD MNOKa AeHbIM ecTb!
[wanted to pay into-PFV while money are]
| wanted to pay into (my game account) while I still have the money

3unosartb:

3a3unoBatb $aii/ibl MOXKHO C MOMOLLLbIO compress.exe

[to zip-PFV files-ACC possible with help-INSTR compress.exe-GEN]
You can zip files with compress.exe

Ecnun Bam Hy*KHO ¢daiinibl n03MnoBaTb TO environment BoobLLe HE HYXHO BK/IOYaTb?
[if you-DAT necessary files-ACC to zip-PFV then environment-ACC at all not necessary include-IMPFV]
If you need to zip files, do you need to include ‘environment’ at all?

Al daitn oT3nMnyto 1 BbILWAD
[I file-ACC will zip-PFV and will send off-PFV]
I’ll zip the file and send it

pebsAT, Kak c3MnoBaTb GOTKM M NepecaaTb Mo Mbly, a TO UX O4EHb MHOTO
[lads-NEW VOC how to zip-PFV photos-ACC and forward-PFV by soap-DAT, for them-GEN very many]
Guys, how can | zip the pictures and send them by e-mail? There’s a lot of them

€C/I1 Y3UNOoBaTb, TO HAaBEPHO eLwé MeHblue byaeT
[if to zip-PFV, then probably even smaller it will be]
If you zip it, it will probably be even smaller

Tponnurb:

MpocTeliwmnii cnocob 3aTpoAAUTb LEBOYEK U3 MHCTArPama, BbINOXKMBLLMX rpynnosoe ¢poTo
[simplest way to provoke-PFV girls-ACC from Instagram-GEN posted-PFV group photo-ACC]
The easiest way to girls who have posted a group photo on Instagram worked up

J1éxa ymeeT OTTPOANIUTD KOTO YroAHO
[Alexey is able to provoke-PFV whomever-ACC]
Alexey knows how to provoke anybody.

cnocobbl NOTpPOAAUTb pysuio.

[ways to provoke-PFV Georgia]
(Different) ways to provoke Georgia.
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Tak npotponnutb CLLUA 1 "cBoboaHbIM mup" elLe HUKOMY He yAaBanoch.
[such to provoke-PFV USA and free world yet nobody-DAT not succeeded-IMPF]
No one has been able to provoke the US and the “free world” that hard before.

MHoraa 3abaBHO CTPOAAUTL U MOCMOTPETL, KaK BCe BYPHO pearnpytor.
[sometimes amusing to troll-PFV and see-PFV how everyone roughly react]
Sometimes it’s amusing to provoke, and see how fiercely everyone reacts

baHuTb:

Bbl Ha 6OCca NOCMOTPUTE, ero ToXKe Haao B36aHUTb

[you at boss-ACC look-PFV, him-ACC also must to ban-PFV]
Look at the boss; you'll have to ban him too

KaK 3a6aHUTb N0/Nb30BaTeNA B KOHTaKTe?
[how to ban-PFV user-ACC in vKontakte]
How does one block a user on vKontakte?

Tenepb MOXHO M NOBAHUTb aKKaYHTbI, KOTOPbIE...
[now possible and to ban-PFV accounts that ...]
Now it’s also possible to block accounts that...]

HeT /1N }KenaHua y agMMHOB NPUBaHUTb Ha Napy TPOWKY AgHel Takoro Kak PolitNewsMan?
[no whether wish-GEN at administrators-GEN to ban-PFV for couple three days such as PolitNewsMan]
Perhaps the admins feel like banning someone like PolitNewsMan for a two or three days? (not npfv)

... @ 3304HO0 c6aHUTb TeX, KTO BbICTyMNasa NpoTuB
[and at the same time ban-PFV those-ACC, who came out-PFV against]
...and at the same time ban those, who spoke out in opposition

Ecnn nx y6aHUTb, KOMMbBIOHUTM OT TOFO HE NOCTPaAAET COBEPLUEHHO.
[if them to ban-PFV, community-NOM from it-GEN not will suffer-PFV completely]
If you ban them, their community won’t suffer fatally from it

6 prefixes:

JlornHuTbea:

XO3AMH BbIWEN M3 UTpbl, @ BAOTMHUTLCA Ha3aj, He cMor

[host exited-PFV from game-GEN and log in-PFV back not could-PFV]
The host left the game and wasn’t able to log back in.

HbICTPO 3a/1IOTMHUTLCA MOXKHO He BBOAA IOTMHA U NApos
[quickly to log in-PFV possible not entering username-GEN and password-GEN]
You can quickly log in without entering username or password.

I'Ionp06yl71Te CO34aTb HOBOro No/sib3oBaTtenA, 3atem NOANOIMHUTLCA NO4 HUM

[try-PFV to create-PFV new user-ACC, then to log in-PFV under him-INSTR]
Try to create a new user and log in with him.
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[ns yyactma B onpoce He0H6X0AMMO NPUNOTMHUTBLCA.
[for participation-GEN in survey-LOC necessary to log in-PFV]
One has to log in to participate in the survey.

Al aBTOp NpeablayLero KOMMeHTapus, 3abbia NPOSIOTMHUTLCA
[l author previous comment-GEN, forgot-PFV to log in-PFV]
I’'m the author of the previous comment, | forgot to log in.

...l03ep B KaKOM-TO MOMEHT He CMOXKET CZIOTMHUTLCA B CBOW HOYT
[user at some point-ACC not can-PFV to log in-PFV to his laptop-ACC]
..at some point the user won’t be able to log in to his computer.

KHoKaTb:

M3Hb MeHA coBceM 3aKHOKana.
[life me-ACC completely knock-PFV]
I’'m completely sick of my life

Ha OM B BaHKyBepe KaHaAcKan cbopHas OTKHOKANa POCCUMIACKYIO TaK, UYTO axK BEC/1A OTBMC/IN.

[at Olympic Games-LOC in Vancouver-LOC Canadian national team-NOM knocked-PFV Russian-ACC so,
that even oars drooped-PFV]

At the Vancouver Olympic Games the Canadian team beat the Russian so bad, that the oars started
drooping.

fl NOKHOKana 0BOLLUM M CAeNaNa OYeHb BKYCHbIN canat
[I' sliced-PFV vegetables-ACC and made-PFV very tasty salad-ACC]
| diced the vegetables and made a very tasty salad.

3a TO Tenepb A TOYHO NOAKHOKAA - Y Moero Bnasblkn cuHWe rnasa
[on the other hand now | definitely saw-PFV at my bishop-GEN blue eyes-NOM]
At least this time | saw it for sure — my bishop has blue eyes

NpPOoLY NPOLLEHNA, ECAN CNPALIMBALO YTO-TO OYEBUAHOE, HO CaM CKHOKAaTb He CMOT
[I ask forgiveness-ACC, if | ask something obvious-ACC, but myself understand-PFV | couldn’t-PFV]
| beg your pardon, if | ask something obvious, but | couldn’t understand it on my own.

Tbl ewé xueal? ChoboasH Teba He yKHOKan?
[you still alive Slobodyan-NOM you-ACC not knock-PFV?]
You’re still alive!? Slobodyan hasn’t killed you?

7 prefixes:

KommeHTUTb:

NIAaNKHYTb aBy, 3aKOMMEHTUTb GOTKY???

[to like-PFV avatar-ACC to comment-PFV picture-ACC]
Should I like the profile picture and comment on the photo?

K 3TOMY NOCTY HAKOMMEHTUTb XO0Te1a....HO YOTa He NOoJly4aeTCodb

[toward this post-DAT to comment-PFV wanted but somehow not it succeeds]
| wanted to comment on this post, but it doesn’t work for some reason
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Morna 6bl OKOMMEHTUTb, UTO TO B CTUNE — KBCE MYXKMKWN — KO3/IbI»... HO He CTaHy... 6o rayno.
[could comment-PF something-ACC in style-LOC all men goats but not begin because stupid]
| could comment something along the lines of “all men are idiots”... but | won’t... because it'd be stupid.

HET BO3MOXHOCTN HY OTKOMMEHTHUTb MOCT, HYU HanucaTb IMYHOEe coobLLeHne
[no possibility-GEN not comment-PFV post-ACC, not write-PFV personal message-ACC]
There’s no way to comment on the post or write a personal message.

Pewwnn NOKOMMEHTUTb: [KOMMEHTapPUI]
[decided-PFV to comment-PFV]
| decided to comment: [the comment]

NPOKOMMEHTUTbL Tam 6e3 BCAKMX perncTpalmii Heab3s
[to comment-PFV there without sundry registrations-GEN prohibited]
You can’t comment there without registering.

MHe AarKe TPyAHO CKOMMEHTUTD, BbILL/IO MPUKOJIbHO
[me-DAT even hard to comment-PFV. It turned out-PFV cool]
It’s hard for me to comment even, it turned out pretty cool.

KoHHeKTuTbCA:

B ACbKy BKOHHEKTUTbCA HEe MOry

[to ICQ-ACC to connect-PFV not | can-IMPFV]
| can’t connect to ICQ

CKOJIbKO pa3 06bACHATbL I04AM, YTO 3aKOHHEKTUTLCA Ha BMH C OTK/AOYEHHOM JIOKANKOM-3TO TO XKe YTo
NbITaTbCA CCaTb B YHMUTA3 C 3aKPbITOM KPbILLKOW

[how many times-GEN to explain-IMPFV people-DAT, that to connect-PFV to VPN with turned off LAN-
INSTR this the same as to try-IMPFV defecate-IMPFV in toilet-ACC with closed lid-INSTR]

How many times do you have to explain to people, that connecting to a VPN with your LAN turned off,
the same as trying to defecate into the toilet when the lid is down?

is

TOECTb TyAa MOXHO HAKOHHEKTUTbCA KaK B CKaline 1 pasroBapuneaTb
[that is there possible to connect-PFV as in skype-LOC and to converse-IMPFV]
That’s to say you can connect to it, like you would to skype, and chat?

Ecnn y meHs foma NpoBOAHON MHTEPHET KaK S MOy MOKOHHEKTUTLCA K HemMy ¢ TenedoHa ¢ MOMOLLbIO
Bal ¢pan’?

[if at me home-GEN wired internet-NOM how | | can-IMPFV to connect-PFV to it-DAT from telephone-
GEN with help-INSTR WiFi-GEN]

If I have a wired internet connection at home, how can | connect to it from my phone using WiFi?

He MOry NOAKOHHEKTUTbLCA K cepBepy B Yacbkl MUK
[not | can-IMPFV to connect-PFV to server-DAT in hours peak]
| can’t connect to the server during rush hours

KaK MPUKOHHEKTUTbCA K 3TOMY cepBepy?
[how to connect-PFV to this server?]
How do | connect to this server?
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nbiTaeMcsi CKOHHEKTUTCA, BblaaeT oWwnbKy "Lan servers are restricted to local clients”
[we try-IMPF to connect-PFV, gives error-ACC Lan servers are restricted to local clients]
We’'re trying to connect, but we’re getting the error message “Lan servers are restricted to local clients”

dayautb:

Bbl WO, 32 NOCAeAHME NATb YaCOB CMOIM BbiGAYAUTb TONIbKO OAHY CTPAHUYTO?

[you what, in last five-ACC hours-GEN you could-PFV to write-PFV only one page-ACC]
What, in the last five hours you’ve only been able to write one page?

3adnyannm caiit BCAKMMM peLentTamu.
[flooded-PFV site all kinds recipies-INSTR]
They've flooded the site with all kinds of recipies.

6otocb eute 30 cTpaHUy, UchAyAUTb, NEPEUNCAA MMEHa
[am afraid still 30 pages-GEN to write-PFV enumerating names]
| worry I'll get another 30 pages just by listing the names.

Mpodnyantb BCEM 3HAKOMbIM, KOTOPbIM KOTA4a-To MOMOT, YTOBbl OHWM NporoaocoBanu 3a Teba?

[to write-PFV to all acquaintances-DAT whom-DAT some time helped-PFV in order to they-NOM voted-
PFV for you-ACC]

..write to everyone you’ve helped at one point to get them to vote for you?

Bbl ynopHo nbitaetecb chAyauTb o6CykaeHue
[you hard try to spam-PFV discussion-ACC]
You try hard to spam the discussion.

3a 40 MMHYT MOXKHO ycneTb [...] opayautb popym npocnywaTb AUCK,..
[in 40 minutes-GEN possible to manage-PFV to flood-PFV forum, to listen-PFV disc-PFV]
In 40 minutes one can manage to [...], flood the forum, listen to the CD all the way through, ...

MO YAYAUTb ero CaiT A0 NOJIHOro NageHMA BCEro XxocTa??
[possible to flood-PFV his site until total fall-GEN whole host-GEN]
Can one flood his site so bad the host crashes entirely?

11 prefixes:

fyrautob:

B Y&m npobema camomy Bryr/iMTb C/I0BO «KMOHAZa»

[in what-LOC problem REFL-DAT to google-PFV word-ACC monad]
How hard is it to just google the word ‘monad’ youselves?

€C/I HEMOHATHO, MOXHO ObIN0 B3ryrUTb 3TU CIOBEYKM
[if not understandable, possible was to google-PFV these words-ACC]
If you didn’t understand, you could have googled these words

A TYT NONbITAACA BbIFYFIUTb Yero-HMbyab NyTHOro Npo 6OMKOT.

[I here tried-PFV to google-PFV something sensible about boycott]
| tried to google up something sensible on the boycott.
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HEe CMOT HalTW MHCTaNAXy, NPULLIOCH 3aryranTb 1 Nonas Ha Ball cynep CawT.

[not could-PFV find-PFV installer-ACC, had to-PFV to google-PFV and wound up-PFV on your great site-
ACC]

| couldn’t find the installation program so | had to google, and | wound up on your great site

Al Haryraun o Hem NtOBONLITHYIO CTaTbIO Ha caliTe
[I googled-PFV about him-LOC interesting article-ACC]
| found an interesting article on him on Google

Ecnv NposiBUTL NIEFKYIO NbITIMBOCTL M OTYIAUTb BOMPOC, TO MOXKHO 0BHAPYXUTb YTO...
[if to display-PFV light inquisitiveness and google-PFV question, then possible to discover-PFV, that...]
If one were to show just a little curiosity and google the question, one could discover that...

4.8 M/H CCbINIOK, KOTOPbIE MOXKHO MOYYNTb, €C/IM OTTYFANTD "'ABOPLbI NYTMHA"...
[the 4.8 million links-GEN, that possible to receive-PFV, if google-PFV “palaces Putin-GEN"]
The 4.8 million hits, that you can get, if you google Putin’s palaces...

Mporyrnnna: "Kak 3a6oseTb WKONbHUKY." MeToabl opureHHble!
[googled-PFV how to get sick-PFV student-DAT. Methods astounding]
| googled: “How to get sick.” The methods are astounding.

XoTen yKe pasryrauTb COCTaBs rpynnbl, HO JIeHb.
[ wanted already to google-PFV composition group-GEN, but laziness]
| want to google the makeup of the group already, but | can’t be bothered

NP }KeNaHUU, MOXKETE CryrANTb Kydy NosiesHoin MHbopmaLmm
[in the presence of desire-LOC, you can to google-PFV pile-ACC useful information-GEN]
If you wish, you can google up a whole lot of useful information

Tenepb MOKHO YFYFIUTb BCE YTO yrogHo!
[now possible to google-PFV all-ACC that you please]
Nowadays you can google whatever you want
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